58: Thomas Lewis

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: T. Lewis

Rank: Private

Battalion / Regiment: 16th Bn. Cheshire Regiment

Service Number: 241584 Date of Death: 22 October 1917 Age at Death: 30
Buried / Commemorated at:  Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Flanders, Belgium

Additional information given by CWGC: The son of John and Mary Ann Lewis, of 6, Liverpool Road, Neston

Thomas Lewis was the eldest child of John (described in census returns as a
‘huntsman’) and Mary Ann Lewis and the older brother of William Lewis who had been
killed in the Gallipoli campaign on 7 October 1915 [See entry 59: William Lewis,
following].

John Lewis was a younger son of agricultural labourer Thomas and Martha Lewis of
Bridge Street, Neston and the younger brother of James Lewis whose own son, also
named Thomas, was killed on 23 March 1918 in France [See entry 57: Thomas Lewis].
The relationships within the Lewis family are shown on the simplified family tree at the
end of entry 59: William Lewis.

John Lewis married Mary Ann Jane Sudlow of Neston at Our Lady & St Nicholas & St
Anne (‘The Sailors’ Church’), Liverpool Parish Church, in July / September 1886; Mary
appears to have been a daughter of Neston fisherman Thomas and Margaret Sudlow
(both of whom had been born in Liverpool but who, in 1881, were living on Brook
Street) and in the 1881 census Mary was recorded as being a general servant in the
household of Parkgate grocer Thomas and Elizabeth Nelson.

Thomas Lewis was baptised at Neston parish church on 8 July 1887 when his father was
recorded, as at all other baptisms, as a labourer.

However, in the 1891 census - when the family was living in the centre of Neston, just
off High Street - John seems to have been employed by a butcher (although the entry in
the census is indistinct):
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1891 census (extract) — Pyke’s Weint, Neston
John Lewis 25 butcher’s (?) labourer born Neston
Mary Ann 24 born Leighton
Thomas 3 born Neston
Albert 2 born Neston
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By 1901 the family, now enlarged, had moved to Town Lane in Little Neston:
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1901 census (extract) - Town Lane, Little Neston

John Lewis 38 huntsman (groom) born Neston
Mary A. 34 born Neston
Thomas 13 born Neston
Albert 11 born Neston
Joseph 9 born Neston
William 7 born Neston
John 6 born Neston
Martha 4 months born Neston
Robert 39 brother, single, farm labourer born Neston

The dates of births and baptism of Thomas’s siblings at Neston were:

Thomas - baptised 8 July 1887

Albert - born 3 April 1889 baptised 14 June 1889
Joseph - born 16 October 1891 baptised 30 October 1891
William - born about 20 March 1894 baptised 30 March 1894
John - born 10 May 1897 baptised 18 June 1897
Martha - baptised 14 December 1900

Bertha - born 19 July 1904

Percy - born 26 March 1909

By the time of the 1911
census the family had
moved yet again, from
Little Neston to the Rock
Cottages on Bridson’s
Hill (where the road
crosses the Neston
Brook), on Bridge Street:

: o, o SON—
The Rock Cottages (left) were demolished in 1914.

View looking down Bridson’s Hill, towards Burton. The road to the left is Station Road and, in the
distance, the chimney of the brickworks located at the junction of present-day Marshlands Road and

Burton Road can be seen. A different view of the area is shown in 59: William Lewis.
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1911 census (condensed) - Rock Cottages, Bridge Street, Neston
John Lewis 48 huntsman ‘Thomas’ has been crossed through born Neston
(crossed through & ‘general labourer’ overwritten)
Mary Ann J. 46 born Neston
Thomas 24 labourer (contractor) born Neston
[Killed: 22 October 1917, aged 30]
Joseph 20 labourer (contractor) born Neston
William 16 labourer (contractor) born Neston
[Killed: 7 October 1915]
John 14 born Neston
Martha 10 born Neston
Bertha 7 born Neston
Percy 2 born Neston
Robert Lewis 35 lodger, single, labourer builder born Neston
John and Mary had been married for 26 years and all eight of their children had survived.

The only child not present in the household at the time of the 1911 census was Alfred;
he would have been 21 but has not been traced in the census. The Robert Lewis, shown
as a lodger in this census return, is too young to have been the brother of John Lewis
snr unless (as is probable) his age has been mis-recorded.

Thomas Lewis had enlisted at Neston and had been officially listed as missing on 11
December 1917. The circumstances of his death are far from clear as, although his
‘official’ date of death is recorded as 22 October 1917 he wasn’t declared as being
‘missing’ until some 7 weeks later and his parents weren’t notified of his death until the
end of August 1918; this was 45 weeks after his supposed death.
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If Thomas Lewis really was killed on 22 October - his body was never recovered - it is
probable that he died in one of the actions of The Battle of Passchendaele (The Third
Battle of Ypres) in which the 16 Battalion Cheshire Regiment was involved:

The 15" and 16™ Battalions, in the 105% Brigade, attacked on the 22" on the British left, their
objective being the road running west from Colombo Ho., the 16" under Colonel B.C. Dent, and
the 15" under Colonel H. P. G. Cochrane. The 16" Battalion was in the front line of the Brigade
and the 15t in Reserve. The night of the 215t/22" was bitterly cold and rain fell heavily. The
men were perished. Unfortunately, rum and tea, which had been provided, did not reach the
Battalion. The enemy kept up a strong barrage fire all night. At 5.30am the advance started.
The state of the ground can be imagined when it is learnt that the pace of the barrage was 100
yards in eight minutes. The whole ground was one mass of shell holes, each containing about a
foot of water. Even at this slow pace, the troops had the greatest difficulty in keeping up with
the barrage. Still, the objectives were reached. Then began a long day’s struggle, dealing first
with unconquered pill-boxes — concrete machine gun posts — and enemy counter attacks.
However, most of the original gains were successfully held, and the Battalion was relieved by
the 15%. This Battalion had to deal with more counter-attacks and was very much harassed by
low-flying aircraft. But they held on to their line and repulsed all attempts to drive them back.
The 15t Battalion lost 22 killed and 75 wounded and the 16t a total of 9 officers and 327 men.

[The History of the Cheshire Regiment in the Great War, 1914-1918 : Vol. 1 A. Crookenden, Colonel of
the Regiment W.H. Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd. (1938)]

The War Diary of the 16 Battalion gives further details and notes, for the night before
the advance on 22 October, that “...the men underwent extreme discomfort and were
wet through and perished with cold before zero hour arrived....” - not the best
conditions to start one of the major conflicts of the war.
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PASSCHENDAELE
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1:10000 (original scale)
army artillery barrage
map from The First
Battle of Passchendaele
during The Third Battle
of Ypres. [Probably 12

October 1917] AR BARRAGE AP
P s
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E

(Field Survey Company,
Royal Engineers)

The War Diary FaAT o :
entry for the 19 - early 23 October 1917 is reproduced on the following pages:

Page | 770



I/('/

| |
Place l Date Hour |

l

LrvErpipere | oo ;
DauTH 5”'
AborTons
I LABEN
oA EsT a2 ;
L

Sovr# ax 122/ |

/70,
Hover it ORST /}
Sanrsr \
a(b- OTH n/ /u/

/ LTWORST /ff/,.s,

|

’ TP T AN d##/ff //(a S 63_/46[4 Gorme ‘gé%‘;

Summary of Evenls and Information

v_.'( 1o "

£
iy /

(S e e ,/ A f.-é,‘im  HoirmonsT s (me 8 o.}/éwé /ﬁtya‘/

7 ey Lo
M i) ,,./ b A /” L) Ao arsgmre oo Z (rras Wro7em o157, Yl

e /P S OLE /:,

(ad e ) R Y TLAS2AL A,

7 N
5 Lo
/éé& (oo 2 :

J § A e i ;
7 > A4 4741 tols £ «:‘ v /U/‘/ "{" d/‘,‘f‘c’? - /df-ds/ ldlw a Cé&’c{M
ALV /.

o
A AR /Q,‘,m__,, ()’/ b5 2 2
Ve

o V2
':';wh fee Cf;/ r‘/»u.c/ o P w. 4 ,r@a00 e
»/em lier o ja,{[a./mt a,/ S /4., 2 OBl S &7»
//G a/ vE£ Af;wo S
X r:,a. //éﬁ.-‘? rurx/ / Iunl O & o . ?0

W et Sl & f5 oL

i S LA o Al b ?/ /,?a/ff/fv.}uf A
riis b SUls A WIOTEWORIET i Mar wrosrace 5o,
A

& G )

S e

Tt wik fdlin ol SHLa s K bl di
VvES  Bewvo Co PTG h ik LSS L ohs i e / AR A / . m’gzuw‘
éy,uﬂaw 2l eum,.;uw W oand £ 4;’ Aevedd ,7/ (.-,é;y /Lz"/s’g"ff Dfﬁ,ﬁ‘)’/
B /(é/,‘: A ,, r:/y/ Bz o5 )/(a):a»/a.o 2o M Sore 'du»c/oé«xa/ M
7
((m«y / 443"‘4 L “’7’

s Glun A2 o
a i
17

o
Azopt. Wi wizsigiMizapr 7sooce 1fizc Do & L, Lid, Forma/Caitsiig. & /@ g é A
| »7?»*»&'2 l?‘(.
/i 5 4
o// c'u.u lewm 0/ i

P @ A et B O »u/J/ S e N{. X//Q A
V4
d«/ ou&‘% sl oero (an@éﬁéd é (=2 36 7 ’/

KA ﬂ"’nq«yam/‘- /{;u:é, é
xc;‘ya:.,L AR Aok @D.c® X @, / 5%

T e s okt o &L

JLU'W P08 a-—'_Q/ / /Cﬂr‘-[’*"f* ﬂ, % C‘Mféﬁ—uf." A d 0{’
T c Pundlio Lo b, AZ@/
P\»”’/ c/dxdg/ Oo/é 4/‘7"'% sao W add e 06/

HBene m/zao/ S %
ercle 4_7'/// % Ao MI J&J—H—ﬂ— ‘d“‘(—"’*’%"/ ol B 4&/ &cyé( i
ok S Sghe o Aoer avsed - éim«’me/%é;a
A /{/ vaxed VEE Bewo - 7

A By Bl o ol biee o by it i o e
& Corirints _ LowVers i /5044.7/ 4 .K /@% fé d‘ul_ay oo A ,_4’
J ~ /{uz/ cnol 2 A/I{M/ 2{”‘ A4 dné)ﬂﬂ.ﬂ/ 62«// & .4/
,,\ubdyu'ﬁ/ A wma{o m.,_,_/ 4 S Zrea 0/ / : i
/mw L anol  Baallie occune . e /‘”‘//“ el i
c% éq/aéw dg&"""“e“’—p/ w{' ,?A‘A‘O '4% ’VW 5 ot

é/w,au(/ %e/é' jocly‘( / D{ﬂﬂ-ﬂ?‘a M u!u!./ d/ / QQZJ /0“/::
Sy £ ,{u..ﬂ/u cwenn / é 4/aé / Iz ﬂo-a‘c_/ W bao

ik e S 7@4/ %&4 S T TR
i

/{l—oﬂﬂ/- }/ é?/ 45 / "‘//f»f’wacoo‘ &/Paw AT
et rzdrou[. % Levrte /4

20 frarine vl e il Bl B ook e /Aocwcdoy andyhotinst,.
i O

Pt Sor GHon Brnrerr 2w & B AR aucd mbpdt HF L /d i
’ //{ﬂ/./’ 06/4(3({04, //"'//1’/.‘('»74/. / cz.—do/

: 2/
/ M % /:., S P %
A7oga).  WtowrzisgiMazgn 750,000, 1jt7. DD & L. le s/C2018/14.

i

// o a’ll;mwa/ 4»/

e ome J&/va/'f? .40«.4(/,,/ mw/q«,w/ Ly @ 4% Mow/

/&Uecucd el Dre ozao/a/a,&f«q (é(/ %/ %

. S /tz[ /ﬁo@/ﬁv/.ﬁ /Lb// Do
/,_a.ﬂ&,dd et (».f/fll .{/‘ AIAG/ ‘—C.«,(.é{ da&/ % é;:a.l,o

//JGXL én}'/v - ///VM
A it Ml i’ cupiind L f Ly A Ak B bod it A

e S S g

War Diary, 16™ Battalion Cheshire Regiment, 19-22 October 1917 (continued on following page)
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War Diary, 16%" Battalion Cheshire Regiment, 22 October 1917 (continued from previous page)
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War Diary, 16™ Battalion Cheshire Regiment, 22 — 23 October 1917 (continued from previous page)

The War Diary notes that the 16" Battalion Cheshire Regiment was south of the 600-
acre Houthulst Forest (recorded incorrectly as Houlthurst) north of Poelcapelle and
around 5 miles north-west of Passchendaele; the sketch map notes the position of the
16 Battalion (encircled in purple) on 22 October (the date recorded for the death of
Thomas Lewis) both before and after their advance northwards together with the
projected and actual lines of advance of the troops:

SKETCH MAP TO ILLUSTRATE ATTACK UPON HOUTHULST FOREST, OCT. 22" 1917
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The map shows several of the locations recorded in the War Diary extract: Vee Bend (SW sector), Louvois
Farm (W), Les 5 Chemins and Egypt House (center) and Colombo House and Marechal Farm (N).
[Source: http://www.ossett.net/WW1/David_Butterfield.html]
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The military map of 17 October 1917 showing the area immediately south of Houthulst Forest. The trench
position of Vee Bend, Colombo House and Les 5 Chemins have been encircled in yellow in order that this
map may be compared to the previous sketch map. Marechal Farm, unnamed on this map, has been
encircled in purple. [Source :

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom=16&Iat=50.9480&lon=2.9323&layers=1014648618&b=1]

Stephen McGreal (Cheshire Bantams : 15", 16" & 17t Battalions of the Cheshire

Regiment) gives some additional information of the conflict and the conditions under
which it was fought:

Wiser counsel would have realised that the imminent attack stood
little chance of success, for the rain had conspired with the defenders
of the 600 acres of mangled tree stumps known as Houlthulst Forest,
where the surface was nearly pure clay. In fair weather it would have
posed a hard nut to crack, yet men were now expected to flounder
through the mud hampering all rapid movement as they advanced
towards pill boxes spitting flame; the advancing infantry never knew
if they were about to step into a muddy puddle or a several foot deep
flooded shell hole, considering the shortage of fighting material this
action was virtually guaranteed to deplete human resources further
for no great military gain. In his classic account of the Flanders’
campaign Leon Wolff In Flanders Fields sums up this diversionary feint
thus: ‘On the 22nd there followed a curious, half hearted attack by the
French and elements of the Fifth Army, in which almost 1,000 allied
troops were lost. A few yards were gained, some of which were
retaken later in the day by enemy counter attacks. It is a rare mention
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of this forgotten or overlooked engagement.’

On the eve of the attack 21/22 October the weather was extremely
cold, practically everyone was sniffling and sneezing due to the
common cold and instances of influenza were extremely prevalent.
After midnight heavy showers saturated the miserable legion of men
heading towards the assembly points. As the 16th Cheshires moved
forward Y Company went via Vee Bend, past the collection of small
pill boxes named Egypt House and Les 5 Chemins. W and Z
Companies moved up along the duckboards of Clarges Street and
north of Suez Farm. During this movement the following casualties
were suffered:

Y Company, one officer and twelve O.R.s.

Battalion H.Q., six O.R.s.

Z and W company each had one casualty.

The Poilus of the 1st French Division were on the extreme right of their
frontage, alongside them were 105 Infantry Brigade with 104 Brigade
on their right flank, facing the attacking force was a landscape that
looked like an alien world. Fading away into the distance was a sea of
mud liberally pockmarked with a mass of putrid water-filled shell
holes. For the attack the 16th Cheshires were positioned on the right
front, 14th Glosters were on the left front, the 15th Sherwood Foresters
were in support on the line Strong Point, while the 15th Cheshires
were held in reserve in the locality of Wijdendrift.

The enemy guns laid down a barrage of varying intensity
throughout the night along the line of Les 5 Chemins to Louvois Farm,
shortly before dawn the barrage spread northwards and rained down
on the 16th Cheshires’ front line position and assembly point incurring

casualties. At 5-30 a.m. on the 22 October our barrage began,
components of the Division including the 16th Cheshires advanced.
The poor state of the boggy ground can be imagined when it is learnt
that the pace of the barrage was timed to allow the infantry eight
minutes to advance 100 yards. Despite the slow creeping barrage the
thick mud made it extremely difficult for the attackers to keep pace
with the barrage. The high water table made the terrain unsuitable for
trenches, the Teutonic defenders’ solution was a system of concrete pill
boxes arranged in a chess board pattern, each affording covering fire
to its neighbour; they dominated the boggy landscape. These redoubts
were fashioned in reinforced concrete with sides up to ten feet thick,
capable of surviving all but a direct hit by a heavy shell.

Shortly before 7 a.m. Captain Burnett proudly reported at Battalion
H.Q. that Z Company had taken Marechal Farm, to their left the 14th
Gloucesters had gained ground and now occupied Panama House.
Less welcome news was that the centre and left attacking force’s were
held up by fire from block-houses in the wood approximately 500
yards north-west of Colombo House. Most of the attacking forces rifles
were useless as they were clogged with mud, and casualties were
heavy. Upon hearing this Lieutenant Colonel Dent (Commander of the
16th Cheshires) arranged with Major Morton the Commander of the
15th Sherwoods for Y Company to advance further forward, their
vacant position to be occupied by W Company of the Sherwoods. As

Page | 775



the situation was becoming critical Lieutenant Colonel Dent went
forward to assess the situation accompanied by Captain Burnett, en
route they collected some stragglers near the south edge of a wood.
These men were ordered to outflank one of the numerous pill boxes;
despite the low odds they succeeded in forcing the enemy to abandon
the pill box. Any further advance was delayed owing to rifle fire and
harassing fire from another pill box. Throughout this attack enemy
aircraft flew a couple of hundred feet over the British positions with
their machine guns blazing. Artillery shells rained down everywhere;
one shell landed in the midst of a group of H.Q. signallers and
runners, six of them were badly wounded including Private Austin.
The twenty-eight year old runner was severely wounded in both legs,
he was carried by stretcher to a dressing station where he succumbed
to his wounds.

Lieutenant Colonel Dent then headed for the concrete pill box at the
ruined Colombo House Farm, where Captain Millington M.C. and his
Z Company men had captured the pillbox complete with its machine
gun, its crew lay dead on the ground. 57865 Private W.A. Johnson, a
former Bedford Territorial, had on his own initiative dashed forward,
shot the machine gunner and captured the weapon. For this he was
awarded the D.C.M. He was killed in action 23 March while serving
with the 15th Cheshires. Fifty yards forward of this position the

remnants of X Company were also consolidating their position, due to
the heavy casualties sustained X and Z companies were at half their
fighting strength and were now merged into one company. At 2-15
p-m. a company of the 15th Sherwoods moved up to Colombo House
and occupied the original front line. Y Company of the 15th Cheshires
acting under orders of Lieutenant Colonel Dent (16th Ches.) moved up
in artillery formation attracting heavy shell fire from the Vee Bend
area, the survivors relieved 15th Sherwoods in the old British line.
With the situation under control and the imminent arrival of
reinforcements from Y Company 15th Cheshires who formed a
defensive flank to Colombo House, Lieutenant Colonel Dent returned
to Battalion H.QQ. Meanwhile the advance of W, X and Y Companies of
the 16th Cheshires was held up until around 4-30 p.m. when a strong
enemy counter attack accompanied by an intense barrage was
launched against the left frontage. The enemy broke through the line
and was then able to fire on the wood held by the remnants of W, X, Y
Companies 16th Cheshires and Y Company 15th Sherwoods with an
enfilade of fire, before withdrawing 100 yards to another position but
were forced back to our original front line. The withdrawal of this
flank allowed the enemy to bring reverse machine gun fire on the left
of Captain Millington’s position at Marechal Farm; to prevent even
heavier casualties his left withdrew to Colombo House — Marechal
Farm road and faced west. The 17th Lancashire Fusiliers on the right
of Captain Millington’s force then withdrew to the line of the road, this

withdrew to Colombo House Farm. The 18th Lancashire Fusiliers
continued the line on the right flank while the 14th Gloster’s retained
their original objective. While these events were occurring the 17th
and 18th Lancashire Fusiliers had repulsed an enemy counter attack
with heavy losses. This was the general situation by 7-30 p.m. that
evening; no further action occurred on the 22nd.
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Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 (extract)

In July 1919 the army made payments to the family; £3 15s 8d was payable as Thomas’ final wages and a £6
War Gratuity was paid to his mother, Mary. Mary also received 12s 8d unpaid wages, as did brother Joseph,
and brothers John and Percy each received 12s 7d and his sisters Martha and Bertha received the same.

Although it was determined that Thomas Lewis had died on 22 October 1917 this form records his death as
being ‘on or since 22:10:17 pres. dead’.

The 12s 7d received is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of £95 in 2016. The £6 War
Gratuity has a labour value equivalent of about £460.

John Lewis, Thomas’ father, died in late 1917 in Bebington aged 54 and Mary Ann
Lewis, Thomas’s mother, may have died in late 1930 in Eastham aged 66.

Details of Thomas’s siblings, as known, are given towards the end of the account
59: William Lewis of this work and are not replicated here. Relationships within the
Lewis family are given in the chart at the end of the 59: William Lewis entry.

Page | 778



