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79: Robert Roscoe 

 

Robert [‘Pusher’] Roscoe was probably the 8th child of fisherman William and Mary Ann 
Roscoe of Little Neston and the older brother of James Roscoe who was killed in WW1 
in November 1917 [see entry 78: James Roscoe where more information on Robert’s 
siblings and the family is also given].  
 

Robert was born on 5 August 1886 and baptised on 22 October at St Winefride’s RC 
Church, Neston. 
 

In the 1881 census William (29, labourer) and Mary Ann (27), with three children (Mary 
Ellen, 9; Thomas; 7; John, 4) were living in Little Neston. By 1891, although still in Little 
Neston, William had become a fisherman and the family had expanded: 

 

In late 1892 Mary Ellen Roscoe married coal miner Edward Jellicoe at a Civil Marriage 
on Wirral and in 1901 they were living on Pritchard’s Row, Little Neston, with their five 
children. 
 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: Robert Roscoe    

Rank: Private   

Battalion / Regiment:  1st / 4th. Bn.  Cheshire Regiment  

Service Number:   2762   Date of Death: 22 August 1915  Age at Death: ?  

Buried / Commemorated at: Helles Memorial, Gallipoli, Canakkale, Turkey  

Additional information given by CWGC: None  

1891 census (extract) – Little Neston 
 

 William Roscoe  39  fisherman    born Little Neston 
 Mary Ann   39       born Little Neston 
 Thomas   17  fisherman    born Little Neston 
 John    14       born Little Neston 
 William     8       born Little Neston 
 Richard     7       born Little Neston 
 Robert        4       born Little Neston 
 Joseph        2       born Little Neston 
 James     11 months      born Little Neston 
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By 1901 it appears as though William and Mary Ann Roscoe had separated as they 
appear separately in the census for that year and, in the 1911 census, William indicated 
the separation. In 1901 Mary Ann Roscoe (46) was living with her youngest son, James 
(11) on Golden Lion Yard off Neston High Street and  William, and some of the other 
children, were living in Norman’s Cottages, Badger Butt (now Badger Bait) in Little 
Neston where Robert was working as a fisherman for his father: 

 

Robert was not in the family home in Little Neston at the time of the 1911 census [see 
these details in the previous entry,78: James Roscoe] as he was now boarding with 
fish-hawker Robert & Alice Ouldred on Liverpool Road. Robert, 24, was a fisherman and 
was probably working for the Ouldreds, in competition with his father. It is interesting 
that, at the time of the 1901 census, Richard Roscoe, recorded as Dick (17), was a 
general labourer boarding with the same Robert Oldred, then on Chester Road, Neston. 
 

Whilst it is known that Robert married (his outstanding army wages were paid to his 
widow, Elizabeth, his sole legatee), no certain record of the marriage has been found.  
 

No details of Robert’s army service are known other than he enlisted in Birkenhead and 
was serving with the 1/4th Battalion Cheshire Regiment when he was killed in Gallipoli 
in August 1915. 
 

The 1/4th Battalion was formed in August 1914 in Birkenhead as part of the Cheshire 
Brigade, Welsh Division. On mobilisation the troops moved to Shrewsbury and Church 
Stretton but by the end of August 1914 had moved to Northampton. In December 1914 
they moved again to Cambridge and by March 1915 were at Bedford.  
 

On 13 May 1915 the formation became the 159th Brigade, 53rd (Welsh) Division and 
they sailed in July 1915 from Devonport, going via Alexandria to Gallipoli where they 
landed at Suvla Bay on 9 August 1915. As Robert was reported to have died on 22 
August he saw very little service and the circumstances of his death are unknown other 
than he was reported as missing (and he may have been shot in the shoulder) before it 
was confirmed that he had died. In fact it is very probable that Robert actually died 

1901 census (extract) – Norman’s Cottages, Badger Butt, Little Neston 
 

 William Roscoe  49  fisherman    born Little Neston 
 John    24  fisherman    born Little Neston 
 Robert    14  fisherman    born Little Neston 
 Joseph    12       born Little Neston 
 Margaret       9       born Little Neston 
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before 22 August (August 15 is also on record) and that this date was ascribed later, as 
an official date, for the army records.  Certainly, his body was never recovered. 
 

The War Diary entries for the 1/4th Battalion Cheshire Regiment provides some detail of 
the events around the time of the death of Robert Roscoe: 
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Although the Turkish forces only managed light opposition, the landing at Suvla was 
mismanaged from the outset and quickly reached stalemate conditions that existed 
already on the other Gallipoli fronts at Anzac and Helles. On 15 August, after a week of 
indecision and inactivity, the British commander at Suvla, Lieutenant-General Sir 
Frederick Stopford was dismissed. His performance in command has been described as 
one of the most incompetent feats of generalship of the First World War. Some of the 
poorly-coordinated proceedings were described by Arthur Crookenden:  
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British troops landing at Suvla Bay, 6 August 1915 
[Source: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/] 

Landing conditions at Suvla Bay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
[The History of the 
Cheshire Regiment in 
the Great War, 1914-
1918     
A. Crookenden,    
Colonel of the 
Regiment        WH 
Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd.     
1938] 
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British horse lines at Suvla Bay   [Source : http://www.iwmprints.org.uk/image/743573/] 

Birkenhead News – Saturday 25 November 1916 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page | 980 
 

British Army WWI Medal Rolls 
Index Cards, 1914-1920 

 

 
 

 
Robert Roscoe died less than 3 
weeks after his 29th birthday. 
 

Robert, Richard, and James Roscoe 
all served in the army during 
WW1.  Richard was captured at 
the Battle of Mons (23 August 
1914 - the first major action of the 
British Expeditionary Force) but 
was repatriated and James died on  

    10 November 1917. 
 

It is understood that William Roscoe, James’ father, died on 26 August 1935 when he 
was living at Lynton Cottage, Sandy Lane, Helsby. 
 

It is understood that Mary Ann Roscoe died on 24 April 1942 in the Runcorn area. 
 

For additional details of the family and Robert’s siblings see entry 78: James Roscoe.  

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 
 

In the summer of 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the 
case of those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was 
often paid. 
 

Robert Roscoe had accrued a credit of £1 16s 7d and this was paid to his sole legatee, his widow Elizabeth. 
Nothing is known of Elizabeth and no record of the marriage (which must have been after the 1911 census) 
has been found. Elizabeth received also the £3 War Gratuity. The total payment of £4 16s 7d, is 
approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £750 in 2016. 
 

On this record it notes death presumed and the date of death was recorded as ‘on or since 15 August’, a 
date one week earlier than the ‘official’ date of 22 August. 
 

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served 
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served 
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount 
paid was related to the length of war service. 


