89: Reuben Joseph Williams
Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:

R. J. Williams

Rank: Private
Battalion / Regiment:

Depot Cheshire Regiment

Service Number: 11285
Buried / Commemorated at:

Date of Death: 01 February 1919

Age at Death:

24

St Mary & St Helen Churchyard, Neston

Additional information given by CWGC: The son of the late William and Mary Williams. Also served in
Gallipoli, France and Palestine

Reuben Joseph Williams was the 7th child of Neston collier William & Mary Williams; his
birth was registered in late 1894 and he was baptised at Neston 4 January 1895.
It is possible that (Thomas) William Williams married Mary Elizabeth Peers in the last
quarter of 1891 although no record of the marriage has been found. In the 1911
census, she gives her name as Mary Ann.
William was recorded as a collier, or miner, at the birth of each child except for the
couple’s last child, Harriet Jessie, when William was a labourer (although, most
probably, still working at the colliery]. There is good reason to believe that George
Forshaw Williams (born 1st quarter of 1901) was a grandson - Mary Elizabeth’s
illegitimate son - rather than a ‘son’ as recorded in the 1901 census.

1891 census (extract) – Little Neston
William Williams

40

Mary
Mary Elizabeth
Ellen
William
John Robert
Emily

28
8
7
4
2
1

coal miner

born Holyhead,
Denbighshire
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

Mary Elizabeth Williams was born in late 1882. Mary (21) of Bridge Street, Neston,
married George Forshaw, 24, labourer, of Hoylake at Neston Parish Church on 7 June
1903. It is highly probable that Mary Elizabeth was the mother of George Forshaw
Williams (born in early 1901); in the 1901 census George is recorded as a son of William
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and Mary (not an unusual method of concealing illegitimate children) but, in the 1911
census, he is recorded as a grandson.
George Forshaw, who was born in Barnston, was the son of blacksmith Robert (born in
Little Neston) and Ann (born Gayton) Forshaw. In 1901 George was recorded as being
22, a blacksmith’s striker, boarding with Hannah Blanchard in Hoylake. George and
Mary Forshaw have not been located in the 1911 census.
By the time of the 1901 census Mary Williams was recorded as a widow - William had
died, recorded as being 45, and was buried at Neston Parish Church on 28 April 1900.

1901 census (extract) – The Cross, Neston
Mary Williams
Ellen
William
John
Emily
Kate
Reuben
Harriet
George

39
17
15
13
11
9
7
16 months
3 months

widow
collier, mining

born Neston
born Liverpool
born Neston
born Neston
born Lt. Neston
born Colliery
born Colliery
born Neston
born Neston

The known baptismal dates for William and Mary’s children are:
Ellen
William
John Robert
Emily
Kate
Reuben Joseph
Harriet Jessie

8 January 1885
9 July 1886
13 July 1888
17 January 1890
24 June 1892
4 January 1895
14 January 1900 (William was recorded as a labourer)

It is known that William and Mary Williams baptised another son, Alfred Owens
Williams on 26 February 1897 but that he died and was buried, aged 18 months, at
Neston on 21 July 1898. The family was then living at Colliery and William was recorded
as a collier.
By the time of the 1911 census (2 April) Reuben was a railway porter on the London
and North Western Railway (LNWR), presumably at the now-dismantled Neston South
station which was located in Station Road, Neston:
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1911 census (condensed) – Bridge Street, Neston
Mary Ann Williams
William
Reuben Jos.
Harriet Jessie
George Forshaw Williams

46
24
18
11
9

widow
labourer, building
railway porter
grandson

born Little Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

Mary had been married for 18 years and eight of her 9 children had survived.

In 1911 John Robert Williams was a joiner’s labourer, 22, living at the home of his
cousin, police constable Willie Davies, in Rock Ferry.
As the Service Record of Reuben Williams has not been found it is not possible to detail
his army career although it is known that he had served in Gallipoli (where he
contracted dysentery and enteric fever), France (where he ‘was wounded in the knee,
cheek and breast’) and Palestine. Having returned to Britain to recuperate after one of
the incidents, the ship taking him back to the front lines was torpedoed and sank
although Reuben escaped with only a minor injury.
When he died, on 1 February 1919 (some 3 months after the end of the war) he was
attached to the Depot Cheshire Regiment and was buried in Neston. Presumably,
therefore, he died either as the consequences of an accident, from war-related injuries
or from illness. It is probable that Reuben died in Neston.
In 1917 Mary Williams had three sons serving in the Forces as her eldest son, William
(‘Willie’), was serving with the Royal Engineers in Palestine and John Robert Williams
(‘Jack’) was serving aboard a hospital ship with the Royal Army Medical Corps.
Kate Williams, Reuben’s elder sister married a James Fisher Samson at St Paul’s Church,
Birkenhead, in April / June 1916 and James served as an Air Mechanic in the Flying
Corps. in the war.
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James may have been the son of ship’s cook John and Janet Samson; in the 1901
census, although James had been born in Birkenhead the family was living in West
Derby. James may have been a pupil at the Jesuit-run Mount St Mary’s College, an
independent day and boarding school at Spinkhill between Chesterfield and Sheffield.
Kate died, aged 27, on 3 February 1919, just two days after Reuben’s death; she is
buried in Neston Parish Churchyard. The date of James’ death is uncertain.
Very little further is known of the family although it is possible that William Williams
(recorded as William Owen Williams), Reuben’s brother, married Annie Whitby) at a
Civil Marriage on Wirral in July/September 1908. William died on December 11 1938
aged 52.
Other members of the family have not been traced with any certainty and have not
been found in the 1939 Register.

Chester Chronicle - Saturday 19 May 1917

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 26 May 1917

Reuben Williams’ war grave in Neston Parish Churchyard
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Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929
In Summer 1919, and for some time after, the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to
soldiers or, in the case of those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a
War Gratuity was often paid. In July 1920 Reuben’s brothers William and John, and Reuben’s married sister
Mary Elizabeth Forshaw, received a payment of outstanding wages of £14 1s 10d from the army and a War
Gratuity of £5. This was allocated as: William - £2 10s; John - £6 2s; Elizabeth Foreshaw - £5 9s. This, a total
value of £19 1s 10d, is equivalent to a labour value (wages) of around £2950 in 2016. Additionally, the
Register notes that there was also a P.O.S.B. (Post Office Savings Bank) account containing £25.
The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount
paid was related to the length of war service.
The form also, under ‘Date and Place of Death’ appears to record ‘Farlo Leeton’ – the significance of this is
unknown.
The Williams’ family grave in Neston Parish Churchyard.
It is not clear whether Reuben is buried here or at the site of
his War Grave stone near the entrance to the church.
In Loving Memory of
RUTH ROBERTS
Who Died Oct. 26th 1890
Aged 9 Months
Also REUBEN JOSEPH WILLIAMS
Who Died Feb. 1st 1919
Aged 24 Years.
Also KATE SAMSON
Beloved Wife of JAMES SAMSON
And Sister of the above
Who Died Feb. 3rd 1919
Aged 27 Years
In the Midst of Life We are in Death
Also WILLIAM
Dearly Loved Husband of ANNE WILLIAMS
And Brother of the Above
Who Died December 11th 1938
In His 53rd Year
“At Rest”
Ruth Roberts was a daughter of labourer Thomas and Sarah
Roberts (née Blythe); Ruth was baptised at Neston on 11
January 1890 but the relationship between the Roberts and
Williams families is unknown.
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The hucksters haggle in the mart
The cars and carts go by;
Senates and schools go droning on;
For dead things cannot die.

A storm stooped on the place of tombs
With bolts to blast and rive;
But these be names of many men
The lightning found alive.

If usurers rule and rights decay
And visions view once more
Great Carthage like a golden shell
Gape hollow on the shore,
Still to the last of crumbling time
Upon this stone be read
How many men of England died
To prove they were not dead.
“For a War Memorial”
G. K. Chesterton
(1874 – 1936)
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