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59: William Lewis 

 

William Lewis was the fourth child (and fourth son) of John (described in census returns 
as a ‘huntsman’) and Mary Ann Lewis and the younger brother of Thomas Lewis who 
was killed 22 October 1917, aged 30 [see entry 58: Thomas Lewis]. He was also the 
cousin of Thomas Lewis, the son of James and Mary Ellen Lewis, who was killed in 
France on 23 March 1918 [see 57: Thomas Lewis]. The relationships within the Lewis 
family are shown on the simplified family tree at the end of this entry. 
 

John Lewis married Mary Ann Jane Sudlow of Neston at Our Lady & St Nicholas & St 

Anne (‘The Sailors’ Church’), Liverpool Parish Church, in July / September 1886; Mary 
appears to have been a daughter of Neston fisherman Thomas and Margaret Sudlow 
(both of whom had been born in Liverpool but who, in 1881, were living on Brook 
Street) and in the 1881 census Mary was recorded as being a general servant in the 
household of Parkgate grocer Thomas and Elizabeth Nelson. 
 

In the Cheshire Observer report of his death William was said to be 20 (but he would 
have been 21½) and it was noted that his mother suffered with asthma, but it 
misnames his father as Richard. 
 

In 1901 the family was living in Little Neston: 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: W. Lewis    

Rank: Private  

Battalion / Regiment: 8th Bn.  Cheshire Regiment   

Service Number:   11377    Date of Death:   7 October 1915  Age at Death: ?  

Buried / Commemorated at:  Green Hill Cemetery, Suvla, Gallipoli. Canakkale, Turkey 

Additional information given by CWGC: None  

1901 census (extract) - Town Lane, Little Neston 
 

John Lewis  38   huntsman (groom)    born Neston 
Mary A.  34         born Neston 
Thomas  13         born Neston 
Albert   11         born Neston 
Joseph     9         born Neston 
William    7         born Neston

 John     6         born Neston 
Martha  4 months        born Neston 
Robert   39   brother, single , farm labourer  born Neston
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By the time of the 1911 census the family had moved from Little Neston to the Rock 
Cottages on Bridson’s Hill (where the road crosses the Neston Brook), Bridge Street: 

 

The known dates of birth and baptism of William’s siblings were: 
 

Thomas - baptised 8 July 1887    
Albert  - born 3 April 1889  baptised 14 June 1889    
Joseph - born 16 October 1891 baptised 30 October 1891 
John  - born 10 May 1897 baptised 18 June 1897 

 Martha - baptised 14 December 1900 
 Bertha - born 19 July 1904 
 Percy  - born 26 March 1909 

1911 census (condensed) -  Rock Cottages, Bridge Street, Neston    
 

John Lewis  48 huntsman ‘Thomas’ has been crossed through            born Neston 
(crossed through & ‘general labourer’ overwritten)    

Mary Ann J.  46                   born Neston 
Thomas  24 labourer (contractor) [Killed: 22 October 1917, aged 30]     born Neston 
Joseph   20 labourer (contractor)                      born Neston 
William  16 labourer (contractor) [Killed: 7 October 1915, aged 21]       born Neston 
John   14                   born Neston 
Martha  10                   born Neston 
Bertha     7                   born Neston 
Percy     2                     born Neston 
Robert Lewis  35 lodger, single, labourer builder  

 

John and Mary had been married for 26 years and all eight of their children had survived. The only 
child not present in the household at the time of the 1911 census was Alfred; he would have been 21 
but has not been traced in the census. 
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Rock Cottages (on the right) on Bridson’s Hill, Neston, looking towards Neston. 
Named after Robert Bridson & Son, the traction engine firm founded in the 
town in 1898, the road crosses the gully (sometimes termed Bridson’s Ravine), 
formed by the Neston Brook. Beyond the man in the road the road to the right 
is Station Road. These buildings have all been demolished. Another photo of 
this site, from the other direction, is in the account 58: Thomas Lewis.  

William Lewis enlisted in 
the 8th (Service) Battalion 
Cheshire Regiment in 
Birkenhead on 21 August 
1914 (the same day as 
Robert Metcalfe 
[Medcalfe]) when he was 
aged 20 years 154 days. 
He gave his occupation as 
labourer and was 
described as being of fresh 
complexion with brown 
eyes, sandy hair and 
having a 36-inch expanded 
chest. His height was 5ft 
6ins and he weighed 131lb 
(9 stone 4lb / 59.5kg). The following day he went to Chester to join his battalion - this 
had been formed at Chester a week earlier as part of Kitchener’s First New Army and 
which was under the orders of the 40th Brigade, 13th (Western) Division.  
 

The battalion moved to Tidworth Garrison on the Wiltshire/Hampshire border but by 
October 1914 was at Chiseldon army camp in Wiltshire. In February 1915 the battalion 
moved to Pirbright, near Guildford (Surrey) and on 26 June 1915 they embarked, as 
part of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force (MEF), under the command of the Hon. 
Heathcote Drummond Willoughby for Egypt and thence to Gallipoli.  
 

Whilst at Pirbright William committed two breaches of conduct:  
 16 April 1915 - overstaying his pass from midnight until 7.30pm on 20 April (79½  

hours) - 5 days confined to barracks and forfeited 4 days’ pay. 
 15 May 1915 - absent from tattoo until 10.30am 16 May - 3 days confined to  

barracks and forfeited two days’ pay. 
 

The journey to Gallipoli, via Alexandria, took around three weeks and the troops were 
landed at Cape Helles, the rocky headland at the south-western tip of the Gallipoli 
peninsula where the 8th Battalion occupied ‘V’ beach. Little appears to have happened 
for around four weeks until The Battle of Sari Bair (6 - 10 August 1915); the 40th Brigade 
had been broken up and the 8th Battalion was now attached to the Light Horse Brigades 
of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) but the Cheshire’s seemed to 
have little role other than digging and holding trenches. Sari Bair was part of the 
‘August Offensive’, the final attempt by the British and Commonwealth troops to seize 
control of the Gallipoli peninsula from the Ottoman Empire.  
The 8th Battalion then became part of the 13th Division and moved around 5 miles to 
Suvla where amphibious landings were intended to support a breakout from the Anzac 
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sector.  Despite facing only light opposition, the landings at Suvla Bay were 
mismanaged and the same stalemate conditions that prevailed on the Anzac and Helles 
fronts were reached.  
 

On 15 August, after a week of indecision and inactivity, the elderly and inexperienced 
British commander at Suvla, Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Stopford was dismissed; 
it was considered that his performance in command was one of the most incompetent 
feats of generalship of the First World War.  
 

Fighting climaxed on 21 August with The Battle of Scimitar Hill, the largest battle of the 
Gallipoli campaign, but when this failed to gain its objectives activity around Suvla 
subsided into sporadic fighting until it was evacuated by the British in late December 
1915. It was, presumably, during this sporadic trench warfare that William Lewis 
received his injuries from which he died on 7 October 1915.  
 

The actions of the 8th Battalion up to, and immediately following, the death of William 
Lewis were summarised by Arthur Crookenden: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page | 783 
 

 
 

Some graphic detail of William’s injury was 
provided in a letter to his mother by William’s 
commanding officer, Second Lieutenant Gordon 
Miln on 8 October 1915: 
 

I am sorry to inform you of the sad news of your son’s 
death, which took place at 7pm yesterday. He was 
standing up in a dug-out, out of view of the enemy, 
but a chance bullet came along, entered the back of 
his head, and passed out through the right eye. We 
took him to the field hospital, after our own doctor 
had done what he could for him, but he passed away 
two hours later. I do not think that he suffered much 
pain, as he was given a small dose of morphia soon 
after he got hit. 
 

I cannot tell you adequately how much we 
sympathise with you and your family in your loss. In 
fact your loss is our loss too, and there was not a 
braver or more cheerful lad in the whole company. I never heard him grumble once at anything he 
had to do, or any hardships he had to undergo, since we left England, and in fact about five weeks 
ago he was singled out as the best soldier in his platoon. During the last five weeks he has been 
acting as my orderly, and a more obliging and willing lad I have never come across. I feel useless, as 
if he were my own flesh and blood….. 

Around 35 000 British troops died in the ill-prepared 
fighting at Gallipoli.                                              [Source   
http://www.anzac.com/battle_of_gallipoli.html] 

The action at Sari Bair, 6 - 10 August 1915       [Source: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Sari_Bair#/media/File
:Battle_of_Sari_Bair,_first_phase.jpg 

Sketch map and text, on previous page, from  
The History of the Cheshire Regiment in the Great War    
Arthur Crookenden  (Colonel of the Regiment)      
W.H. Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd.    1938] 
 

On the map the approximate locations of the actions at 
Sari Bair (encircled in green) and Scimitar Hill (red 
asterisk) have been indicated. 
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WWI Service Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920 – 1914-15 Star 
 

On this record of November 1919 William Lewis was shown as having died of wounds. 

The War Diary entry for the 8th Battalion Cheshire Regiment indicates that there was 
little hostile action around the time that William Lewis was killed; both sides appear to 
be involved in consolidating their positions and no mention of William’s death is made: 
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Footnote 
 

George Gordon Miln, William’s 
commanding officer, educated at King’s School, Chester and Oxford University, was 
promoted to Captain and was killed in action on 22 April 1918 whilst serving with the 
16th Battalion Cheshire Regiment on the Somme shortly after being awarded the 
Military Cross. The son of G P Miln, a Chester JP, he was aged 27 when he died and was 
married to Doris Miln of Newgate Street, Chester. 

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 (extract) 
 

In May 1919 John Lewis, William’s father, was granted £3 14s by the army, the residue of William’s wages. 
John Lewis, however, had died in late 1917 and it appears that the money – together with a War Gratuity of 
£4 – was given to William’s youngest brother. On this form William was recorded as having died of wounds. 
 

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men, or their relatives, 
who had served in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man 
had served overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919. 
 

The total of £7 14s paid to William’s family is approximately equivalent to labour earnings (wages) of £375 in 
2016. 
 

British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920 
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Cheshire Observer - Saturday 6 November 1915 
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The Routledge Atlas of the First World War   Martin Gilbert (2nd Ed.)      
Routledge (London & New York)   2002 
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John Lewis, William’s father, died in late 1917 aged 54 and Mary Ann Lewis, William’s 
mother, may have died in late 1930 aged 66.  In 1921 Mary Ann and her unmarried 
children were living at 6, Liverpool Road, Neston. 
 

Of William’s siblings: 
 

 Thomas was killed in Flanders on 22 October 1917. 
 

Albert Lewis married Mabel Bailey (born 14 October 1891) at Neston Parish Church 
on 30 November 1912: 

Albert, a labourer aged 23, and Mabel (21) were both living at Hanns Hall Cottages  

 in Willaston when they married but at the time of the 1939 Register (29 September)  
 they were recorded at 10 Mainwaring Road, Bebington (the road is actually in  
 Bromborough) when Albert was a general labourer. 
 It is believed that Albert and Mabel had at least six children: 
  Ivy  - born 18 September 1913. In 1939, living with her parents, she was  
       employed in a laundry. It is believed that she married Abraham  
       Wood at a Civil Marriage at Blackpool Register Office in late 1941.  
       Ivy died in Liverpool in early 1991. 
  William D. - was born in early 1918 and he died soon after. 
  William - (born 6 March 1919 was also at home in 1939 and recorded as a  
       plumber in the shipbuilding industry. 
  Vera  - born in mid-1924 Vera married William Johnson at St Barnabas  
      Church, Bromborough, in late-1945. She may have been at home  
      with her parents at the time of the 1939 Register - a line of this  
      record has been redacted. 
  Roy  - was born on 15 May 1930 and in 1939 was still at school. He may  
      have married Mona Halsall at a Civil Marriage on Wirral in mid- 
      1956. 
  Eva  - born in early 1933 Eva may have married William Douglas Bailey at  
      St Barnabas Church, Bromborough,  
      in early 1953. 
   

  



Page | 789 
 

Joseph Lewis (born 16 October 1891) married Lilian Lawley (born 5 June 1894) at  
 Neston Parish Church on 21 December 1918. Joseph, recorded as an engineer, was  
 28 and Lilian (a daughter of Neston collier Joseph Lawley) was 25 and living on  
 Badger Bait. Martha Lewis, William’s sister, was a witness. In the 1939 Register  
 William (a builder’s labourer) and family was living at 24 Mayfield Gardens, off  
 Liverpool Road, Neston.  It is believed that Joseph and Lilian had at least seven  
 children:  
  Joseph - born mid-1919. 
  Mary A. - born late 1920. 
  Thomas G. - born 26 November 1921 and, living at home in 1939, was recorded  
      as a farm labourer. 
  William E. - born early 1923. 
  Lilian May - born 5 June 1926, Lilian was at home with her parents in 1939. She  
      married Henry Thelwell at Neston Parish Church in late-1945. 
  Stanley - born early 1931, Stanley married Joan Phillips at Neston Parish  
      Church in late-1951.  
  Marian - born 23 November 1932 she was at home with her parents in  
      1939. Marian married James Edward Maddox at Neston Parish  
      Church in mid-1953. 
 

In the 1939 Register John Lewis (born 10 May 1897) was living at 9 Mayfield  
Gardens, Neston, with his family. John married Eveline Jones (born 6 March 1902) at 
a Civil Marriage on Wirral in mid-1924 and they had at least four children: 
 Mary Doreen - born 25 November 1924 and living with her parents in 1939  
     (and recorded as being a general domestic servant), Mary married  
     Roland Entwistle at Neston Parish Church on 18 September 1945. 
 John B. - born 1 March 1929, John was with his parents in 1939. 
 Norman David L. - born 2 February 1931 and at home with his parents in 1939. 
 Thomas A. - born 28 February 1937 and at home with his parents in 1939. 
 

John Lewis may have died on Wirral, aged 61 in early 1959. 
  

Nothing is known of Martha although she may have married William Ryan at a Civil 
Marriage on Wirral in mid-1921. 
 

Bertha (born 19 July 1904) was living with her family at 120 Phoenix Street,  
Sandycroft, Hawarden, at the time of the 1939 Register. Bertha married William 
Henry Darlington (born 13 February 1902) at a Civil Marriage on Wirral in early 
1927. In 1939 a son, Henry Darlington (apprentice railway wagon repairer) was living 
with them; six lines of the Register entry have been redacted (as of March 2018) but 
it is believed that two of their other children, born in Hawarden, were: 
 Bernard V. K. - born late 1936. 
 Josephine G. - born 13 December 1938. 

 In 1939 William H Darlington was recorded as a boiler maker, riveter, and it is  
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 believed that he died in Chester in late 1945 aged 52. It is not known where or when  
 Bertha died. 
 

 Percy Lewis was born on 26 March 1909 and he married Jane Minshall Jones (born  
 25 January 1914) at the Central Hall Methodist Church, City Road, Chester in mid- 
 1932. In the 1939 Register they were living at ‘Hawkestone’, Chester Road, Chester  
 and Percy was recorded as a meat butcher, manager. One line of the 1939 entry has  
 been redacted (as of March 2018) but it is believed that they had a daughter, Alice  
 Doreen Lewis, who was born in late 1936. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The relationships within the Lewis family (simplified) showing the three 
family members, in red, who died in WW1 


