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86: William Hughes Tozer 

 

 

William Hughes Tozer was the sixth, and final, child of Thomas and Jane Tozer (née 
Hughes) of Neston.  Thomas Tozer was a son of publican John and Elizabeth Tozer who 
kept the Coach & Horses in Neston where John had, previously, been recorded as a 
carrier. Thomas is known also to have served on the District Council. 
 

With strong connections to Neston Female Friendly Society Elizabeth Tozer (née Pyke) 
was descended from the Society’s founder-member Ellen (Elinor) Pyke and an 
abbreviated lineage of the family is shown on the following page.  
 

William’s brother, James Trevor Tozer, enlisted in the Army Reserve in August 1916 
and, as a baker, served with the 57th Field Bakery (and was transferred to the 488 Coy. 
Royal Army Service Corps. [Service Number 295477]) but may not have seen service 
abroad. Another brother, Thomas Wastill Tozer, was also recorded as being a Private 
when he attended William’s funeral in September 1916 and he is known to have served 
with the 1/5th Battalion Cheshire Regiment (Service No. 243992). 
 

William Tozer was baptised at Neston 9 October 1896 when his father was recorded as 
a pawnbroker and in the 1901 census Thomas was a ‘pawnbroker and outfitter’. In 
1901 they were living, as they had been in 1891, on Neston High Street: 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: W. H. Tozer   

Rank: Private   

Battalion / Regiment:  20th Bn.  London Regiment  

Service Number:   5556  Date of Death: 07 September 1916  Age at Death: ?  

Buried / Commemorated at: Neston Cemetery, Raby Road, Neston 

Additional information given by CWGC: None  

1901 census (extract) – High Street, Neston 
 

 Thomas Tozer  42  pawnbroker & outfitter        born Neston 
 Jane   39             born Buckley 
 John R.   16  joiner’s apprentice         born Buckley 
 Margaret E.  15             born Neston 
 Thomas W.  12             born Neston 
 Harold   10             born Neston 
 James T.      7             born Neston 
 William H.      4             born Neston 
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Note: This is an abbreviated lineage which shows only selected individuals. William Hughes, the subject of 
this account, is shown in red. 
 

Ellen Pyke had one other daughter, Sarah Martin, who married (in Liverpool on 13 May 1855) widower 
William Morrison, a joiner from Scotland. Sarah died at her home, the Old Vicarage, and she was buried at 
the Parish Church on 21 February 1891 aged 69. She had been a member of Neston Female Friendly 
Society for 47 year and had served as the Society’s Benefit Stewardess. Sarah’s daughter, Ann, married 
master mariner Louis Henry Pakenham Walsh in 1885 and two of their children were in military service in 
WW1: 
 

- Robert Pakenham Walsh served as a Lieutenant in the Royal Navy and was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander in 1918. 

- Louis Pakenham Walsh served as Captain in the Cheshire Regiment, Royal Flying Corp and the RAF and 
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in January 1918. 

The relationship of William Hughes Tozer to the Pyke and Martin families of Neston 

 

In the 1911 census William’s father, Thomas Tozer, is recorded with dual occupations - 
a ‘pawnbroker & outfitter etc’ and, added afterwards by the enumerator, a ‘bread & 
flour dealer’. In that census William’s sister, Margaret Elizabeth is shown as being the 
manageress of a bread shop - and two other siblings were employed in the business - 
so it appears that the family business had broadened: 
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1911 census – High Street, Neston 
 

 Thomas Tozer     53 pawnbroker & outfitter etc / bread & flour dealer born Neston 
 Jane      49 assisting in business     born Buckley 
 John Robert     26 joiner       born Buckley 
 Margaret Elizabeth    25 manageress bread shop    born Neston 
 Thomas Wastill Tozer    22 baker       born Neston 
 Harold      20 joiner       born Neston 
 James Trevor     17 baker’s apprentice     born Neston 
 William Hughes Tozer    14        born Neston 
 Mary Hughes     49 sister-in-law , visitor     born Buckley 
 

 Thomas and Jane had been married for 28 years and all their 6 children had survived. 
 

 
 

Although we do not have William’s Service Record it was reported that William had 
enlisted in the Royal Army Medical Corps in about September 1915 but was transferred 
to the 2/20th Battalion London regiment some time later. 
 

The 2/20th (Blackheath and Woolwich) Battalion, London Regiment was a unit of the 
Territorial Force with their HQ at Holly Hedge House, Blackheath - this site was bombed 
during WW2 and the majority of their early records were destroyed. 
 

On 24 June 1916 the Battalion landed at Le Havre but the newspaper report notes that 
William was taken ill after about three months on active service, rather than wounded 
(‘whilst in the trenches contracted sickness’), and was brought back to Britain and died 
in Ruchill Hospital in Glasgow, probably very shortly before his 20th birthday. No details 
of his illness and death are known and it is unclear as to why he was in Glasgow 
although Ruchill specialised in infectious diseases and fevers. 
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Birkenhead News – Saturday 16 September 1916 

The Tozer family grave in Neston Cemetery 

Liverpool Echo - Monday 11 September 1916 

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 16 September 1916 

British Army WWI Medal Rolls 
Index Cards, 1914-1920 
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Birkenhead News – Wednesday 20 September 1916 

William’s mother Jane Tozer died 
on 4 August 1924 aged 63 and his father, Thomas,  
died 18 October 1936, aged 78. They are buried at 
Neston Cemetery. 
 

Of William’s siblings it is known that:  
 

John Robert Tozer married Violet Charlotte Witt, 
a housemaid living in Hoylake (born in Birkenhead) at St Hildeburgh Church, 
Hoylake, in late 1919. John died in mid-1941 aged 57 and Violet (born 13 August 
1887) died in mid-1972 aged 84. They are buried at Neston Cemetery.  
John, with an interest in pigeon-racing, had been a well-known and successful 
member of The Neston & District Homing Society. 
 

Margaret Elizabeth Tozer 
married Harry Norman, a 
builder (born Little Neston) 
who, in 1911 (when recorded 
as a joiner) was living at 
‘West View’, Church Road, 
Neston, at Neston Parish Church on 26 December 1914. Harry was then 29 and 
Margaret, of Neston High Street, was 28. Margaret’s brother Thomas was a witness. 

 

Thomas Wastill Tozer (born 2 May 1888) died in late 1964 aged 76. He served with 
the Cheshire Regiment during WW1 (Service No. 241202) and on 18 September 1917 
was reported to have been wounded. In the 1939 Register, single, he was living on 
his own account at Neston Cross - no number was given for the building. 
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Chester Chronicle - Saturday 16 September 1916 
 

James Trevor Tozer (born 11 April 1893) married Ethel Williams in Liverpool in early 
1921 and he died in late 1975 aged 82. In the 1939 Register, recorded as a bread 
baker in partnership, he was living with Ethel (born 27 February 1887) on Bridge 
Street - no number was recorded for the building. With them was Bessie (born 2 
September 1925) in Neston, probably their only child 1 and a William Tozer (born 20 
April 1892), a solicitor’s junior clerk. The identity of this William has not been found 
- he was not a brother of James and no recorded birth has been found. 

 

The newspaper report notes that ‘Miss E.  
Jones, deceased’s fiancée’ attended the  

funeral - she may have been Emily Jones, a daughter of mines fireman Edward and 
Mary Jones of Ivy Cottage, Newtown, Little Neston. 
Edward Jones, Emily’s brother, died on 18 October 1916 whilst serving with the 13th 

Battalion The King's (Liverpool Regiment). [See 44: Edward Jones] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1  Bessie probably married Joseph Logan in Chester in mid-1970. 

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 
 

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of 
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often 
paid. In August 1919 William’s mother Jane, as sole, legatee, received a payment of outstanding wages of £6 
15s 3d from the army and a War Gratuity of £3. This, a total value of £9 15s 3d, is equivalent to a labour value 
(wages) of around £1510 in 2016. 
 

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served 
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served 
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount 
paid was related to the length of war service. 


