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68: John Peters

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: John Peters

Rank: Corporal

Battalion / Regiment: 19th Bn. The King's (Liverpool Regiment)*

Service Number: 22808 Date of Death: 31 July 1917 Age at Death: ?
Buried / Commemorated at:  Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Ypres (leper), West Flanders, Belgium
Additional information given by CWGC: The son of John and Ellen Peters of Parkgate, Cheshire

* This is believed to be incorrect — John Peters was serving with the 20" Battalion when he was killed

John Peters jnr was the 6 child, and 3" son, of Parkgate fisherman John (born 3
April 1859 [although shown as 1858 in the 1939 Register], often called ‘Jack’) and
Ellen Peters and he was baptised at Neston 27 December 1889.

John Peters married Ellen Murray at St Mary’s Church, Birkenhead, in the 2" quarter
of 1879 - John was 19 and Ellen would have been just 18.

Ellen was a daughter of Neston labourer Richard and Mary Murray; she was born on
12 February 1861 and baptised, at St Winefride’s RC church, on 3 March. John and
Ellen produced a large family of 7 sons and 6 daughters and all were baptised at
Neston Parish Church. It is believed that the five eldest sons served in WW1.

In 1881 the family lived on Chester Road, Neston, with their daughter, Sarah Ann, 13
months, but by the time of the 1891 they had moved to Leighton:

Lﬁ

P@&&}#+
ddinli

" T P z 1 L S &

1891 census (extract) — Leighton

John Peters 30 fisherman born Neston
Ellen 29 born Neston
Sarah A. 11 born Neston
Richard 9 born Neston
Margaret 7 born Neston
Mary J. 5 born Neston
Henry 3 born Neston
lohn 1 horn Neston

By the time of the 1901 census the family, living in Parkgate, had further expanded
although neither Sarah Ann nor Margaret, both domestic servants, were at home.
Sarah was a domestic servant in the home of soap manufacturer James and
Margaret Lunt in Mostyn Avenue, West Kirby and Margaret was a kitchenmaid for
retired East India merchant and magistrate Thomas and Annie Combes in Parkgate.
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1901 census (extract), Parkgate

John Peters 42
Ellen 40
Richard 19
Mary J. 15
Henry 13
John 11
Betsy 9
Ellen 7
Job 5
Albert 3
James 1

fisherman, living on own account

born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate
born Parkgate

At the time of the 1911 census four immediate members of the family, together
with a nephew, were engaged in the fishing trade - and it is probable that two of the
daughters also played a role in the business. By this date all thirteen children of the

family had been born:

Sarah Ann
Richard Harrington

Margaret
Mary Jane
Henry

John

Betsy

Ellen

Job Littlemore

Albert
James

Ethel
Christopher

baptised 14 March 1880

baptised 4 November 1881 Named after his grandfather, the birth
registration mis-recorded him as Richard Errington although he was
recorded correctly in the baptismal register

baptised 25 May 1883

baptised 17 September 1885

baptised 11 December 1887

baptised 27 December 1889

baptised 22 January 1892

baptised 16 February 1894

baptised 10 April 1896 but probably born in 1895 His name was
recorded, on his military service documents, as Job Litimore
baptised 1 April 1898

baptised 3 November 1899

baptised 13 April 1902

born late 1904

Henry Peters had married Mary Jones at St Mary’s Church, Birkenhead, in early
1910) by the time of the 1911 census and they were living with their 2-month old

son, John William Peters,

in Parkgate. Henry, like many of his family, was a

fisherman and it is believed that he served on a minesweeper in WW1.
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1911 census — Crosby House, Parkgate (adjacent to Dover Cottage, near the Old Quay public house)

John Peters 51 fisherman, hawking fish born Neston
Ellen 50 born Little Neston
Richard H. 28 fisherman (assisting in the business) born Neston
John (junior) 21 fisherman (assisting in the business) born Parkgate
Betsy 19 worker at home born Parkgate
Ellen 17 worker at home born Parkgate
Job 15 assistant fisherman (to father) born Parkgate
Albert 13 born Parkgate
Jim 11 born Parkgate
Ethel 9 born Parkgate
Christopher 6 born Parkgate
William Peters 25 nephew, fisherman born Parkgate

(assisting in the business)

John and Ellen Peters had been married for 31 years and all of their 13 children had survived.

On 16 May 1910 Mary Jane Peters, 24, married Flint fisherman Thomas Bithell, 27,
at Neston Parish Church. Mary gave her address as Crosby House, Parkgate, and a
witness was her older sister, Margaret Peters. In 1911, still unmarried, Margaret was
a domestic cook in the household of Albert Woodcock, a stocks and shares broker,
in Oxton.

Richard Peters, (29, fisherman) married Elizabeth Williams (26) of Parkgate at
Neston Parish Church on 7 August 1911. A witness was Betsy Peters.

John Peters enlisted for the 20" (Service) Battalion The King’s (Liverpool Regiment)
[also known as the 4" City Battalion] in Liverpool on 10 November 1914. This
battalion had been formed in Liverpool on 16 October 1914 by Lord Derby, in the
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old watch factory at Prescot, as part of Kitchener’s New Army. The 17" Earl of Derby
proposed forming a battalion of "Pals" for the King's Regiment, to be recruited from
men of the same workplace. His proposal proved successful; within a week,
thousands of local men had volunteered for service, to eventually be formed into
the 17t", 18", 19t and 20" Battalions. Collectively, the battalions became known as
the City of Liverpool battalions or "Liverpool Pals".

Lord Derby addressed recruits on 28 August 1914: “This should be a battalion of
Pals, a battalion in which friends from the same office will fight shoulder to shoulder
for the honour of Britain and the credit of Liverpool”.

John Peters’ record indicates that, previously, he had served with a Volunteer
Regiment but had been discharged in 1908. His medical record in 1914 notes that he
was 5ft 5%ins tall, weighed 132lb (9 stone 6lb / 60kg), was of fresh complexion, had
green/blue eyes, brown hair, a 36-inch expanded chest and was of ‘good physical
development’. He was then aged 24 years 11 months and his occupation was given
as fisherman.

After the 18™, 19*" and 20" Battalions had been raised in August 1914 they moved
to a training camp which had been created on Lord Derby’s land at Knowsley Park
before, on 30 April 1915, moving to Belton Park Camp at Grantham where they
joined the 89" Brigade of the 30" Division.

The 30" Division was made up almost entirely of battalions from Manchester and
Liverpool. Whilst there are few details of John Peters’ activities in Britain following
his enlistment it is known that the 30" Division was taken over by the War Office in
August 1915 and the troops moved to the Larkhill (Lark Hill) Camp on Salisbury Plain
before, in November 1915, being mobilised for war and embarking for Boulogne on
6 November. By that date John had served for 362 days in Britain.

Having arrived in France on 7 November 1915 little is known of John’s activities until
May 1916 when it is recorded that he was appointed as an unpaid Lance Corporal (5
May) before, on 25 May, being taken ill when he appears to have been removed to
the 97" Field Artillery Hospital where he remained (with no indication of why) until
being discharged back to his unit on 13 June 1916.

On 23 June 1916 John was appointed as a paid Lance Corporal but, on 30 July, was
wounded in action and taken to the 13" Casualty Clearing Station [CCS], and then to
the 36" CCS, with a gunshot wound to his right thigh. It is probable that this injury
was a result of a local action following his unit’s involvement at The Battle of Albert
(1 - 13 July 1916), the first two weeks of Anglo-French offensive operations in The
Battle of the Somme. The 36" CCS appears to have been at Heilly, about 11 miles
north-west of Amiens.

John appears to have been out of action for some time as his record shows that he
wasn’t returned to the 20t Battalion until 22 September, formally rejoining the unit
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on 24 September 1916. On 13 December 1916 John was appointed to the rank of
Acting Corporal and, on the same day, the rank of Corporal was confirmed.
Between 3 - 13 February 1917 John Peters was granted leave to the UK; his sister,
Betsy (25), had married shipwright George Newell Oake (29, of Wycliffe Road, Rock
Ferry) on 17 January at Neston Parish Church (Ellen Peters was a witness and Betsy
gave her address as Crosby House, Parkgate) and John had, clearly, missed the
occasion so perhaps this was his only opportunity to return to Neston to see his
sister.

Unfortunately, we have no further detail of John’s military service until he was
confirmed as being missing in action on 31 July 1917 and it was this date that was
taken as being the date on which he died: ‘death assumed by army council for
official purposes’. By this date John had served for 1 year 267 days in France, a total
of 2 years 264 days of military service.

Whilst there is no confirmatory detail in John’s Service Record, it would seem
probable that he was lost in action on the first day of The Battle of Pilckem Ridge (31
July - 2 August 1917), the opening attack of the main part of The Third Battle of
Ypres (The Battle of Passchendaele). At some time, seemingly unrecorded, he had
moved from the 20" to the 19" Battalion, although both were closely associated
and fought alongside each other for much of the war.

The extensive contemporary type-written account of the action undertaken at this
time by the 20" Battalion is reproduced at the end of this entry together with a
military map showing the area of operation of The King’s (Liverpool Regiment) at

that time.
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Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929

In July 1919 John's father, John Peters snr, received his outstanding wages of £13 18s 5d together with a War
Gratuity of £13 10s, a total of £27 8s 5d. This, in 2016, would have a labour value (ie wages) of around £4200.

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 and payments
were on a sliding scale which, in part, reflected the total length of military service.

As John’s body was never recovered, and there may have been some uncertainty when he died, this register
records death assumed.
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The Battle of Pilckem Ridge, 31 July - 2 August 1917

Tasked with securing the Passchendaele-Staden Ridge, Gough's Fifth Army was given the responsibility for
assaulting the German occupied uplands to the north-east and east of Ypres.

The opening battle of ‘Third Ypres’ was preceded by weeks of tremendous and barely concealed
preparations. The artillery bombardment, of unprecedented scale, culminated in a stunning crescendo at
the moment of assault, 3.50am, 31 July. In mist and semi-darkness, British infantry advanced behind a
precise and deafening ‘creeping barrage', across a battlefield dramatically illuminated by bursting shells
and flares. Widespread early progress was made across the shattered German outpost lines. Notably, in
the north, XIV Corps got across the Pilckem Ridge and, in the centre, XVIII and XIX Corps troops rapidly
closed on the Steenbeek; by 8am St Julien was occupied by the 39t Division. Further south Il Corps,
pressing up the Gheluvelt Plateau through the shell-thrashed woods either side the Menin Road, were
slowed (and later halted) by difficult ground, unbroken wire, unsuppressed pillboxes and heavy German
shelling. In the early afternoon, after the onset of persistent drizzle, the advanced troops at the centre of
the attack met increased German resistance and progress halted. In increasingly heavy rain determined
German counter-attacks forced a British withdrawal; but these counter-thrusts were held and the line of
advance consolidated. ;
Despite being ordered that evening to continue
the attack, the relentlessly wet conditions
brought Gough's first assault to an end.

During the following two days the newly
advanced positions were held in appalling
conditions by desperate fighting in the face of mw!
ferocious German counter-attacks and shelling.
The battle saw considerable gains but no
glimpse of breakthrough and Gough was
compelled to renew the attack as soon as the
weather conditions allowed.

Commonwealth War Graves
Commission
[http://www.cwgc.org/]

Wounded British soldiers at the
Battle of Pilckem Ridge
[https://commons.wikimedia.org
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John Peters’ story does not, however, conclude on the date given as his death.

In August 1916, at about the time that John was recovering from a gunshot wound
to the thigh, a Mrs Lamb wrote to the Red Cross concerning the whereabouts of her
husband who had been recorded as missing in action.

Mrs Lamb clearly believed that John Peters may have some knowledge of her
missing husband and so wished to contact him; the Red Cross therefore wrote to the
War Office to obtain John’s address. Unfortunately, the outcome of this is unknown
although no definite casualty of this name has been identified through the records
of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

Many families, both during the war and for some years after the Armistice,
attempted to locate ‘missing’ relatives even when it was certain that they must have
died in the field.

Sometime in early 1920 the News of the World published an article entitled Last of
the Unknown : Only one

Soldier who is Unidentified Nt Taleghone Mo CENT U0 ool Z7 £o. /0.
which highlighted the last RRITISH BEDICROSS

soldier from the war whom, AND
ORDER OF ST
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soldiers that this
unidentified man could be M D/Q e O
their relation - and John (O Shalin a)z fﬁ.n Adeey
Peters’ parents responded, 4ec oot
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and military authorities. /"/KQ/ 73(5 ler % 22808 .
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‘Crosby House’
Parkgate
Cheshire
-4-1920-

Dear Sir/
| would be most grateful if

you could possibly give us any definite news
as to whether this is my son- Cp- J. Peters
22808 suffering from “loss of memory” as we
wrete-abeut referred to in the News of the
World Sunday paper. If you would kindly state
what Hospital the unknown soldier is in we
would be most grateful then we could
communicate with him.

A reply by return would oblige.

Yours Res.
Ellen Peters
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for you Imnediately.
L sn, Nedan,
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19-4~1920 .

1 ahalil be piessod 10 ingtitule enguiries
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Crosby House
Parkgate
Cheshire

By B.head —22 -4 -1920

Sir /

Enclosed is the slip referring to one soldier who is unidentified

which may by some chance be our long lost son & brother.

I’'m sure we will be most grateful if you would kindly

make inquiries.
Thanking you in anticipation
lam
Yours Res.
Mrs John Peters

Jonn Petere,
Croaby Howvaee ,Parkgate,

' _Medam,

‘I beg to acknowlsdge
inst;

and _the newspeper cukting

TR,

s * Chonhire By E‘ﬂfenhead/

recelpt of your lstter of the 22nd

hesded "LAST OF TH UNKNOWN" which

¥ou th;rk mipght be your Son & Brother, gs you do mnot Btate The

Repgiwental Nunberx or the nape of the Regimant in which your Son served
I =zm wazble to °ss 23t you in the matter, I am Jowsver, willing
urnish thesge derticulars Tty return of post,

S0 if you will 0

Yours

Preeton.
24~3-20,

fodthfully,

Mp jor forx

Officer ife Ho: 2 Tnf&ntr" Record 02 ice.
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Toi=Mra . FeATH,
Crogby Eouse,
rark Gate ,
Chezhlre.

© Madem,

I an ir receipt o your communicatic.
12-5-20, Re. 22808 Cpl. J. Peters, 20th Battal
Livexrgpool Pegimernt ,
you that I have ro riher informa'‘ion corcerc.ing ula
yYhar that of whimh you were rotified or 10-n-18, viz:-
deatn assumed by Avay Courcil on 31-7-17,

dated

Your enquiry together with a Copy of the news-

paper cutting have beeor rurwared Lo the War Cffice for

further epgquiry, ard I will aoguaint you witi the result

i1owediately 1t is received ir this Office, pleage.

I an, Yedan,

Youra Faithfully,

Lieut.,for
0f'ficer 1/0 Mo .2 Infantry Reocords, Fraston.

Preston.
1955-1920 .

Dear Sir
His Rank & name was Corporal J. Peters

N° 22808 20" Service Battalion: King’s Liverpool
Reg.
Thanking you for being so kind to help us in this.
Yours faithfully,

Mrs J. Peters

Crosby House

Parkgate

Cheshire

.0 Kirg's
and ir reply thereto bey te irfora

L.C. 11842/20. &:

~The Secrastary,
War Offiloe,
Finsbury Court,
Pinshury Pavement,
London.

22808 Cpl. J. Poters, S0th Bn. King's Liverpool Rejt.

Witk reference the cbove soldior whose
death was apsumed by Army Council for Officlal purposas
on 31-7-)-1'?, (Authority Form D.P. E/518251/1 dated
14-5<18).

I beg to forward the atimched letter and
newsgpaper cutting received from the Mother of the late
goldier for your perisal.

I await your inptructiona regarding this
eene and please return letter and newroagor cuuting
when no longer requircd to enchle me to return samg to
the next-of-kin.

Iieut.,for
Officer i/c Zio.2 Infaniry Zecords, Prastcn.

PRESTON.
19-5-1620.

John Peters’ parents, John and
Ellen, possibly around 1930 when
Ellen would have been about 70.
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SRt WAR OFFICE,
Ca2ilawy ». BE9924,
s ‘,-‘.',-:‘ = Vi C,2,Cogual tien, i ER
- : Vs ; Alaxandra Palddl ¥
Of John Peters’ siblings: R : B,
Richard Harrington Peters!, 27 June, 1920,

the eldest son of the family,

Kadaem,
served on a Royal Navy

In Teply to your letter addressed to the Officer in

. . Charge of Lecords, concearning the one smoldier of tha Imperial
minesweeper durlng WW1. ¥ Army about whose identity there Ls uncertainty in consequence
d . h d . d of mental trouble, 1 am directed to say that it is recretted
- that in company with many othera, you are entertaining o folee
In mi 1911 RIC arda marrie hope in zupposing that soldiers ‘;'eporterl as miesing during the
. S 11 Wazr, of whom no newe hav been received, can sbtill be alirve
E||Zabeth WI||IamS at Neston Thn"e cannot, unfortunately, be any do\.xbt that 22808 corpo;'n).
. .. Peters, 20th Battnlion, Liverpaol hegiment, ia dead, and it 1isa
Pa”sh Church and itis {:92$§n::gtthnt vou should endeavour tc 1<econcile your mind
o L ]
believed that they had five L am to add, that if it would help to convince you,
. any photograph of (orporal Tetcre forwarded to thig Cffice
Ch||dren_ wculd be carefully compared wiih that of the one unidentified
goldler, and the result comumunicated 1o you, but no hope cen
. be held ocut that they many e identical,
At the time of the 1939
. 1l am,
Register (29 September) Madam,

Your obedient Servant,

Richard, recorded as an N
inshore fisherman, was :
living at ‘Seaward House

Annex’ on The Parade, ¥xssd.Yatars, e
. . Ry Eoinid o
Parkgate with Elizabeth € GHESHILE,

(born 12 September 1885) and two unmarried children:
Margaret (born 25 April 1913, domestic servant) and Albert
(born 12 January 1919, builder’s joiner and carpenter).

Nothing conclusive is known of John’s sisters, Sarah Ann and
Margaret Peters.

As noted previously, Mary Jane Peters (born 1 September 1885)
married Thomas Bithell (born 16 December 1881) of Flintshire
at Neston Parish Church in 1910.

In the 1939 Register Thomas, a fisherman, and Mary were living
at 26 Castle Dyke Street. Mary died, in the Holywell district, in
mid-1963 aged 77.

Henry Peters (born 25 November 1887) married Mary Jones
(born 16 April 1887) at St Mary’s Church, Birkenhead, in early
1910 and in 1911 he was a Parkgate fisherman. It is believed L : .
that he, like his brothers Richard and Albert, served on a Richard Harrington Peters
minesweeper in WW1. In the 1939 Register Henry was in his naval uniform
recorded as an inshore fisherman and he and Mary were living

at 4 Station Road, Parkgate, with unmarried son John (born 26 January 1911, a

builder’s joiner and carpenter.

I There is some confusion about Richard’s date of birth. The birth of Richard Errington Peters was registered on Wirral
in July / September 1882, yet the baptism of Richard Harrington Peters took place at Neston Parish Church on 4
November 1881, several months before the registration — the baptismal entry is very clear and unambiguous. The
1939 Register, where he is shown as Richard A Peters, records his birth as 10 October 1882! There does not seem to
be any confusion with any other person named Richard Peters.
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Another of their children may have been in the household - one line of the entry has
been redacted (as of March 2018). Henry died aged 83 in mid-1971 and Mary may
have died in early 1956 aged 67.

Betsy Peters married shipwright
George Newell Oake at Neston Parish
Church on 27 January 1917. Betsy,
25, gave her abode as Crosby House,
Parkgate, and George, 29, lived at 33
Woycliffe Street, Rock Ferry. A witness
¥ was Betsy’s sister, Ellen. Nothing

I | further is known of Betsy and the
family has not been located in the
1939 Register.

g

Henry Peters (left) and his father Jo
fishing vessel “Trust in Providence’ on the sands off

Parkgate. It is interesting to note that ‘Parkgate’ on the
stern of the boat has been misspelled as ‘Pargate’. It is

probable that this photograph was taken in the early
1930s.

hn (‘Jack’) with their

Nothing is known of Ellen Peters
beyond January 1917 when she was
still unmarried.

Job Littlemore Peters joined the Royal Engineers in Liverpool
on 25 October 1915 when he gave his age as 21 and it was
recorded that he was an unmarried seaman. In his records
his name is, consistently, given as Job Litimore Peters and his
height was just 5ft 2ins with an expanded chest
measurement of 36% inches.
Over Christmas 1915 Job was found to be absent without
leave and he forfeited 6 days’ pay for this indiscretion.
On 23 January 1916 Job embarked for France and, with the
Service Number 135644, was attached to the Inland Water
Transport Corps.
The Inland Water Transport was a branch of the Corps
of Royal Engineers, and was recruited from the waterways
and harbours of Great Britain. It operated the French and Belgian canals and
rivers of the area held by the British Forces. At first, only the northern
waterways connecting Calais, Dunkirk, Armentieres and Bethune were utilized,
but the value of the service became so apparent that in the summer of 1915, it
was extended to the River Somme, and in September 1916, to the Seine. In July
1917, it was extended to the River Scarpe and eventually to a coastal service
between Dunkirk and Le Havre, and a cross-channel service between Calais
and Richborough. The tonnage moved by IWT increased from just under
200,000 tons in 1915 to over 2,800,000 tons in 1918. There were many

Job Littlemore Peters
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different types of craft in use, ranging from tugs, to standard barges, both
dumb and self-propelled, to many specialised barges, including Ambulance
Barges. In addition to actually handling their craft, the IWT also did pumping,
filtering and salvage work, and had a Constructional Section which repaired
and improved the waterways. [http://www.iwm.org.uk/]

On 1 November 1917 Job was appointed as a Lance Corporal (paid) and on 1 July
1918 he became an Acting 2" Corporal (paid), a rank peculiar to the Royal
Engineers, with a promotion on the same day to 2" Corporal.

At some stage Job’s Service Number changed to WB/501578 and he was discharged
on 5 May 1919. Job suffered no recorded injury or illness during his service with the
Royal Engineers and he served in France from 23 January 1916 until 16 April 1919.
It has not proved possible to find whether Job Peters married or when he died and
he has not been located in the 1939 Register.

Albert Peters

I.V. Advance FD158

Albert Peters (born 14 March 1897) married Dorothy
Jane Robinson (born 10 October 1902) in April / June
1923 at Neston Parish Church and it is believed that they
had at least three children: James, born late 1923 ;
Christopher, born early 1926 (died 1 May 1979 aged 53) ;
John Albert, born mid-1937 (died 27 May 1939 aged 1
year 11 months).

" Itis believed that Albert Peters, together with brothers

Richard and Henry, served on minesweepers in WW1
although no details of his service are known.

After WW1 Albert returned to fishing in the Dee. In the

=% 1939 Register he was recorded as an inshore fisherman

living at 14 Mostyn Gardens, Parkgate, with Dorothy and
son Christopher (born 14 December 1925) who was still
at school. There may have been one other unmarried
child in the household - one line of the Register has been
redacted (as of March 2018).

It was probably Albert who, in August 1941, bought a
motorised Fleetwood trawler, the Advance,
although this was resold less than a year
later.

Albert Peters died on 11 March 1969 aged
70 and Dorothy died 2 March 1987 aged 83

@ [family grave, Neston Cemetery].

James (Jim) Peters and his brother,
Christopher, did not serve in WW1 but
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spent their lives working together as fishermen on the Dee. One of their boats was
named Ethel, possibly after their sister. James married Marie Leatham of
Birkenhead, at St Paul’s Church, Tranmere, in late 1931 and Chris married Annie
Elizabeth Hancock at Neston Parish Church in mid-1940.

In the 1939 Register James (born 10 October 1899, master fisherman) was living at 3
Mostyn Terrace, Parkgate (by Mostyn Square); Marie was not recorded in the
household and one line of the Register has been redacted (as of March 2018).

In the 1939 Register Christopher Peters (born 13 September 1903, fisherman,
master) was living at 4 Mostyn Terrace with his widowed father John (born 3 April,
retired fisherman) and unmarried sister Ethel (born 25 March 1902). Ethel married
Hugh Jones Birks at Neston Parish Church in mid-1940. Hugh died in late-1967, aged
64, and Ethel died in mid-1980 aged 78.

Also in the household were shipwright John Cottrell (born 10 June 1884) and his
wife Margaret (born 9 May 1883). It is very probable that Margaret was John Peters’
daughter although no marriage for Margaret and John Cottrell has been found.

Jim and Chris Peters always seem to have lived close to each other. Christopher
(died May 1991) and Annie (died February 1993) are buried at Neston Parish Church.

[Note: The life of fishermen Jim and Christopher Peters has been written by Geoff Andrews
and serialised in the bi-monthly Heswall Magazine (Memories of a Lifetime Past) from
February 2014 onwards. This magazine is freely available on the internet]

Christopher (left) and Jim Peters on their small fishing vessel on
the Dee [photo: Heswall Magazine, February 2014]
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The Peters’ family grave at Neston Parish Church

The headstone is engraved with an anchor to signify

the marine association of the family

Richard and Jane Peters were the parents of John
Peters snr and the grandparents of John Peters jnr
who died in WW1.

Ellen Peters (died 7 April 1936 aged 76) and John
Peters snr (died August 1945 aged 86) are buried
here as are their youngest child, Christopher (died

May 1991) and his wife Annie (died February 1993).

The stone tablet below the headstone
commemorates John Peters, son Christopher
and his wife Annie. Christopher’s year of birth
is inaccurately shown as 1907 — he was born in
1904.

4

This is believed to be Crosby House, the home of
the Peters’ family in Parkgate. The site is now
occupied by the Old Quay public house

vyl
L A

“ t:ﬁ“ “F’m
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XEPORT OFN OPERATIONS

3lab. JULY 20 5

AT Yy e RESR

Jdth. Augput, 1917.

aCnOnde)againicdn)eldn(iiefefefele)eiedele -

L ASSROLY

The account, in the War
Diary of the 20t
Battalion King’s
(Liverpool Regiment), for
the action undertaken
between 31 July -4
August 1917. John
Peters, recorded as
missing, was officially
determined to have died
on 31 July.

Ze HOVE

Tne Z0the Battalion K, L, Re loft
SHATZAY SEGARD o3 10 pe.m. on might of 30%h. July,
1517, avd moved to dus IS8T portieon of the
FROEANADL, Soubk of ZTLLESEKE LAKE. This ‘
rovernsat was completed By 12 midaignt, with vorjr
little hoetils shslllng, snd without easunlties.

2810 was a2l J«0) n.me

it B a.me ofticers were sent forward
to2 reconnoitre the forward assembly positions
Xast of Maple Copse. '

At Zoxo plus lhre 40 minse (5=F0 a.m.)
the Battelion, woved in the Teny vf the 17th.
Battalion K, L, R. to forverd usrzerbly positions,
and were formed up in shell lwles by Zerc plus
3 hrs. (6=50 a«n.). No hostile shelling interfered
with sssambly until sbout 7 a.m. when shelling
cormenaced rather heavily, casuing sbout 15 to 20
cas{alties. These undoubtedly would have besn
mach heavier if troops had not obteined (snd
inproved by digging) cover in shell holes.

From this time onwards enemy cormensged
2 régular barrage which graduslly ineressed in
intenally ca 2ll groond betwewn NAPLE COPSE eand
ridgy i front of ft.
aud eonbinuea unbil (ks Datiziiern lizd got through

This borrsze wes mst with

e sassy's frout aad support lines. Hostile
machine gun fire waz also exparienced whilst in
ti ascembly position from a South Easterly
dircotion rosuluing in a few cmsualiies.

_ "o A% Zero plus 4 lives, {7=00 a.m.) the
advanee was made by platvons in singly file, with
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Be Ca una J Compenies in front, =l 2 Company in
aapport, Jullwwae? Ly Al “~14on Headguarters. B
Company ‘was on Hhe Lait od tie Rettalion, in
toush Witk sk 17ike 3ntitclion XK. ke Re and
responuasble 23 zreciien. In sypite of the closs

przeialty o Lhe znowy'o

o sheils, caenalbies wex'e
sorpearativaly @nall during the ddvenee.

*ha fellswiiy: iz the avperiense of
25

=

sach company durinzng itlic sdvancel-

Ge Lo, B Oo“" ax sta.t.e
: I t.na sembly position ab

" Ak Sox .".". f “eﬁ in ,..a“ch ’dth ths r ® of the

“l'rth. Ba:t. .L Re Wi weye on my ieft. Fith

Yeii8 SXGHE t.i.an cf = fevw sbtragriers I meb mo

“orseni formation of troops, =aw no ﬂmg. being
A ¥ SAyonoe vissing oonsoqucntly

sanable to met any ﬁomﬁion as tho

=on ST ILLING CASTLE ¥ - s "i -
R B xuna‘&r L lNG O e-n:
{n RS HE 3

) gnn re causing mo m.a tol oy.
"‘“nen ugh: .u.m mgm yﬂgt
Pand £%ring the hn. meivine;
“gdixsob Zmoxm.t»zn Tzt 2 ttmk ey
*werg uncble to doal with %hs *mhtna ﬁ. i.n fmnt
“roaliged thadt the DLACK gxm m mt
'mnsidered it was inlposa 1 !‘urtho
wibhoalt auiigxi _.3,::,, ao.sual ioa. -o procaseded
"o digz in and eonsoli. ante.

i+ founi it was ;I.mposei.blo to teke
g ecurnte bearings with the compass®.

O. Ceos C com states:=

uh- Torward aasaﬂ:l.! .Rmi‘biona
"keeping in tonch '1 Company o83 mY
"rep3etedly Trisc Lo hak:: SoLy > 93 bca.'iny
*Found that 1xy corpaes Fowaid Bod tol¥.
=] eame rsmMse NS erganiscd b{nxv of w s
Toeing waa’ué. Ly tcw sxsopticn of six naa of th

$ £
RS PPN Hae - He

- On =<2 t&ae: ta the wicinity g
I9TEELLNG JAlliis o SRS vidiey hgavy meochine
*iizrs and deployasd. I tham vont ‘:vcr g -] ﬁhroc
temria e Whi e L DAY on fy Fight, imfovaing

"Lha‘}. :'e e8ys zid wn n::en.i'-e oA xz:o.

Temare e diventiaa (ron swbence hine Tive 3&!.;
“tLi:o¥ were &vic.e,nt..., v.rwa‘ic o et an .hxrthor.

Yfhen BYeSpoced LU irs kvl cimaatligyets the
“porivion in touch 'm.;,h 3 Cowmpeny on ay ieft. I
“Tewmd te followir = sl snrate ot aiffevend
"'Lﬁﬂ.ut-..l..t,l's.g m‘th:iﬁ' sny efficors N Ne S O'B arnd

u;

v:.- - -;‘.::*. acler ¥ ccr:n BNt s i 10T s sOBe K.L.%-
ain e jieBcFep 2 THORD i0the. Hanchr. Rezs
Sthe. Menehrs Regt -

G Mo e whue iy of the enemy dead
:Qr a‘livo durimz +he agdvance, and very few of suras.

Tha 5 oms S.soD& Y be scon in D30t of the
pcr*?‘:r -rh? =v ¥ roereclidated. ©

Q. C., D Oou?my c?n.tn«w-

144 % 3/VeT c % 4 c;x o ¥ ;:t}i;ogaard s.ssembly
oS en keeping in tou w cn m
:E.tt.. Oon ro:%h..ng the riss slbove gﬁﬁ’rﬁim E k3

"] game under heavy machine gum fire fyom ths yiohs,
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“and deployed. On reaching the vicinity of BOIRIIN
ToOPSE came across some Znd. YOTKSHINES whoe wore
"dug in and consolidating on the Easteorn edge of
*BONMIIN COP3Be At mboutbt J. 19 b W06, I met Col.
"Inedonald Cormmending the 1l%th. Batialion Nanchestsz
"Regiment who infoymed me thoey were held wp in {frent,
Yand that I had betioer dig in vhere X wes, or g
"towerds bhe left. Heving previcusly received orders
“from mi Commanding Officer thmbt in the svent ¢l the
"SLACK LINE not being teken the Battalion was to
*concentrabe and attack from the left of our poaitien,
"1 Joeined up with B snd C Companies at STIRLING
“"CASTLE. pPaxt of my coomp » 2and = few men oif &

" ibm;;an{ {aboubt 36 meg& o Zrnide Lieut. Sinpoeon
“wore afterwards stopred by Col jxedonsald, and ordered
"to dig in ot about 19 b /05 . facing South, »=
“he expected a counter atiack frov: bhatl direction. 1
"%ot in touch with the Srde. Rifle Byigade foxy the
*Tirst time when ryeaching BODMIN COPSE but did nol
"see btheas sppine * ! ; IE BN

ODe Cap A (bmgany‘atates:- 72 I

... . ¥I moved off from the farward mssembly
“poaition about 160 yeards in rear of B, Ue. ond 2
Tompaniene I mulfered = few casuaitise bofore
“adveneing from both hostile artillery and machine,
“sanmse I encountorsd o heavy oxrtillerxry baryage unblil
"i resched Lthe German Mront Line, Bat machine juan
*fire frem the right continmzed duriog the wholeée |
“advancee. 1 come scrouis no oxgmnised dodies of ocuxr
Yommn troops, ox flags being woved and saw very few
*daad lgnzf; aboubt. _On reagching the hi groungd .
“shoul J. LY centzral I yrealised that the Siteock had
"not been succeseful. By thig time hostile muehine
oun fire hnd inereaged in voelume, sand I could only
“ﬁt forward by crawling from shell hole to shell
"holee. My casumltieos were heavy (40 to 45 men%; in
"agoordance with inastructions received for sefion
“in ecase the BLACK LIVNE was nobt teken, I worked
*towards the left and pgot in touch with B a2nd C
"Sompany. (ne of my platoons, the officer being
*wourd consisting of =a anri:emt 2nd 14 mem gt toeo
"far to the left nnd ultimrtely cames under comiand of
"the Sth. lorfolks. & very guod x rt on_the work
“done by this platoon in sazisting repel = counter
*"aftack has been received by this Battelicn. On
”reconno:tr:z.nﬁ; the pesition I found two officers of
"the 2nd. Wilts who informed me that it was impossible
“to smdvance owing to fivre fyom machine gunm smpisa,oe_men‘b:
“"From wood in fyontand that thexr were nol in teuch
“with anyone on their right. Thare were alsc showt
#2565 to W detuils from the lithes He Le He 19th. Zenchr
"and Znde Wilts. Aboult two hours afterwoxds Capb.
"Heith of the 1l9th. “anchesiers nrrived =nd toak p
*chorge of this party and co-operated with me in the -
“consolidation of the Streng foint ot J 19 b 75765
“"which I wbtimately held. I wne at thet time in tough
"with noe troops on my Tight, 20nd considersd it of the
"utmo st Lmportuance o foym a defensive flenk. I slso
oot in touch with tenk number B 27, whose commandey
*told me it wasz impossible to_proceed, aa the eneny
"wore in concrete mechine) smplocements in the odoe
"sT the wood.” AGeer :

R R e e 1

The attach appears to have beon held up

R
-

in consequence of henvy hwstile mochine(firs from

the right.
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On renching our Front Line, having seen
all companies moving forwaxd, mnd being satisfied
their dirsction wns correct, I preceeded with my
Headquarters towsrds STIRLING CASTLE, which was
“o have been my first Headquarters. I found =
considersble nusber of/troop:uof different unite
without any apparend organisation in the viecinity
ef JAT SUPPFORTe Ultimately I found the Headquéara
of the Officer Commonding the 18th. Uanchester Heg-t

»e €

who informed (that the BLUE LIVE was trken, and

 that his Battalion was consclidating. Iie al=e \"\\

grve me his own position, sud the dirsction of
STIRLING CASTLE. This was the first news I had
recoived aam to the situatikon. Shortly aflterwards
I veceived = message by lemo ‘Bhat_ my eompx‘znioe?’; WHETS
deploying in front of STIRLING CASTLE heving besn
‘held up by machine gun and rifle fire. Realising
that the BLACK LINE had not besn isken, I
sateblished my Hesdquarters in the erater at J 13
e 3/0 from which I had excellent observation of
the country in front. &4t 11 as.m., net being abls
to advsnce furthex, I reported to Brign.do' thet my
companies were digeing in sand consol@dsting in =
line ruming Seuth from STIKLING CASTLE, which
they continued to hold until relieved by the 7.
Sattalion Hoysl West Kent Regb. on night of 3/4th
inst. The position wes 2 at.rong one, More
pa.:rtioularly the Ztrong Point 2t J 19 b 75/65 in
which I had seven Lewis Cuns, and which hed an
excallent field of fire of = least 1000 ysrdas to
the South. At sbout 11 s.m. I had o visit from =
bank officer of B 27 tank, who informed me he had
been unsble to gst beyong the edge of INVERNESS
COPSE where Lher were a2 large manbexr of conerete
cupula maghine gun emplacements sgepinet which he

was mnable to mako sny impression, snd thai his
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tank had been set on fire. This oflicer 1 sent
down to Srigpde Headquarters with my runner
together with a report on the situation. Soon
after, and Artillery Ofiicer reported at my Hande
-quarters and asked me whether I required the
barrage to g0 on in front of the CGREW LINH. I
told him that as far 28 my owm front wes
concerned my companies had not erosced the BLUX
LINE, and that it was no use to me on the GRIEN
LINE.

Patrols were sent out everynight, but
in no case did they come in scontact with the
ehemy,who secmed very nervous (frem the ngmbey
of very lights he sent up) « In no eose did dhe
enemy attempt to countier attack our position.

THe position of our frout line I
oomiderod w be a satisfactory one, snd nothing
could be gained by pushing forward - except te
the BLACK LINE - which would have been imposc-ible
without preliminery bombardment of the machine
g emplacement in INVERNESS COBBE, and = barrmgs
Programne.

_ The Pattalicn wae weddwed relieved
by the Tth. Battalion ﬁnyul Jest Kent Regimemt
at 1=20 a.me. on the 4th. instont. In spite of
heavy rain which fell durins the action and the
concequentie heavy going, this passed off
satisfactorily with fortunately only four
capualtienss The night was the quietest since
the commencemont of operations. |

Throughout the operations this
Battelion #58 in constant toueh with the 17th.

" Battalion K. L. Re at STIRLING CASTLE on its
left. ¥We were slso in toush with '~!;5r@dfs‘!1~:»-3.“r,0r:;.
18th. lanchester Regt. snd after the first day

intouch with a2 company of the 2nd. Wilis on oup
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LOVHUNICATION.

Go
right.

Cormunieation wns extremely
diffieult throughout the opsrsatiens. I
wes able to lay wires commeecting Battalion
Headquarters with eompanies nlmowet -
immediately, but had very gresat difficulty
in mainteining them, owing to econtinusl
heavy hostile shelling. Over 50 %
signallers were lost repmirins thess lines
during the aection.

I was alse in communiestion by wés
wire with the }7th. Battalion K, L. Re and
18th. ¥Manehester Regiment thrwugh the
lntt_r.rl was able to send messagss both to

: Brigmde snd to the Srtillery. It wes nod

until the night of the 1/2nd. that I hed

and direet communiestion with Brignde. I
alee esteblighed comwunication between my
right cowpsny snd the left csmyemy of the
Wilts on the night 1/2nd. The ground botween
Battalion Headquarters and the front line
was continuously shelled night and day;
consequently the losses in ranners and
signallers wro very lerge.

On Zero dey the going wes quite
passable, and none of my Bottalion met with
Marshy or impassdble greund, sxcept in
shell ersters found in the low lying ground
in SANCTURAY WOOD. The o ing was howevey
diffioult owing to the veat nuwber of shell
holes.

Practienlly no wire obatocles
wersa encountered,
- Very fow dead were seen either
ours oy the snemy’s.

“

On the whole the arrengcoments



Te
for getting up rations weme gpod; but T would
strongly suopest that Batielions mske their
owm srrangemente for guiding wp reatione in
future éparntions.
TANKS . A\s far a2z we were concerned tenke
were of no material assistence. mfortwnately
one tank with whieh we gpt in tonch and directed
toms the position from whioh enemy's ma.oh;no
mme-yrs firing went fosward shout 50 yards |
turned ot wight angles and fired at eur own men
Lo killine ond wounding several. \
GOMPASSES. . These were found to be unsntisfratory
| owing to the smount of metal lying about, »nd
L the fact thet everyone esrfied rifle mnd spade.
 EORALE  The spirit ef-ke and eheerfulness
; of both officers and men left mothing to be
desired, and althouph, nmot wmeturslly, they
wepe clad to be relieved, all ranks were ready
te hold on as long as they were required to
do so.
ARCILLERY. ‘ On the afternoon of the Zlast. July,
| I eot into corrmmication with the iustralian
#ield Artillery, which wes kept wp throushent
the opasrations. on severnl oecomions our field
‘pune and heavies fired short. This was reporied
ot onse throuch A, F. A. and range lengthened.
No P, 0, 0, was sent to my
Hendauarters althowsh-I consider he would heve
heen unoful, I seversl times asked A, F, A. for
mn officer to visit my Hemdquarters without
resalt.
SASUALTIES, The cagpualties sustnined during these
oporntions were as follows ;



Sanctuary Wood  Stirling Castle
Zillebeke Lake Inverness Copse
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Trench map of 30 June 1917 showing some of the locations recorded in the Report on Operations (the
troops were moving eastwards) for the time around when John Peters died. John was lost in this area,
most probably in the region between Maple Copse and Stirling Castle, and his body was never
recovered or identified. He is commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres, one of four
memorials to the missing in Belgian Flanders which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. The
memorial now bears the names of more than 54,000 officers and men whose graves are not known.
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