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John Wilson Roberts 

76: Thomas Wilson Roberts 

  

Thomas Wilson Roberts was born in early 1891, the eldest son and third child of John 
Wilson Roberts and Mary Elizabeth. 
 

In the 1881 census John Roberts, then 28, was the manager of a tea warehouse and 
was lodging in Brighton Street, Seacombe. John became a tea merchant and started his 
own business in Liverpool in 1891, Wilson Roberts & Co.  
The Roberts & Co. website [http://www.e-coffee.co.uk/] gives 
the following information and a photograph of John:  
 

Our family has been involved in the tea and coffee business 
since the 19th century. John Wilson Roberts came from Nefyn, 
on the Llyn peninsula, in North Wales. 
Like many Welsh, he moved to Liverpool to work, and into the 
tea trade, which was dominated by the Welsh. Liverpool was 
at the peak of its prosperity and tea was a major import. He 
started his own business - Wilson Roberts & Co. – in 1891.  
Initially the company was solely a tea merchant, with coffee 
not added until the 1930s. Sales were largely back to the 
North Wales area. The Port of Liverpool constituted the other 
main area of business. Shipping lines – Cunard, Blue Star Line, 
White Star Line and others were customers. 
That was the pattern of trade until the late 1950s – 1960s 
when the decline of the Port and the arrival of supermarkets 
mean that new markets had to be found. The catering trade 
became the biggest element of sales.  
We moved into speciality Tea and Coffee shops in the 1980s. 
We opened shops in Wigan, Chester, Royal Exchange Manchester, Southport and Soho! In 1989 
we added The Cafe at Cedar Farm, in Mawdesley. Rising high street rents and the aftermath of 
the 1996 Manchester bombing led us to pull out of the retail trade. 
 

The family name, Wilson, was perpetuated by giving it as the second name to all of 
John’s five children. 
 

In the 1891 census, shortly after Thomas Wilson Roberts was born, the family was living 
off Manor Road in Liscard: 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: Thomas Wilson Roberts    

Rank: Second Lieutenant   

Battalion / Regiment:  Cheshire Regiment 1st Bn. formerly 6th Bn. The King's (Liverpool Regiment)  

Service Number:   ?   Date of Death: 1 September 1916  Age at Death: 25  

Buried / Commemorated at: Bronfay Farm Military Cemetery, Bray-sur-Somme, Departement de la 
Somme, Picardie, France  

Additional information given by CWGC: Son of John Wilson Roberts and Mary Elizabeth Wilson Roberts, of 
Liverpool. Enlisted Aug.,1914.  
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Photo : Google Street View 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although, by 1901, the enlarged family had moved a short distance, they were still 
living in Liscard: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nevin (now Nefyn) is a small village on the north coast of the Lleyn Peninsula, 

Caernarfonshire (now Gwynedd). 
 

The family was still at the same address, a 
substantial brick-built semi-detached property, 
in Liscard at the time of the 1911 census when 
Thomas was working at a bank: 

1901 census (extract) – 4, Stoney Hey, Liscard, New Brighton 
 

 John W. Roberts 48  wholesale tea dealer                     born Nevin 
 Mary E. Roberts 43                           born Liverpool 
 Dilys W.  14                           born Liscard 
 Dorothy M. W. 12                           born Liscard 
 Thomas W.  10                           born Liscard 
 William W.    7                           born Liscard 
 Olive W.    2                           born Liscard 
 Griffith   43  brother, commercial traveller (tea)                   born Nevin 
 Ellen J. Williams 23  servant                      born Blaenau  

             Ffestiniog 
 Katie Hughes  20  mother’s help (domestic)                    born Bethesda 
 

1891 census (extract) – 1, Norland Terrace, Manor Road, Liscard 
 

 John W. Roberts 38  grocer, manager, tea merchant born Caernarvonshire, ? 
 Mary E.  33       born Liverpool 
 Dilys W.    4       born Liscard 
 Dorothy W.    2       born Liscard 
 Thomas  3 months      born Liscard 
 Amilia(?) Roberts 25  general domestic servant  born Caernarvonshire, Nevin
 Sarah ?   22  servant    born Scotland 
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The newspaper accounts of Thomas’s death note that, before he enlisted in the 
Liverpool Rifles on the outbreak of war in August 1914, he was a bank clerk with the 
Bank of Liverpool - this acquired Martins Bank in 1918, changed its name to Bank of 
Liverpool and Martins Ltd., which became Martins Bank Ltd in 1928 and became part of 
Barclays Bank Ltd in 1969. 
 

The Liverpool Rifles was a unit of the Territorial Army formed in Lancashire as a 'Rifle 
Volunteer Corps' (RVC) in 1859, becoming a battalion of The King's (Liverpool 
Regiment)  in 1881. It is recorded that Thomas served on the front line with the Rifles 
[6th Battalion The King's (Liverpool Regiment)] in February 1915, and gained his 
commission to Second Lieutenant, before joining the 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment in 
March 1916.   
 

The 6th Battalion The King's (Liverpool Regiment) was formed in August 1914 in Princes 
Park Barracks, Liverpool, and was part of the Liverpool Brigade, West Lancashire 
Division. On 25 February 1915 the troops landed at Le Havre and transferred to the 15th 
Brigade, 5th Division but on 18 November 1915 they left the Brigade and were attached 
as Army Troops to the Third Army. On 26 January 1916 they transferred to the 165th 
Brigade, 55th (West Lancashire) Division. 
 

1911 census (condensed) – 4, Stoney Hey Road, Wallasey 
 

 John Wilson Roberts  58  tea and coffee dealer       born Nevin 
 Mary Elizabeth  53           born Liverpool 
 Dilys     24  art student        born Liscard 
 Dorothy Mary   22           born Liscard 
 Thomas   20  bank clerk        born Liscard 
 William   17  assistant (tea trade)       born Liscard 
 Olive    12  school         born Liscard 
 Margaret Hannah Jones 20  general servant (domestic)      born Gwersyllte 
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Liverpool Daily Post - Friday 8 September 1916 and 
repeated in the Liverpool Echo - Thursday 7 
September 1916 and the Chester Chronicle - 
Saturday 9 September 1916 

It appears probable that Thomas, in the 1st 
Battalion Cheshire Regiment (part of the 
15th Brigade, 5th Division) died in the last 
days of fighting at The Battle of Delville 
Wood on The Somme (15 July - 3 September 
1916), a time of ferocious fighting, much at 
close quarters or hand-to-hand. The 
objective of the 5th Division was, by 
attacking the German line between Delville 
Wood and High Wood, to capture the village 
of Longueval. 
 

The fighting for the wood continued into 
August 1916 with heavily-fortified German 
machine gun posts and well-hidden snipers 

greatly hindering the Allied advance through the wood. Delville Wood was only finally 
fully cleared of Germans on 3 September 1916. The War Diaries give some details of 
the actions on the day that Thomas died, and the early part of the following day: 



Page | 949 
 

  



Page | 950 
 

Trench Map of area near Maltz Horn Farm, south of Trones Wood, in August 1916 
 

The map (south of Longueval and west of Hardecourt and close to Delville Wood) shows the trench 
system, including Maltz Horn Trench and Duncan Alley (in the SW sector) and Gordon Trench (SE sector). 
The southern extension of Trones Wood lies in the NW corner of the map and has been labelled in green.  
[Source: http://www.leavold.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=218&medialinkID=372] 

History of the 35th Division: A Lancashire Brigade in France 
 

The panorama shows the location of Maltz Horn Farm close to Delville Wood and west of Hardecourt 
(shown as Hardicourt) with Wedge Wood to the east. 

Trones 
Wood 

The Diary notes that, at 8.30pm on 1 September, 2nd Lieut T.W. ROBERTS wounded 
together with 8 other ranks by a shell which landed in ‘C’ Company’s trench. Although it 
is not recorded here, it may be presumed that he died very shortly afterwards. 
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The Grave Registration Register (but not 
the Graves Registration Report) records his 
surname, unhyphenated, as Wilson Roberts 

The area, encircled in purple (north of the River 
Somme), in which the action of early September 1916 
took place and where Thomas Wilson Roberts died. 
Three of the significant woods have been shown in 
green: Trones Wood (large triangle), Wedge Wood 
(small triangle) and Leuzy Wood (commonly called 
Lousy Wood – rectangle)   [Base map :Google Maps] 

Detailed map of the area south of Guillemont showing the 
location of Maltz Horn Farm and Wedge Wood (encircled in 
purple). 
 

[Source: http://www.ossett.net/WW1/Albert_Holmes.html] 

Birkenhead News – 
Saturday 9 September 1916 
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England & Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administrations), 1858-1966 
 

The Probate record of 1 December 1916 shows that Thomas’s Estate was worth £556 12s – this is 
equivalent, in 2016, to a historic standard of living value (ie purchasing power, related to the 
Relative Price Index) of £34 000. 

It appears very probable that the Roberts’ family did not move to Neston (‘The Willows’ 
is probably the large house on Manorial Drive, Parkgate) until about 1914 as John 
Wilson Roberts is not listed in the 1914 trade directory for the town. It is, therefore, 
very likely that Thomas did not live in Neston for very long - if at all - before he joined 
the army in August 1914. Curiously, The Willows was the same address - and at around 
the same time - as that of the parents of Bryn Thomas 84: Bryn Atherton Brodie 
Thomas. 1 

 
 

 
 
 

John Wilson Roberts, Thomas’ father, died in Neston in mid-1921 aged 68. 
 

Mary E Roberts, Thomas’ mother, died in Eastham in mid-1932 aged 74. 
 

William Wilson Roberts (born 1 October 1893), Thomas’ brother who also served in 
WW1, died in West Lancashire in early 1979 aged 85. 
William married Helen D Bruce (born 26 May 1907) in Hayfield, Derbyshire, in mid-
1933, and in the 1939 Register they were recorded as living at ‘Cranleigh’, Beech Road, 
Aughton, Ormskirk: 

Daughter Judith Wilson Mary Roberts married Martin William Worthington at St 
Michael’s Church, Aughton (between Ormskirk and Maghull) on 8 August 1974. 

                                                           
1  Although Thomas Wilson Roberts was serving with the 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment when he died he had served 
previously with the 6th Battalion The King's (Liverpool Regiment). Bryn Thomas was serving with the 13th Battalion The 
King's (Liverpool Regiment) when he died. The two men died within 16 days of each other in 1916. 


