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70: William George Pritchard 

 

Whilst recorded by the CWGC as W C Pritchard he is known to be William George 
Pritchard, recorded as George William in the 1911 census. 
 

William was the eldest child of joiner Frederick and Annie Pritchard; they appear to 
have married in 1893 although there is no definite record of this.  
 

Frederick Pritchard was a much younger brother of Thomas Pritchard, the father of 
Reg Pritchard who also died in WW1 [see entry 69: (Charles William) Reginald 
Pritchard]. Frederick and Thomas’s parents were stonemason Thomas and Ellen 
Pritchard of Ness. William and Reg were, therefore, cousins and they died within 6 
months of each other although the circumstances of their deaths were very 
different. 
 

When William was baptised at Neston on 13 January 1895 his parents were living in 
Ness but in the 1901 census, when all three children had been born, they were on 
Mill Street in Neston: 
 

 

Lilian Pritchard was baptised, privately, on 19 June 1897 but no baptism has been 
found for Joseph Frederick although it is known that he was born in mid-1899. 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: W. C. Pritchard   

Rank: Private  

Battalion / Regiment: 3rd Bn. Cheshire Regiment  

Service Number:  33409    Date of Death: 02 February 1916  Age at Death: ?  

Buried / Commemorated at: Liverpool (Kirkdale) Cemetery  

Additional information given by CWGC: None   

  

1901 census (extract) – Mill Street, Neston 
 

 Frederick Pritchard  38  joiner                     born Ness 
 Annie    37           born Neston 
 Martha Norman  20  sister in law        born Neston 
 William Pritchard      6           born Neston 
 Lilian        5           born Neston 
 Joseph F.   20 months          born Neston 
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1911 census (condensed) – Mill Street, Neston 
 

Frederick Pritchard  47  joiner     born Little Neston 
Annie    45       born Neston 
George William   16  shop boy, newspaper shop  born Neston 
Lilian    15  at home    born Neston 
Joseph Frederick  11       born Neston 

 

    Frederick and Annie had been married for 18 years and all three children had survived. 
 

Moorside House, near the junction of 
Moorside Lane and Parkgate Road, was 
the residence of Richard Lewis Price. The 
house was then known as Glanrhos. 
 

In 1911 the family was still living on Mill Street: 

William George Pritchard attested for the 3rd Battalion Cheshire Regiment at Neston 
on 22 November 1915 and he gave his occupation as gardener for R L Price, was 
unmarried, and was living at Rose Cottage, Mill Street, Neston.  
Richard Lewis Price who, in the 1911 census (aged 50, born Cardigan), is recorded as 
being the manager of the London City & Midland Bank in Neston was then living on 

Parkgate Road. The L. C. & M. Bank was created 
when the Birmingham and Midland Bank (founded 
in Birmingham in August 1836) merged with the 
Central Bank of London Ltd in 1891. In 1923 it 
simplified its name to the Midland bank. 
 

William’s medical record noted that he was 5ft 
5½ins tall, had a 33½-inch chest and had a 
‘thickened toe nail on right foot’. After attestation 
William became a reservist - the 3rd (Reserve) 
Battalion Cheshire Regiment had been formed in 
August 1914 in Chester and was a training unit 
which remained in the UK throughout the war, 
providing drafts for other battalions. 



Page | 895 
 

Whilst the Regimental Depot remained at 
Chester, the battalion moved to war station 
at Birkenhead to assist with the Mersey 
Defences. On 31 January 1916 William was 
mobilised and sent for training duties at 
Blundellsands (near Southport) where he 
contracted pneumonia and died in Windy 
Knowe Hospital, a temporary military 
hospital at Blundellsands, Great Crosby on 2 
February 1916. 
He had served for just 73 days and was 
buried at Liverpool (Kirkdale) Cemetery with 
a military funeral - it is not known why he 
wasn’t buried at Neston.  

It is believed that Annie Pritchard died in the Bebington area in early 1916 aged 51 
and that Frederick Pritchard died in West Wirral in early 1949 aged 84. 
 

It is recorded in William’s Service Record that his brother, (Joseph) Frederick, was 
also serving in the army and it is known that Frederick was a post office engineer 
who served with the Bedford “A” Signal Depot RE. He survived and was demobilised 
in March 1920. 

Birkenhead Advertiser – Saturday 11 March 1916 
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William George Pritchard 

 
 

Joseph Frederick Pritchard married Aletheia 
Rushton Woods at a Civil Marriage on Wirral in 
mid-1928 and he may have died in 1969 aged 71. 
At the time of the 1939 Register (29 September) 
he was living at 67 Mayfield Gardens, off 
Liverpool Road, Neston (below)  
Confusingly, his date of birth is recorded as 16 
June 1897 - this was the date on which his sister, 
Lilian Pritchard, was baptised privately. It is 
known from the birth register that Joseph 
Frederick Pritchard was actually born in Neston in 
mid-1899. In fact, from his death record in mid-
1974, it is known that he was born on 16 June 
1899. 
It may be presumed that the two lines on the 
Register which have been redacted (as of March 
2018) contain the details of the two known 

children of Joseph and Aletheia; Doreen Rushton Pritchard was born in early 1929 
and Jean Rushton Pritchard was born in late 1934, both in Neston. 
It is not known when Aletheia died although it would appear to be after mid-1981. 

 

In 1939 Frederick, William George Pritchard’s father, was recorded as a joiner, born 
19 March 1864, living at 4 Mill Street, Neston.  

 

In the household was unmarried daughter Lillian (born 20 February 1896, grocery 
shop assistant) together with Sarah Briscoe (a widow, born 3 February 1870 and her 
unmarried daughter Leah (born 10 August 1892). It is known that Sarah Tilley 
married Neston baker William Briscoe at Our Lady & St. Nicholas & St. Anne, the 
Liverpool Parish Church, in in early 1890 and that Leah was baptised at Neston 
Parish Church on 11 September 1892. It is also believed that William Briscoe died, 
aged 67, in early 1925 but the connection between the Pritchard, Briscoe and Tilley 
families is unknown. 


