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58: Thomas Lewis  

 

Thomas Lewis was the eldest child of John (described in census returns as a 
‘huntsman’) and Mary Ann Lewis and the older brother of William Lewis who had been 
killed in the Gallipoli campaign on 7 October 1915 [See entry 59: William Lewis, 
following].  
 

John Lewis was a younger son of agricultural labourer Thomas and Martha Lewis of 
Bridge Street, Neston and the younger brother of James Lewis whose own son, also 
named Thomas, was killed on 23 March 1918 in France [See entry 57: Thomas Lewis]. 
The relationships within the Lewis family are shown on the simplified family tree at the 
end of entry 59: William Lewis.  
 

John Lewis married Mary Ann Jane Sudlow of Neston at Our Lady & St Nicholas & St 

Anne (‘The Sailors’ Church’), Liverpool Parish Church, in July / September 1886; Mary 
appears to have been a daughter of Neston fisherman Thomas and Margaret Sudlow 
(both of whom had been born in Liverpool but who, in 1881, were living on Brook 
Street) and in the 1881 census Mary was recorded as being a general servant in the 
household of Parkgate grocer Thomas and Elizabeth Nelson.  
 

Thomas Lewis was baptised at Neston parish church on 8 July 1887 when his father was 
recorded, as at all other baptisms, as a labourer.  
However, in the 1891 census - when the family was living in the centre of Neston, just 
off High Street - John seems to have been employed by a butcher (although the entry in 
the census is indistinct): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1891 census (extract) – Pyke’s Weint, Neston 
 

 John Lewis  25  butcher’s (?) labourer          born Neston 
 Mary Ann  24              born Leighton 
 Thomas    3              born Neston 
 Albert     2              born Neston 
 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:  T. Lewis   

Rank: Private  

Battalion / Regiment:  16th Bn.  Cheshire Regiment 

Service Number:   241584  Date of Death: 22 October 1917 Age at Death: 30 

Buried / Commemorated at:  Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Flanders, Belgium 

Additional information given by CWGC: The son of John and Mary Ann Lewis, of 6, Liverpool Road, Neston 
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The Rock Cottages (left) were demolished in 1914. 
View looking down Bridson’s Hill, towards Burton. The road to the left is Station Road and, in the 
distance, the chimney of the brickworks located at the junction of present-day Marshlands Road and 
Burton Road can be seen. A different view of the area is shown in 59: William Lewis. 

By 1901 the family, now enlarged, had moved to Town Lane in Little Neston: 

 

The dates of births and baptism of Thomas’s siblings at Neston were: 
 
 

Thomas - baptised 8 July 1887    
Albert  - born 3 April 1889  baptised 14 June 1889    
Joseph  - born 16 October 1891 baptised 30 October 1891 
William - born about 20 March 1894 baptised 30 March 1894 
John  - born 10 May 1897  baptised 18 June 1897 

 Martha - baptised 14 December 1900 
 Bertha  - born 19 July 1904 
 Percy  - born 26 March 1909 

 

By the time of the 1911 
census the family had 
moved yet again, from 
Little Neston to the Rock 
Cottages on Bridson’s 
Hill (where the road 
crosses the Neston 
Brook), on Bridge Street: 

1901 census (extract) - Town Lane, Little Neston 
 

John Lewis  38   huntsman (groom)    born Neston 
Mary A.  34         born Neston 
Thomas  13         born Neston 
Albert   11         born Neston 
Joseph     9         born Neston 
William    7         born Neston

 John     6         born Neston 
Martha  4 months        born Neston 
Robert   39   brother, single , farm labourer  born Neston
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The only child not present in the household at the time of the 1911 census was Alfred; 
he would have been 21 but has not been traced in the census. The Robert Lewis, shown 
as a lodger in this census return, is too young to have been the brother of John Lewis 
snr unless (as is probable) his age has been mis-recorded. 
 

Thomas Lewis had enlisted at Neston and had been officially listed as missing on 11 
December 1917. The circumstances of his death are far from clear as, although his 
‘official’ date of death is recorded as 22 October 1917 he wasn’t declared as being 
‘missing’ until some 7 weeks later and his parents weren’t notified of his death until the 
end of August 1918; this was 45 weeks after his supposed death.  
 

1911 census (condensed) -  Rock Cottages, Bridge Street, Neston    
 

John Lewis  48 huntsman ‘Thomas’ has been crossed through           born Neston 
(crossed through & ‘general labourer’ overwritten)    

Mary Ann J.  46                  born Neston
             
Thomas  24 labourer (contractor)                     born Neston 

[Killed: 22 October 1917, aged 30] 

Joseph   20 labourer (contractor)                     born Neston 
William  16 labourer (contractor)                     born Neston 
     [Killed: 7 October 1915] 

John   14                  born Neston 
Martha  10                  born Neston 
Bertha     7                  born Neston 
Percy     2                    born Neston 
Robert Lewis  35 lodger, single, labourer builder              born Neston 

 

John and Mary had been married for 26 years and all eight of their children had survived.  
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1:10000 (original scale) 
army artillery barrage 
map from The First 
Battle of Passchendaele 
during The Third Battle 
of Ypres. [Probably 12 
October 1917] 

(Field Survey Company, 
Royal Engineers) 

If Thomas Lewis really was killed on 22 October - his body was never recovered - it is 
probable that he died in one of the actions of The Battle of Passchendaele (The Third 
Battle of Ypres) in which the 16th Battalion Cheshire Regiment was involved: 
 

The 15th and 16th Battalions, in the 105th Brigade, attacked on the 22nd on the British left, their 
objective being the road running west from Colombo Ho., the 16th under Colonel B.C. Dent, and 
the 15th under Colonel H. P. G. Cochrane. The 16th Battalion was in the front line of the Brigade 
and the 15th in Reserve. The night of the 21st/22nd was bitterly cold and rain fell heavily. The 
men were perished. Unfortunately, rum and tea, which had been provided, did not reach the 
Battalion. The enemy kept up a strong barrage fire all night. At 5.30am the advance started. 
The state of the ground can be imagined when it is learnt that the pace of the barrage was 100 
yards in eight minutes. The whole ground was one mass of shell holes, each containing about a 
foot of water. Even at this slow pace, the troops had the greatest difficulty in keeping up with 
the barrage. Still, the objectives were reached. Then began a long day’s struggle, dealing first 
with unconquered pill-boxes – concrete machine gun posts – and enemy counter attacks. 
However, most of the original gains were successfully held, and the Battalion was relieved by 
the 15th. This Battalion had to deal with more counter-attacks and was very much harassed by 
low-flying aircraft. But they held on to their line and repulsed all attempts to drive them back. 
The 15th Battalion lost 22 killed and 75 wounded and the 16th a total of 9 officers and 327 men. 

 

[The History of the Cheshire Regiment in the Great War, 1914-1918 : Vol. 1   A. Crookenden, Colonel of 
the Regiment    W.H. Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd. (1938)] 
 

The War Diary of the 16th Battalion gives further details and notes, for the night before 
the advance on 22 October, that ‘…the men underwent extreme discomfort and were 
wet through and perished with cold before zero hour arrived….’ - not the best 
conditions to start one of the major conflicts of the war. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The War Diary 
entry for the 19 - early 23 October 1917 is reproduced on the following pages: 
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War Diary, 16th Battalion Cheshire Regiment, 19-22 October 1917 (continued on following page) 
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War Diary, 16th Battalion Cheshire Regiment, 22 October 1917 (continued from previous page) 
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The map shows several of the locations recorded in the War Diary extract: Vee Bend (SW sector), Louvois 
Farm (W), Les 5 Chemins and Egypt House (center) and Colombo House and Marechal Farm (N).   
 [Source: http://www.ossett.net/WW1/David_Butterfield.html] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The War Diary notes that the 16th Battalion Cheshire Regiment was south of the 600-
acre Houthulst Forest (recorded incorrectly as Houlthurst) north of Poelcapelle and 
around 5 miles north-west of Passchendaele; the sketch map notes the position of the 
16th Battalion (encircled in purple) on 22 October (the date recorded for the death of 
Thomas Lewis) both before and after their advance northwards together with the 
projected and actual lines of advance of the troops: 

War Diary, 16th Battalion Cheshire Regiment, 22 – 23 October 1917 (continued from previous page) 



Page | 774 
 

Stephen McGreal (Cheshire Bantams : 15th, 16th & 17th Battalions of the Cheshire 
Regiment) gives some additional information of the conflict and the conditions under 
which it was fought: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The military map of 17 October 1917 showing the area immediately south of Houthulst Forest. The trench 
position of Vee Bend, Colombo House and Les 5 Chemins have been encircled in yellow in order that this 
map may be compared to the previous sketch map. Marechal Farm, unnamed on this map, has been 
encircled in purple.            [Source : 
http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom=16&lat=50.9480&lon=2.9323&layers=101464861&b=1] 
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On the day that Thomas Lewis 
died, 22 October 1917, 127 
men of the Cheshire Regiment 
are known to have died - and 
123 of these were from the 
16th Battalion. All but 11 of 
these men are commemorated 
on the Tyne Cot Memorial as 
their bodies were never 
recovered.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 
1914-1920 

Postcard (date unknown) showing the 
remnants of Houthulst Forest and the 
remains of a French aircraft.  [Source: 
http://www.100-jahre-erster-
weltkrieg.eu/en/downloads/bilddoku
mente-englisch.html] 

The map shows (red star) the 
approximate location of the site, south 
of Houthulst Forest, where Thomas 
Lewis died on 22 October 1917 
Source: The Routledge Atlas of the First 
World War   Martin Gilbert   Routledge   
2003 
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Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 (extract) 
 

In July 1919 the army made payments to the family; £3 15s 8d was payable as Thomas’ final wages and a £6 
War Gratuity was paid to his mother, Mary. Mary also received 12s 8d  unpaid wages, as did brother Joseph, 
and brothers John and Percy each received 12s 7d and his sisters Martha and Bertha received the same. 
 

Although it was determined that Thomas Lewis had died on 22 October 1917 this form records his death as 
being ‘on or since 22:10:17 pres. dead’. 
 

The 12s 7d received is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of £95 in 2016. The £6 War 
Gratuity has a labour value equivalent of about £460. 
 

Birkenhead News – Saturday 1 December 1917 Birkenhead News – Saturday 31 August 1918 

 

John Lewis, Thomas’ father, died in late 1917 in Bebington aged 54 and Mary Ann 
Lewis, Thomas’s mother, may have died in late 1930 in Eastham aged 66.   
 

Details of Thomas’s siblings, as known, are given towards the end of the account  
59: William Lewis of this work and are not replicated here. Relationships within the 
Lewis family are given in the chart at the end of the 59: William Lewis entry. 

 
 
 
 
 


