62: James Mellor
Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:

J. Mellor

Rank: Private
Battalion / Regiment:

20th Bn. The King’s (Liverpool Regiment)

Service Number: 23113
Buried / Commemorated at:
Belgium

Date of Death: 05 June 1917

Age at Death:

?

Railway Dugouts Cemetery [Transport Farm], Ypres (Ieper), West Flanders,

Additional information given by CWGC: None

James Mellor was the last of the fourteen children of Neston fisherman Lemuel and
Ann Mellor of Neston.
Fisherman Lemuel Mellor married Ann Williams at Neston Parish Church on 2 May
1869; Lemuel’s father was also Lemuel and also a fisherman, and Anne’s father was
collier William Williams of Neston. Lemuel signed the register but Ann made her mark.
In the census of 1871, some twenty years before James’s birth, Lemuel and Ann were
living on Neston High Street:

1871 census (extract) – High Street, Neston
Lemuel Mellor
Ann
Betsey

22
22
1

fisherman

born Great Neston
born Great Neston
born Great Neston

In 1881 the family was living on Cross Street, Neston:

1881 census (extract) – Cross Street, Neston
Lemuel Mellor
Ann
Betsy
William
George
Emily

35
35
11
9
5
3

fisherman
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born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

By 1891 they had moved to Pykes Weint, the narrow alleyway off Neston High Street,
facing the Parish Church:

1891 census (extract) – Pykes Weint, Neston
Lemuel Mellor
Ann
William
Lemuel
George
Ellen
Fanny
John

43
43
19
9
16
13
5
2

fisherman

fisherman
fisherman

born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

Lemuel died, aged 51, when he drowned at Parkgate in the early evening after setting
his fishing nets and was buried at Neston 11 June 1900. He had, in 1897, on more than
one occasion, been fined at Neston Petty Sessions for raking under-sized mussels from
the sandbanks in the estuary.
In the 1901 census the family was still living on, or close to, Neston High Street:

1901 census (extract) – High Street, Neston
Ann Mellor
William
George
Lemuel
John
James
Florence

51
28
25
20
12
9
14

widow, housekeeper
fisherman
fisherman
fisherman

born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

By the time of the 1911 census James Mellor, following in the family tradition, had also
become a fisherman:
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1911 census (condensed) – Pykes Weint, Bridge Street
Ann Mellor
George
John
James

64
35
21
19

widow
fisherman on own account
fisherman on own account
fisherman on own account

born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

Ann Mellor had 14 children of whom eight had survived.

Some details are known for all fourteen of the children of Lemuel and Ann Mellor:
Betsy

born 14 November 1869
baptised 3 December 1869

William
Mary
George

baptised 7 April 1872
baptised 13 February 1874
baptised 12 March 1876

Emily

baptised 24 May 1878

Mary
Joseph
Lemuel

baptised 2 July 1880
baptised 2 July 1880
baptised 11 September 1881

married collier John William Smith, 21 (born 21 March
1870) of Little Neston at Neston Parish Church on 19 July
1891. John’s father, William Smith, was a sawyer. In the
1939 Register they are recorded as living at 12 Cottage
Close, off the Burton Road. Betsy was recorded as being
incapacitated and John was a general labourer. With
them was unmarried son Lemuel ((born 26 June 1899,
market gardener’s labourer). Betsy may have died in
Neston in 1947.
nothing known beyond 1901.
buried 27 November 1874 aged 9 months.
he may have married Louisa Peers at St Bartholomew’s
Church, Thurstaston, in mid-1929 and may have died in
the Stockport area in early 1954 aged 78.
married collier Charles Callow, 21, of Neston at Neston
Parish Church on 25 December 1897. Charles’s father,
John Callow, was a painter.
buried 19 September 1880 aged 11 weeks.
buried 24 December 1880 aged 6 months.
married Ann Leadbetter of Wigan at Our Lady & St.
Nicholas & St. Anne in Liverpool in mid- 1903. Lived in
Neston until about 1908 (he had 3 children here and
possibly worked at the colliery) and in 1911 was recorded
as a collier with his family at Sutton Oak, St Helens. His
date of death is uncertain.
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Richard
Harry
Thomas
Florence

baptised 28 November 1883
buried 1 December 1883 aged 5 days.
baptised 28 November 1883 born 25 November buried 1 December 1883 aged 6 days.
baptised 28 November 1883
buried 24 August 1886 aged 2.
baptised 7 May 1886
nothing known beyond 1901.

John

born 14 June 1889
baptised 14 July 1889

James

baptised 20 May 1892

married Georgina Smith, 20 (born 19 November 1899), of
New Street at Neston Parish Church on 21 February 1920
when he was a labourer, 30, of High Street. Georgina’s
father was stonemason Miles Smith. In the 1939 Register
they were recorded as living at ‘Fryer’s Bungalow’,
Liverpool Road, and John was a builder’s labourer. They
may have had five children and, in 1939 (one line of the
entry is redacted), two were still at home: John M (born
19 August 1920), iron foundry labourer; William (born 17
February 1933). John died in mid-1957 aged 67.
died of war injuries 5 June 1917 - the subject of this
account.

James Mellor enlisted for the 20th Battalion King’s (Liverpool Regiment) in Liverpool on
10 November 1914 when his age was recorded as 22 and his occupation was given as
fisherman.
James’ Service Record shows that he was single, 5ft 7½ins tall, weighed 130lb (9 stone
4lb / 59kg), had a fresh complexion, grey eyes, brown hair and was of good physical
development. Possibly because of his Neston accent his birthplace was mis-recorded as
being Leicester, although it was shown correctly in later records.
The 20th (Service) Battalion (4th City) was raised in Liverpool on 16 October 1914 by
Lord Derby, in the old watch factory at Prescot near the Derby estate. The battalion,
the last of the four Liverpool Pals battalions to be formed, was part of Kitchener’s New
Army and they moved to Tournament Hall, Knotty Ash to train and then to the new
training camp at Knowsley Park, built on Lord Derby’s estate. Whilst at Knowsley, on 26
March 1915, James went absent without leave for two days. For this offence he was
confined to barracks for two days but he failed to learn from this experience, being
indicted for the same misdemeanour on at least two further occasions.
On 30 April 1915 the battalion came under the orders of the 89th Brigade, 30th Division,
and the troops moved to the temporary Belton Park Camp at Grantham, Lincolnshire.
The 30th Division was made up almost entirely of battalions from Manchester and
Liverpool and comprised volunteers who had enlisted soon after the start of the war in
August 1914. Whilst at Grantham James Mellor again went absent without leave, this
time being missing from 10pm
on 13 August 1915 until 2.50am
on 17 August. For this 4-day
absence James was confined to
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barracks for 10 days and
forfeited 4 days’ pay.
In September the troops were
moved to Larkhill Camp on
Salisbury Plain for additional
training and here, again, James
was absent without leave (from
10pm on 2 October until
3.50pm on 3 October); for this
2-day absence he was confined
to barracks for 4 days.
In early November 1915 the
whole of the 30th Division began the initial stages of embarkation from Folkestone and
Southampton; although James Mellor sailed on 7 November it is unclear where he
embarked although it is known that the troops landed at Boulogne and concentrated at
Ailly le Haut Clocher north-west of Amiens before being moved to the Somme. Before
moving to France James had served for 362 days in Britain.
On 14 February 1917 there is intimation that James either suffered an injury or illness,
or returned to the camp at Head Quarters, as it is noted that he re-joined his unit on 21
April. It was whilst fighting in the field at the Messines Ridge on 4 June 1917 that James
received gunshot wounds to his head and chest that caused him to die the following
day. This would have been a localised action leading up to the commencement of the
main offensive starting on 7 June; the War Diary entry for 4 June records ‘Hostile
artillery fairly active all day’ but, until 7 June, the entries concentrate on the various
activities of working parties:
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Chester Chronicle - Saturday 8 June 1918
Following the report of the death of James Mellor in the Chester
Chronicle of 30 March 1918, this somewhat confused report
appeared some nine weeks later. In addition to reporting that he
was missing - in fact he died on 5 June 1917 - it states,
incorrectly, that James had joined the Cheshire Regiment.
The report states also that Ann Mellor lost another son in the
war although no evidence has been found of this.

James’ war grave headstone,
together with many others, in
the Railway Dugouts Cemetery is
inscribed at the top: ‘Known to
be buried in this Cemetery’
because, especially in the
summer of 1917, a considerable
number of the burials were
obliterated by shell fire.

Although James Mellor was,
according to the newspaper
reports in July 1917, known to
have died, it appears that his mother wasn’t officially notified of his death until March
1918 - this being some 8 months later!

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 23 June 1917
Chester Chronicle - Saturday 30 March 1918

The Battle of Messines (7 - 14 June 1917) was an offensive conducted by the
British Second Army, under the command of General Sir Herbert Plumer, on
the Western Front near the village of Messines in Belgian West Flanders, south of
Ypres. The Nivelle offensive in April and May had failed to achieve its more ambitious
aims and this had resulted in the demoralisation of French troops and the dislocation of
the Anglo-French strategy for 1917.
The offensive at Messines forced the German Army to move reserves to Flanders from
the Arras and Aisne fronts, which relieved pressure on the French Army. The tactical
objective of the attack at Messines was to capture the German defences on the ridge,
which ran from Ploegsteert ("Plugstreet") Wood in the south through Messines and
Wytschaete to Mt. Sorrel, to deprive the German Fourth Army of the high ground south
of Ypres. The ridge commanded the British defences and back areas further north, from
which the British intended to conduct the "Northern Operation", to advance to
Passchendaele Ridge, then capture the Belgian coast up to the Dutch frontier.
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The Second Army contained five corps, of
which three conducted the attack and two
remained on the northern flank, not
engaged in the main operation; the XIV
Corps was available in General Headquarters
reserve ("GHQ reserve"). The German Fourth
Army divisions of Gruppe Wijtschate ("Group
Wytschaete") held the ridge, which were
later reinforced by a division from Gruppe
Ypern. The battle began with the detonation
of 19 mines, which devastated the German
front line defences, followed by a creeping
barrage 700 yards (640 m) deep, covering
the British troops as they secured the ridge,
with support from tanks, cavalry patrols and
aircraft. The effectiveness of the British
mines, barrages and bombardments was
improved by advances in artillery survey,
The Battle of Messines : lines before and after the
flash-spotting and centralised control of
battle, June 1917.
[Source :
artillery from the Second Army
http://www.1914-1918.net/maps.htm]
headquarters. British attacks from 8 - 14
June advanced the front line beyond the former German Sehnen (Oosttaverne) line.
The Battle of Messines was a prelude to the much larger Third Battle of
Ypres campaign, the preliminary bombardment for which began on 11 July 1917.

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929
In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often
paid. In July 1919 James’ mother, Ann, received two payments of outstanding wages - £6 8s 7d and 17s 6d –
from the army and a War Gratuity of £11 10s. This, a total value of £18 16s 1d, is equivalent to a labour value
(wages) of around £2900 in 2016.
This form also records that James died of wounds in ‘France or Belgium’.
The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount
paid was related to the length of war service.
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British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920

CWGC headstone commemorating James Mellor at the
Railway Dugouts Cemetery [Transport Farm], Ypres,
Belgium
[Photo: CWGC]

Ann

Mellor, James’ mother, appears to have died
in late 1927 aged 80 having outlived her
husband and at least seven children.
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