80: George Rowlands

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: George Rowlands

Rank: Sergeant

Battalion / Regiment:  9th Bn. The King's (Liverpool Regiment)

Service Number: 330608 Date of Death: 15 July 1918 Age at Death: 23
Buried / Commemorated at: St Mary & St Helen Churchyard, Neston

Additional information given by CWGC: The son of George and Josephine Rowlands of 46, Summer St.,
Stormy, Skelmersdale, Lancs. Born at Neston

George Rowlands was the son of Neston collier George (born 8 December 1863) and
Josephine Rowlands and George jnr was baptised in Neston 13 January 1895 when
their address was given as Little Neston.

George Rowlands married Josephine McNally at St Peter’s Church, Liverpool, in late
1887 and, in 1891, they were living at 23 Coburg Street in Birkenhead with their
daughters Elizabeth Georgina (2) and Florence (1 month). George, at that time, was
recorded as being a brewer’s drayman.

By 1901 the family had moved to Neston and George was now employed as a
coalminer:
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1901 census (extract) — No. 1 Colliery Company Cottages
George Rowlands 36 coalminer, under born Seacombe
Josephine 34 born Ireland
Elizabeth G. 12 born Birkenhead
Florence 10 born Birkenhead
George 6 born Little Neston
Albert E. 1 born Little Neston

‘Colliery Company Cottages’ refers to the houses in New Street, off Marshlands Road (then known
as Colliery Lane or Wood Lane, its previous name).

Albert Edward Rowlands was baptised at Neston on 12 November 1899; George snr
was recorded as a collier and their address was given as Colliery.

By the time of the 1911 census the family had moved to Neston High Street and George
jnr, 16, was a hairdresser living with his parents:
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1911 census (condensed) — High Street, Neston

George Rowlands 46 colliery labourer, underground born Seacombe
Josephine 44 born Dublin
Elizabeth G. 22 born Birkenhead
Florence M. 20 born Birkenhead
George 16 hairdresser born Neston
Albert E. 11 born Neston

George and Josephine had been married for 23 years and four of their five children had survived.

It is understood that George Rowlands enlisted in The King's (Liverpool Regiment) on 9
September 1914 with the Service Number 2604 but was reassigned with the Service
Number 330608 in early 1917. He was aged 19 years 8 months when he enlisted.

George Rowlands embarked for France on 12 March 1915 and he then served with the
1/9'™" Battalion. The 9% Battalion (then undivided) was formed in August 1914 in
Everton Road, Liverpool, and was part of the South Lancashire Brigade, West
Lancashire Division. On mobilisation, on 4 August, the Battalion had entrained at Lime
Street Station and moved to Dunfermline, Scotland, for training as part of the Firth of
Forth defences.

In October 1914 - George Rowlands had joined by this date - the Battalion moved to
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, where it remained in training for about five months. As the 9t"
was a Territorial formation, service overseas was not compulsory and so the troops
were asked to take the Imperial Service Obligation which permitted overseas posting.
These volunteers, comprising the majority, were re-designated as the 1/9t" Battalion
(Overseas Service Battalion) with those who did not wish to sign being allocated to the
2/9%" Battalion (Second Line) which, at least in the short-term, would be based in
Britain. In fact the 2/9'™" Battalion travelled to France in February 1917 and, a year later
(February 1918) was absorbed into the 1/9*" Battalion.
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The 1/9%" Battalion arrived in Le Havre on 13 March 1915 and transferred to the 2™
Brigade, 1° Division and first saw significant action at The Battle of Aubers Ridge on 9
May 1915 where they lost around 100 men, a small number compared to other
formations who were in action on that day. The following actions are well-described in
Ken Lees’ excellent website, based on his research of the 9% Battalion:

Later in the year the largest British effort of the war so far was launched. The 1/9% Battalion
and the London Scottish, made up 'Green's Force' which was tasked with attacking in the
region of Lone Tree on the opening day of the Battle of Loos, 25 September 1915. Losses were
very heavy and when they were withdrawn from the front line in the early hours of 28
September, they left 11 officers and 223 other ranks killed, wounded or missing. But the battle
continued and there was not much time to rest and recuperate. On 7 October, the depleted
battalion was back in the front line just a day before a large German counter-attack fell upon
their position. Losses were again heavy, with 3 officers and 98 other ranks killed, wounded or
missing. Then on 13 October, the 1t Division attacked again at Hulluch. The attack was a
failure and the 9" King's, held in reserve, suffered from heavy retaliatory shelling by the enemy.
Fortunately, on this occasion, the casualties were few and the following day the battalion was
withdrawn. Their part in the Battle of Loos was over.

In January 1916 the Battalion left the 1% Division and joined the re-amalgamated West
Lancashire Division of the Territorial Force to which they had belonged prior to the war. The
Division was now known as the 55 (West Lancashire) Division, Territorial Force, and the 1/9%
Battalion joined the other 1%t line Territorial battalions from their regiment - 1/5%, 1/6t
(Liverpool Rifles), 1/7th, 1/7t" (Liverpool Irish) and the 1/10% (Liverpool Scottish).

February 1916 saw the Battalion in the Wailly Sector, south of Arras. They spent the next few
months here, alternating their time in the front line with time spent in reserve and at rest. The
spring and early summer saw the British Army on the Western Front preparing for the Battle of
the Somme which would be launched on 1 July. The 1/9 King's Liverpool Regt. was not directly
involved in the opening stages of the battle, but took part in a series of successful trench raids
at the end of June, designed in part to maintain pressure on the Germans all along the line to
prevent them reinforcing the Somme front.

By the end of July, the Battalion were moving towards the Somme, in preparation for their part
in the battle, a battle that would be the last for so many. On 5 August, they were in the front
line near to the German-held village of Guillemont. The fighting that followed is often referred
to as some of the hardest of the whole battle - for both sides. In less than 24 hours the
Battalion suffered over 100 casualties, a terrible toll when they weren't even attacking. They
attacked the village on 12 August and made no ground at a cost of over 200 men. They were
not to be spared the full horrors of the Somme. But the battle went on and a month later, they
found themselves in the line once more, a short distance away near to the village of Longueval.
On 25 September 1916, a year to the day since their attack on the first day of the Battle of
Loos, the Battalion went forward into the attack once more, this time from the village of Flers,
towards Gueudecourt. The 9% King's achieved all of their objectives that day, but again, they
paid a heavy price.

In October, the Battalion left the Battle of the Somme and travelled north to Ypres where they
would carry out duties in and out of the line through the winter of 1916 and on through the
spring and summer of 1917. In July 1917 the British Army once again went onto the offensive in
the Third Battle of Ypres which became known as ‘Passchendaele’. They attacked near to the
village of Wieltje on the opening day of the battle, 31 July 1917, in conditions which soon
appeared almost impossible. Survival against the elements was a difficult task in itself without
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the ever present danger of the German shelling and machine guns. The objective allotted to the
Battalion consisted of a section of the enemy second line called the "Stutzpunkt" Line. In spite
of the conditions and the determined resistance of the German defenders, the attack of the
opening day of the battle was relatively successful but as always, many men of the Battalion
paid for this success with their lives before being relieved from the front line on the night of 2/3
August.

Their efforts in the opening days of one of the world's epic battles was recognised with
numerous awards to officers and men for gallantry and the following message from the
Brigade Commander:

To Officer Commanding, 9% King's Liverpool Regt.
Will you please congratulate all ranks of your Battalion on the great gallantry they
displayed during the recent operations? They not only captured all their objectives, but
also helped other troops to capture theirs. The magnificent way in which they captured
the position and held it against all counter attacks makes me very proud to have such a
Battalion in my Brigade.

L. BOYD MOSS, Brigadier General, 165" Brigade. 4 August, 1917.

After a period of rest and recovery the Battalion once more moved up into the front lines for
the next attack which was to take place on 20 September. This became known as the Battle of
the Menin Road and the 9t King's found themselves in the same part of the line that they had
left six weeks earlier.

Once again, after very heavy fighting, some of it at the point of their bayonets, all objectives
were seized and the task of consolidation began under heavy shellfire. The Battalion remained
in the line until 22 September when they were relieved.

The Battalion, after two major attacks, had been decimated and needed time to rebuild and
absorb whatever reinforcements were available. They were moved to a quiet sector of the line,
not far from Cambrai which was to be the scene of the next major effort by the British to
defeat the Germans. The 9" King's weren't to play a significant role in this battle, as they
simply weren't strong enough after their efforts at Ypres.

The opening phase of the Cambrai battle was a success as the
British deployed tanks en mass for the first time, but the
success was short-lived. The Germans regained all of the
ground at a huge cost to the British. A German counter-attack
on 30 November fell upon the weakly held line in front of
Lempire and the weakened 9% King's struggled desperately to
keep the attackers at bay. They were finally relieved on 5
December.

As a consequence of the reduction of the number of infantry
battalions in the organisation of the British division from twelve
to nine, the 1/9", being the junior battalion in the 165t
Brigade, was split up. Some considered themselves fortunate
when they discovered they were to be sent to the 2/9t
Battalion. The remainder were split up into drafts for the 1%,
4t and 12t King's. When the 1/9% and 2/9" were re-
amalgamated they were once again known as the 9" Battalion
— this was 1 February 1918.

[From http://www.9thkings.co.uk/ with minor

amendment]
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George Rowlands died of influenza on 15 July 1918 and it is clear that, as he was buried
at Neston Parish Church, he was brought back from France to aid his recovery. The
records, in fact, show that he was discharged from the army on 23 March 1918 and
George therefore died less than four months later. It is not known whether he died in
Neston or in hospital elsewhere in Britain and no further details of his death are
known.

George’s older sister, Florence Mary, had married John W Cartmel of Neston at Our
Lady & St. Nicholas & St. Anne, the Liverpool Parish Church, in early 1912 and they had
four children. John fought as a Private with the Royal Army Service Corps in WW1, was
injured during a gas attack and was returned to Britain and discharged from the RASC
on 5 June 1918. Never fully recovering, John died on aged 29 on 20 September 1920
and was buried at Neston Cemetery [see 121: John W. Cartmel]. The address of
Florence was recorded later as 8, Raby Road, probably the home of John Cartmel’s
grandmother, Sarah, as she had died, aged 70, in October 1912. Florence died on 26
September 1929 aged 39 and she is buried in Neston Cemetery.

At some date following the 1911 census George Rowlands snr and Josephine moved
from Neston to Skelmersdale, presumably for George to work on the Lancashire
Coalfield.

_ NESTON EX-SOLDIER
SUCCUMBS TOQ INFLUE%ZA.

_ The news of the death of Sergt. e
Rowlands, eidest son of Mr. and sre. Go
‘Towlands, has been received with dee;;
regret in the Nestop district. to which he
batbneed: He was formerly a chorister at
the parish charch, and a member of the
‘Neston Boys’ Brigade, earning the esteem
of all with whom he came into contact. A
few years ago the family removed to Skel.
‘mersdale, and he enlisted early in tho war.

MITJTARY FUNERAL.—On ¥riday last ther:
was laid to rest one who had done his duty *or
his couniry. Mr. G. Rowlands joined the King's
Liverpocls in 1814, He was drafted to France|
iwhere ho soon attained the rank of sergeant.|
|Whilst in France he was badly wounded, afier-|
iwards returning to Euglend to receive his dis-
charge from the Army. A short time @mo he|
lwas seized with influenza, from which he aied.—|
The funerai service, which took place at the Nas-|
ton Parish Church, was conducted by the Rev.
C. Breok Gwynme. A party of deceased’s com-
rades frem his old regiment acted as bearers
|and firing parby. At the cleso of the ser®ice three

volleys were fived over the grave, and the “Lasy M S i T
pest’’ sounded. ‘ George Rowland’s CWGC headstone
Chester Chronicle - Saturday 27 July 1918 in Neston Parish Churchyard
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Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits — mainly remaining wages — to soldiers or, in the case of
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often
paid.

George Rowlands had been formally discharged from the army on 23 March 1918 and any outstanding credit
would have been paid to him at that time. However, following his death from influenza, a War Gratuity of £23
10s was payable and this was given to Josephine Rowlands, his mother. The sum of £23 10s in 1919 is,
approximately, equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £3600 in 2016.

On this record George’s Service Number (330608) has been incorrectly entered as 530608. The form also
notes that, although George had served with the 9t Battalion The King's (Liverpool Regiment), he served
finally with the 7t" Battalion.

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount
paid was related to the length of war service.

Name, [ Corps. | Rauk Legtl. No.

WP K| Pl |26

RINLANDS 2= | i bof- |tis believed that George’s sister Elizabeth
é T TR 11 remained unmarried and died on Wirral in
T e aw e ] July / September 1951 aged 62.
_ vereer  \kt/e £pafd 4eedl R amend—
_l{‘ ///(:I_Gé ’{ 358* e Josephine Rowlands, George’s mother,
e #l2, /

died on 8 January 1926 aged 59 in the

| f —— __‘ v Ormskirk district and is buried at Neston

T \[/}gﬂ/fm ‘ ' _ Parish Church.
#di= 3= /’ ‘ K. 1380,

At the time of the 1939 Register (29

British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920
ritish Army edal RoTs Tndex ~ards, September) George Rowlands snr

(widower, born 8 December 1863, retired caretaker) was living at 24 Cottage Close with
journeyman plumber John J Lowans (born 1 August 1912), his wife Ivy Lowans (born 28
June 1912) and their child. Ivy Lowans was a twin daughter of George Rowland’s
daughter, Florence Cartmel [see 121: John W. Cartmel]. George Rowlands died in mid-
1943 aged 78.

Albert E Rowlands (born 30 July 1899) seems to have married Lilleth C Pickman (born 8
September 1899) in the Swansea area in mid-1930 and, having moved to the
Wellington area of East Shropshire, they appear to have had four children. In the 1939
Register they are recorded as living at 38 Glebe Street, Wellington, and Albert was a
clerk with the Inland Revenue. One line of the Register has been redacted.
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