93: James &ward Anderson

Service Number:
Buried / Commemorated at: Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Ypres (leper), West Flanders, Belgium
Additional information given by CWG~obne

4252

Basic Informatiorfas recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: James Edward Anderson
Rank: Private

Battalion / Regiment: 1st/ 10thBn. The King's (Liverpool Regiment)

Date of Death:16 June 1915

Age at Death: ?

James Edward Anderson was a sohaitl coachman Robert and Mary Ann Anderson

(née Edwards) At the time of the 1901 census the family was living at 166 Lochee
Road, Liff and Benvieear Dundee and consisted of:
Robert G. Anderson

Maryann
Maryann
Hannah
William
David
Alice
James
Edith

44
42
18
15
13
17
11

8
4

coachman (domestic)

assist. In Indiaubber shop

joiner (app.)

born Dundee
born Edinburgh
born Crall, Fife
born Dundee
born Dundee
born Crail

born Dundee
born Dundee
born Dundee

By the time of the 1911 census the family had moved to Nealithough the location
of the youngest child, Edith, is unknown
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1911 censugcondensedic Five Ways, Neston

Robert Anderson

Mary Ann
David
William

Alice
James

Robert and Mary Ann had been married for 29 years and all their 7 children had survived.

55
53

26
23

21
18

hotel coachman

joiner to builder

INR OSNRA

milliner
joiner

& & A & U | bbrin Dundee

born Edinburgh

born Barry,
Forfarshire

born Leuchars,
Fifeshire

born Dundee
born Dundee
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The Neston Hotdfformerly, before 1901, théetters
Hotel) on Neston High Street

Robert Anderson was a coachman at the
Neston Hotel (the proprietor was William
AbellHigginbottom) on Neston Hih Street
and James was a joinetorking for local
builder Albert Fleming.

| Although two other local casualties of WW1

had the same surnamelohn Anderson and

Walter Anderson there does not appear to be any close relationship.

James attested for the 10(Scottish) (Reserve) BattalionK S YAy 3 Q3

Regimeny, in Liverpool, on 15 December 19HIs Service Record shows that James
was aged 22 years 3 months (but recatddso as 22 years 165 days), was 5ft 8ins tall,
weighed 141lb (10 stone 1lb / 64kg), had a d6&h expanded chest and was of good
physical development with good vision.

Thel/10™ (Scottish) Battalion, a battalion of the Territorial Forces, was formed in
Liverpool inAugust 1914s partof the South Lancashire Brigade, West Lancashire
Division.The troops later moved to Edinburgh and thenTunbridge WellsAlthough
James hd not joined at this date the troops landed at Le Havredwovember 1914
where theytransferred tothe 9" Brigade, 3 Divison andwere engaged in various
actionson the Western front includinghe First Battle of Ypres (19 Octob&2

Novemberl914).
On this map the location of the B'%';_‘-?L’JVI:\:"IQQ?SE Y\
Assembly Trenches occupied by Th 3 \
King's (Liverpool Regiment) on the —J—

early morning of Wednesday 16 Jur
1915 is represented by theed
symbol.Other regiments in support
and closegoroximity are shown by:
Cheshire Field Company Rétange

On the map the
circles (Y13 etc)
identify primary

objectives.

Lincolnshire Regimentpurple
Royal Fusiliersdark blue

Royal Scots Fusiliergreen
Northumberland Fusilierslight blue

Source:
www.westernfrontasociation.com
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It is recorded that James embarked

A )
British Front Line

for France on 13 March 1915 and that he was killed in action just three months later.
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During 1918he 10" Battalion was engaged irh& First Attack on Bellewaarde
(referred to also ashie First Battle oBellewaardeor The Battle of Hoogeand this
took place orll6 Junethe day on which James Anderson died.

The battlefield here was very smaljpproximaely 2 mile square, butver 1000 men
died within a 12 hour period and many othevere wounded andlied later of

infection or complicationgOpposing trenchewere only 15Q; 300 yards apart and the
operations were very congested.

At the close of fie Battles of Ypres, the German trenches between the Menin Road and the Ypres
Roulers railway formed salient.

Behind their front lines lay the Bellewaarde Ridge and the lake, the former giving the enemy good
observation over our lines. Hooge, at the southern point of this salient, lay battered and ruined
between the opposing lines; while just south @& ¥presRoulers railway the eastern edges of

Railway Wood were held by the enemy, and the western edges by British troops of the 3rd Division.
The British line from opposite Hooge ran along just south of the Menin Road to just east of Birr X
Road, then tuned sharply northwards skirting the eastern edges of the Cambridge Road to the
angle formed by the latter and the railway, where, for some 300 yards, it followed the latter
eastwards, turning again sharply nortihest.

Early in June it was decided to atkathe salient, and, if possible, gain possession of the ridge; the
attack was to be carried out by thé 8rigade of the 8 Division. Though they make interesting
reading, it is impossible to give full details of the operations, orders, and indeeda fiegimental
point of view, such matters as particulars concerning the attacking troops and objectives allotted
to them are sufficient to place the reader au fait with the situation before the attack began. One
fact, however, is clearly demonstrated iretie orders, that, at this period there was a shortage of
bombs, for the utility of the handrenade in trench fighting was only just being recognised.

There were three phases in the attack on Bellewaarde. In the first the objective was the eastern
edge ofa narrow strip of wood (Y.16 and Y.15), and the German-fioatrenches as far as the
north-east corner of Railway Wood; in the second the objective was the line of the road from the
house 100 yards south of Y.17, through Y.17 to Bellewaarde Farmetttenugh.14 and Y.11 to
Y.7; the objective in the third phase was the seudstern corner of Bellewaarde Lake, Y-¥812
-Y.7.

The attacking troops for the first phase were (from right to left) the 4th Royal Fusiliers, 1st Royal
Scots Fusiliers antle 3" Fusiliers. As soon as the German front was taken the Royal Fusiliers were
to bomb down the trench from Y.16 to Y.17, while the Royal Scots Fusiliers, in conjunction with the
5 Fusiliers, were to seize the hostile trench lying between Y.13 ahdntithe second objective,

the 5" Fusiliers pushing their bombing parties on towards Y.7.

As soon as the first objective had been gained the guns were to bombard the second objective, i.e.,
from the house 100 yards south of Y.17 to Y.11; about theeehthis line lay Bellewaarde Farm.

The F Lincolns and Liverpool Scottish (WA y 3Qa wSIAYSYy(do0o3X gK2 RdzNR
move up to the front line vacated by the troops of the first phase, and were to capture the third
objective. Inlateyead G KA & g & -floggr Yy g a aft S| LI

The 7 Brigade was to support thé'9and the 8 was in reserve. On the right of th& Bivision
troops of the ¥ Division were to support the"®Brigade by seizing the German trenches from Y.20
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to Y.16, and by covering rifle and machgun fire from the Menin Road. On the left tH& 6
Division was to assist thé*®y opening covering fire with rifles and machine guns.
From 2.50 a.m. with three pauses at 3.10 a.m., 3.40 a.m. and 4 a.m., Gbtéh4n., the Divisional
Artillery was to bombard the enemy trenches. At 4.15 a.m. the infantry were to advance to the
assault. The attack was to take place o' Jine.

[Extract fromWHistory of the King's Regiment (Liverpool) 22949, E Wyrall, 192§

On 16 June 1915é& Liverpool Scottistalongwith the 1/Lincolns attackednd

advanced, but, against orders, soldiers from reserve battalions (2/Royal Irish Rifles and
1/1 HAC) also went forward. The battalions taking part in this third phase of the attack
caught up with troops who had gone forward earlier, and who were waitinthtor

barrage to move forward. Because they had moved so quickly, they ran into their own
barrage (mist and smoke prevented observation by the gunners). The trenches were
now crowded with troops from different phases of the attack, as well as those who
shoul not have attacked at all. Control of the battle broke down and heavy German
artillery started to take its toll. Despite taking the trenches, these could not be held due
to the bombardment of both British and German artillery. Courattacked at 7.30am,

and again at 9.30am, the Liverpool Scottish and the Lincolns were forced back.

The events leading up to, and on, the 16 June are recorded in the Battalion diary:

On the 24 June 1915 the™Brigade relieved the 8Brigade in trenches N of ZILLEBEKIEh

had been inspected by Officers of each Battn. on the previous day. Leaving E Camp on the
VLAMERTINGHBEUDERDOM Road at 6 pm the Battalion marched via KRUISSTRAAT, where tea
was served, arriving at the trenches about midnight where we took over fierast Yorks. The
trenches which were situated on the East Edge of ARMAGH WOOD were well made, being very
deep, and had an additional advantage in being dry. We had 470 Rifles and 4 Machine Guns in the
fire trench, whilst a small support trench on thehtigvas manned by 38 rifles, in addition a small
garrison of 1 NCO and 19 men held a redoubt in SANCTUARY WOOD. One company of the Royal
Scots Fusiliers in the latter wood was under the Command of our C.O. as Reserve. Headquarters
were established in a Dugbabout 30 yards behind the firing line. THéa®d 4" June were very

quiet days and for the most part passed without incident, sniping was indulged in by our men on
the right with some success, but unfortunately this position was open to enfiladeofitea

machine gun and several casualties occurred befoedraverses could be improved.

On the night of the Bthe R.E. Officer in charge of mining operations blew up a small charge in an
attempt to check similar operations lhye enemy, the effect dfis so doing was only local. Various
improvements, including the making of loop holes, were carried@uthe night of the 18 the

Brigade were relieved by the 158rigade, the 8 Durham Light Infantry taking over the particular
section which we had occupied. The Battiarched back to VLAMERTINGHE arriving there about 4
am on the morning of the” A and C Coys were billeted in A Camp and B and D Coys in B Camp,
Headquarters beigin a house near to the station.

On Wednesday thenst. orders were receiveithat the 11l Divwere to go back for 10 days rest
and the Battnmarched back to a point near to BUSSEBOOM, there encamping on a field which
had been occupied by our Transpfor some time. From the ¥Qo the 18" June the Battrwas
busily engaged in training for an operation to take place on thep@rticular atention being

given to bombing.
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On the morning of the 12June a composite company under Captain R.fcBinBon attended a
ceremonial parade near camp, when the G.O'{Digision, GeneteHaldane presented DCMs to

Nha FyR YSy 2F (GKS . NAIIRS® tNAGIGS | 241 NIKZ
distinction. On the evening of the1.dune MajoiA.S. Anderson proceeded to RAILWAY WOOD
(which is situated West of BELLEWARDE Farm and North of Hooge) from which péint the 9
Brigade were to attack on the morning of the.é1e took with him 2 men per Company to act as
markers and also 2 Cyclists.4Apm on the afternoon of the ¥&he Battalion left the camping

ground near BUSSEBOOM and pedeel via YPRES to RAILWAY WOOD.

The attack was made on a frontage of about 1,000 yards, the Northumberland, Royal Scots and
Royal Fusiliers were detailed take the first line and we, in conjunction with the Lincolns, were to
take the 29Line, the ¥ Brigade being in Reserve. We were shelled rather heavily between 12 on
the morning of the 18 and during this time several of our men were killed or wounded. O

artillery bombardment started at 2.10am and carried out the work of demolition so successfully
that little difficulty was experienced in taking the first and second line trenches. Unfortunately
however in continuing the advance we suffered many cagsadis, owing to the difficulty

experienced in observing signals, it was impossible to keep our shells ahead of the advancing
infantry. Although the 3 Line German Trenches were reached it was impossible to hold on to them
and so the whole Brigade consalidd the £ and part of the 2¢Line German trenches, manning

them until 11.30 pm on the night of the &t which hour they were relieved by thé Brigade.

The casualties amongst our Officers were particularly heavy and of the 24 Officers who went up
only Lieutenant Wall,"gLieutenant T.G. Roddick and Lieutenant Chavasame back unscathed.

The work of all ranks throughout the day calls forth the highest praise, our bombing parties doing
particularly good work. The stretcher bearers throughoutasitrying day did excellent work and
showed great courage in attending to so many wounded under very heavy shell fire. The following
is an extract from a special Order by Major General Haldane CommariéiDiyi8ion published on

the 17" June. "The MajoGeneral Commanding cannot adequately express his admiration for the
gallant manner in which the attack was carried out yesterday. The dash and determination of all
ranks was beyond praise, and that some actually reached the objective in the first rush and
remained there under most trying circumstances is a proof of their superiority over the German
Infantry. That the captured ground could not all be held is disappointing, more especially as the
losses incurred were heavy. But these casualties have noimgam. The 8 Division carried out

a fine piece of work and fought splendidly, and their commander is deeply proud of them". From
the 17" to the end of the month the Battalion was encamped in the same field near BUSSEBOOM,
Lieutenant L.G. Wall being command, with ® Lieutenant T.C. Roddick acting Adjutant, the time
being devoted to Company Training and Route Marching.

LeslieGWall
Lieut. Commanding 10(Scottish) Battalion
¢CKS YAY3IQa O0[ ADGSNILR2f wSIAYSY(l

The role of the Liverpool Scottish at The Battle of Hooge was described also (in
1930) byLieutenant AV McGilchrist, who served in the war with the Liverpool

Scottishandbecame the battalion's official historian
[The Liverpool Scottish, 19a®19 (1¢" Liverpool Regiment), vol. 1
AM. McGilchrist Henry Young & Sons, Li&D30 ]

! Lieutenant Chavasse subsequently became the only mée iawarded both a Victori@ross and bar in the First World
War. An outline of his life given at the end of this entry.
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HOOGE—16 JUNE, 1915

The Battle of Hooge or, as it is now officially and more
correctly named, the First Action at Bellewaarde, was
7915 a holding action to pin down enemy reserves and so
assist the operations which were being carried out on
the same day at Givenchy by the British and at Vimy by the
French. It had as its object the capture of the enemy’s system
of trenches lying between the Menin Road and the Ypres-Roulers
Railway. Here the German line formed a salient and their front-
line trenches south from Railway Wood were on a ridge from
which they had a clear view of all the country behind the British
lines right down to Ypres itself. The attack, if suecessful, would
deny to the enemy this advantage of position and would
straighten out the uncomfortable re-entrant in our own line.

According to the operation orders the attack was to be in
three stages. First, the Royal Fusiliers, Royal Scots Fusiliers
and Northumberland Fusiliers were to assault the enemy’s front
line of trenches. When this line was taken the Lincolns (on the
right) and the Liverpoo! Scottish were to go through and eapture
the second line from a house 100 yards south of Y 17 to Y 11,
the dividing line between the battalions being a hedge 150 yards
south of Railway Wood, running east from Cambridge Road,
and thence the track leading to Bellewaarde Farm. Flanks
during this second phase were to be secured, on the right, by
the 7th Brigade, which was ordered to work up under Y 20 and
the trench from that point to the second T in Eclusette and, on
the left, by the Northumberland Fusiliers who were to work
to ¥ 7 and Y 8 by bombing parties. The Royal Fusiliers and
Royal Scots Fusiliers were to reorganize and support the second
phase if necessary. After the capture and consolidation of the
second line the three battalions which had taken the first objective
were to go through again and capture the third objective, which
was from the south-west corner of Bellewanarde Lake, through
Y18, Y12and Y8, toe Y 7.

The 7th Brigade wes ordered to support the 9th Brigade
closely, to occupy trenches vacated by the 9th Brigade, to dig
communication-trenches linking up our trench-system with the
enemy’s and, after the capture of the third objective, to con-
solidate the line gained.

No. 38 Motor Machine-Gun Company was also to support the
attack from the Menin Road.

It will be seen from the above orders that the battalions
engaged were to do a double leap-frog. First the Lincolns ana
Liverpool Scottish were to pass through the other battalions
to assault the second objective, and then the Royal Fusiliers,
Royal Scots Fusiliers and Northumberland Fusiliers were to go
through again-and attack the third objective.

The disposition of the Liverpool Scottish for the attack was
as follows :—

“X,” “Y?*” and ““V? Companies, from right to left,
attacking each with two platoons in the first wave and two in
close support, and ‘“Z ** Company supporting the whole.

Every battalion drew from Brigade 400 bombs, including
150 of the Mills pattern—then a new invention—125 wire-cutters,
and 10 small flags, for the bombers to indicate their positions.
It was arranged that one platoon in each battalion should carry
spades to help in the work of consolidation. In the Liverpool
Scottish these were distributed—7 to each of the front companies
and 30 to ‘“ Z,”” the supporting company. The supply of bombs
was hopelessly inadequate, but no more were available. The
total brigade reserve amounted only to 1,200.

Each man carried 200 rounds S.A.A., sn extra day’s ration
in addition to the emergency ration, and had two sandbags
tucked through his belt. Haversacks were worn on the back, all
packs being marked and stored.

A section of the 1st Cheshire Field Company, R.E., was
attached to the Battalion to assist in consolidation.

The Battalion marched off from Busseboom at 4 p.m. on the
15th. The prospect of really having a go at the enemy after
sitting still in the trenches for months appealed to everyone
and the men were in tremendous form, singing and joking most
of the way up. After a very slow march with many halts the
assembly position in Cambridge Road was reached about mid-
night. The enemy had undoubtedly got wind of the impending
attack. Indeed he could hardly have failed to notice the unusua’
concentration of troops in and near our trenches and also the
fact that a number of new trenches had been dug behind
Cambridge Road. These were to accommodate units of the 7th
Brigade during the first stages of the attack. At any rate,
Cambridge Road was shelled steadily with 5.9 and 8-inch shells
from soon after- midnight and many casualties were incurred.
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