56: Raymond Frederick Lawton MM

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: Raymond P Lawton

Rank: Private

Battalion / Regiment:  46th Bn. Canadian Infantry

Service Number: 1009413 Date of Death: 27 September 1918 Age at Death: 35

Buried / Commemorated at: Queant Communal Cemetery British Extension, Queant, Departement du
Pas-de-Calais, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France

Additional information given by CWGC: Son of Alfred Lawton; husband of the late Jennie Parker, of
Broadview, Saskatchewan

Raymond Frederick Lawton (CWGC has his middle initial recorded incorrectly) was born
in Parkgate, the second child and second son of ship’s carpenter Alfred and Mary
Lawton of Parkgate and the younger brother of Alfred Lawton (see entry 55: Alfred
Lawton). Raymond was born on 11 June 1884 and baptised at Neston Parish Church on
13 July 1884. His name was, perhaps by accident, the only one not included on the
Neston Memorial Service.

Mary Alethea Jones married Alfred Lawton in Neston Parish Church on 23 March 1879,
Alfred gave his occupation as ship’s carpenter and his address as ‘the Collieries’ and it
was recorded that he was of ‘full age’. His father, William Lawton, was also a carpenter.
Mary (also of ‘full age’) recorded that her father, Thomas Jones, was a saddler.

In the 1891 census the family (Alfred Lawton snr was not with the family and has not
been found elsewhere in the 1891 census) was living with his grandfather, Thomas
Jones, in Parkgate:
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1891 census (extract) — Parkgate

Thomas Jones 72 retired saddler born Neston
Mary A. Lawton 36 daughter born Neston
Lucy Paulington 24 boarder, knitting machinist born Hodnet,
Shropshire
William Jones 26 son, pawnbroker’s assistant born Neston
Sarah Jones 12 grandchild born Neston
Alfred Lawton 8 grandchild born Neston
Raymond Lawton 6 grandchild born Neston
Arthur Lawton 3 grandchild born Neston
Mary A. Lawton 1 grandchild born Neston
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1901 census (extract) — Parkgate
Alfred Lawton 47 ship’s carpenter born Neston
Mary A. 46 born Neston
Alfred 18 apprentice to electrician born Parkgate
Raymond 16 apprentice to blacksmith born Parkgate
Arthur 13 born Parkgate
Mary 11 born Parkgate
Albert 4 born Parkgate
Alfred died in France on 4 August 1915 —see entry 55: Alfred Lawton

The 1901 census records that Raymond was apprenticed to a blacksmith and the family
was in their own home in Parkgate. However, for reasons now unknown, the family
emigrated to Canada in March 1904 (arriving at Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 28 March) to
settle in Broadview, Saskatchewan [For details of this emigration and settlement in
Canada around this date, see entry 55: Alfred Lawton]. Although Raymond lived as a
farmer and blacksmith south of Broadview, 95 miles east of Regina, he has not been
located anywhere in any Canadian census and he was not living with his parents in
Broadview at the time of the June 1916 census. This may not be surprising as he
enlisted at Broadview late in 1915 by which date he had married (Jennie Parker), had a
daughter (named Mary Alethea Lawton after his mother) and been widowed.

Unfortunately, no original data has been found for either Raymond’s marriage or the
birth of his daughter and death of his wife.

Raymond enlisted at Broadview for the 217" Overseas Battalion of the Canadian
Overseas Expeditionary Force on 15 November 1915 when he gave his age as 27 and
his date of birth as 11 June 1886 - this was either an error by the attestation officer or a
fabrication by Raymond. He was recorded as being 5ft 4%ins tall, of fair complexion,
blue eyes, brown hair and having a 37-inch expanded chest.

Raymond was killed, dying of wounds he received, on the first day of The Battle of
Canal du Nord, the Bourlon Wood Operation. It is unstated as to whether he died in the
field or at a Field Ambulance or Casualty Clearing Station.

Interestingly, Raymond died on the same date
and in the same conflict as 30: Edwin Evans DCM
although Edwin was serving with the 13
Battalion of the Canadian Infantry.

i Crossing the dry section of the Canal du Nord
| http://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/battles
-and-fighting/land-battles/arras-and-canal-du-nord-1918/
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& 771{“{‘{‘ 217th Overseas Battalion

@ OUESTIO\;?I BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.
2

(answEns).
1 Y‘. hint is your surname?, . 1 .
In, What are your Christian names 7. Wz( %6;4{;'1/!5 e

b, What s yaur present sddress?, . £ ie 0 Eer Sy
2. In what Town, Township or Parish, and in %/ /4&44&
what Country were you born? . H‘ZA & g’;’g’"y‘{"

3. What is the name of your next-of-kin?
4. What is the address of your next-of-kin 7

" ATTESTATION PAPER. No. 1009%(7

CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

Folio.

5. What is the date of )mlrhrlh? [N Svois
6. What is your Trade or Calling?. ..

7. Are you married ?

\m:mlmted and i cv:ulr'.ui
9. Do you now belong ta the &
10. Have you ever served in any Military Force?.. . %
v, sate parioetars f forrat ssevics

11. Do you understand the nature and terms of
Yo enen T, j’% —
%f‘:ﬁ .

CLARATION T:){UE :ADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

do solemnly declare that the above are answers
, and that I am willing Lo fulfil the engagements

he Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary
© term of one year, or during the war now
last Iohger than one year, and for six monkths
¥ oLl:ij.n long require my services, or uatil legaily

12. Are you willing to be attested to sorve in L}c|
Caxaviax Over-Sras ExrEnimonany Foree? |

ignature of Recruit)

the termination of taal jest;
D\le‘.zfp‘W m : A«ég"" j@ _(Signature of Witness)

&r OATH TO P:ﬂ/}m\ B{ MAN ON ATTESTATION.
L. , do make Oath, that 1 will be faith lul&

wmr true Alle:f'we ta His Ma]eﬂh [(mp. C:onze the Flith His Heirs and Buccessors, and that T will as

n duty bound honestly and faithfully defend His Majesty, His Heirs and Sueceasors, in Person, Crawn and

D\ mity, agaivgt all enemies, and will abserye an la'hny all erders of His Majesty, His Heirs and nd Suocuso"a
and of all the Gerersls and Offioers set over me, So help me Gpd.

Date W Ve 5./191 5 %%%mmm of Reoruit)

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE.

(Bignature of Witness)

L

The Reeruit sbove-named was eautioned by me that if he made am Ialse enswer to any of the ﬂ.bn ve
questions he would be lisble to be punished as provided in the Arm;

‘The above questions were then read to the Reeruit in my reaence

I have taken care that be understands each question, aad that his answer to each question has been
duly entered ns n% plied to, and the said Reeruit has mady u.n,dﬁlgned the declarati D:l and taken the oa!.h

. this., . S0 m D
..... @MW / /@ (Signature of Justice)

before me, at.

H. €. 177238841

The Battle of Canal du Nord was part of a general Allied
offensive against German positions on the Western Front
during The Hundred Days Offensive of World War |.

The battle took place in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais region of
France, along an incomplete portion of the Canal du
Nord and on the outskirts of Cambrai between 27
September and 1 October 1918. To avoid the risk of
having extensive German reserves massed against a
single Allied attack, the assault along the Canal du Nord
was undertaken as part of a number of closely sequenced
Allied attacks at separate points along the Western
Front. It began one day after the Meuse-Argonne
Offensive, one day before an offensive in the Flanders
region of Belgium and two days before the Battle of St.
Quentin Canal. [Wikipedia]

In the last week of September 1918 four separate major
Allied offensives were launched on the Western Front
with the aim of finishing the war before the winter. In the
second of these attacks the British First and Third Armies
were to drive across the northern extension of the
Hindenburg Line, towards Cambrai.

The operation was a logical consequence of the
Canadian success at Drocourt-Quéant and once again

the Canadian Corps was given a principal role in the renewed offensive. The task of crossing the
formidable obstacle of the Canal du Nord required the most careful planning and precisely organised
artillery and engineer support underpinned the success of the attack.

At 5.20am, on Friday 27 September, following a night of heavy rain, assault troops of the
Canadian 4™ and 15 Divisions left their cramped assembly positions and attacked on a narrow
front (centred on Sains-lez-Marquion) behind a devastating creeping barrage; Third Army’s
infantry, immediately to the right (south) advanced simultaneously. With dense clouds of
smoke blowing towards the enemy lines the leading Canadian assault troops, assisted by tanks,
quickly crossed the canal; Royal Engineers immediately began bridging operations to speed
troops, guns and supplies over the captured barrier for the next forward moves; the Marquion
Line was passed later that morning and following much fierce fighting, the high ground of
Bourlon Wood was in Canadian hands by nightfall; good progress was also made by Third
Army. Attacks were renewed next day,; though Canadian progress slowed, Third Army forces
captured Noyelles, Marcoing, and Gouzeaucourt, and seriously threatened Cambrai.
In two days an advance of six miles was made on a twelve mile front; 10,000 enemy prisoners
and 200 guns were taken. This spectacular success represented a vital preliminary to Fourth
Army’s attack on the Hindenburg Line scheduled for 29 September.

[CWGC Western Front 1918 : Advance to Victory http://www.cwgc.org/victory1918/]

“"When the attack was launched, the Brigade was already tired after holding the line for several days...
harassed by enemy fire, gas, and aeroplane bombing. Notwithstanding these difficulties, the spirit of
all ranks ensured success. But for this spirit, the success which ultimately attended our efforts would

have been impossible."

[Major J.A.G. White, M.-G. A/Brigade-Major, October 1918, Headquarters, 6" Canadian Infantry
Brigade. RG 9, series IlI-D-3, vol. 4891, folio 1709]
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The battle towards Cambrai dealt a mortal blow to a weakened, but resistant, enemy in the course of
the last 100 days of the Great War. The operation began on September 27, 1918, with a hair-raising
rush across a dangerously narrow canal passage. It continued with harrowing counterattacks coming
from enemy troops concealed in woods, firing from bridgeheads, and lurking around the corners of
myriad small village roads. It ended in triumph on October 11, when the Canadians, exhausted after
days of unremitting fighting, finally drove the Germans out of their most important remaining
distribution centre, Cambrai. Historians see this triumph as the highly professional execution of a
daring and inventive strategy. For many of the soldiers, however, success was the result of a great
esprit de corps, of great spirit.

5:20 a.m. (zero hour) on September 27. An artillery barrage explodes over enemy positions and the 1st
Division begins to move swiftly. Crossing the dry bed of the Canal-du-Nord with success as dawn
breaks, the Canadians rapidly secure the Green Line. Passing through their ranks, the 4™ Division gains
entry into the southern part of Bourlon Village around 9:45 a.m., but not without heavy casualties. By
2:00 p.m., they pass the Blue Line and attain the objective of capturing Bourlon Wood (Blue Line).
Pushing on, by the end of the afternoon, while the 15" Infantry Brigade stands firm at the Blue Line,
brigades from the 1t and 4% Canadian Division, plus the British 11t Division, clear the enemy's
Marcoing trench system. Victory is assured by 8:00 p.m. as the last pocket of enemy resistance is
overcome.

[Library and Archives Canada www.collectionscanada.gc.ca]

Raymond fought with the 46" Battalion (South Saskatchewan) Canadian Infantry, a unit
which was authorised on 7 November 1914 and embarked for Britain on 23 October
1915. On 11 August 1916 it disembarked in France, where it fought with the 10t
Infantry Brigade, 4™ Canadian Division in France and Flanders until the end of the war.

Although CWAG reports Raymond’s age as 35, he was probably 34. He was also
awarded the Military Medal posthumously on 11 February 1919 although no details of
the action for which this was awarded are known.

The War Diaries of the 46" Battalion Canadian Infantry for the time before and at the
time of Raymond’s death make interesting reading:

WAR DIARY Army Form C. 2111
Inﬂréntlms rognling War P 1ri-c“-tml'l Tatelligenes or
l cnmla t . Fart 10
-m'lmrl:‘:‘?hﬂmlhum‘ln:g;:rum]y b P‘:S“'* INTELLIGENCE SUMDMARY. .
will he propared in mantveript. (Fxate heading nat vequired.) ﬂ//&//}fffzf,
Time
FPlace | Date | Hour Sumniry of Evente amd Infarmation | e,

! Appendl

~9-i 1ipm. gpecialist traloiung was continued to-day, snd go0le QoD say traoining. at dusk gompanies”
8 | g gerried out wire cutting ia their Present press- Daring thia gfternvom acas BeHsqe Foracunel .|
— _Progeaded to forpard area to reconnoltre to forward ares nud see _poeomnodgtion foxr the %_ —

i Battalion. Lieut. Bloggelt was glttaohed to the Hewvy srtillery to-day to obaerve ahooks
L _on belta of eneny wire thyrough which the Tnit will pass dwring s Proldoed Operatiom.
! | Two rein? smsmnts arrived to-daya

1
£4-9— :I.lmp Sreciallgt trainlog wea cvabtinowed wo-day, and the o zndles pPractised wire cuttidgs - ’
8. 1 DsR« Reinforoement arrived froo C.J.R.C. -

ﬂhwﬂess. 25-9- um. The day was spent in preparation for rellef of unitg of the 2nd Canadisn Division tonighks
5e.ME. 1B ] ro:u:rro.n:a “Appendix Ho.25.) wag garriled into effeol. Rellef wog weryr diffienlt n-:mg“‘t‘a‘our— ﬂ;\-'przi
l1p.000, £ g oyer £from two bgpttaliona and the sres waa ofngested with trodps. aalief wag complete
I _'brﬁn a.Tiand” AFPFeniix 26 ip Diapogitiom Report on wmornling of 26th. T /f_;((_(_
= 25=9= 11pn. Bemy artillery was very active durinzg the day and theyre was cwgldersble gas shelling=—gb-— ——--
18. | + dupk tapes _were lald foyr aggemdly fopr proPoaed ODeratlon nnd sspezbly was ocarried out |

i I—uuuoeﬂzﬁ-ully despﬂre the fact—that-—Our forgerd-pogto—hal to0be ithirawn-ao-as-tebeoutop— | — -
| the bgrrage line It was impossiblae for oux post At B.B.5.60.40 to be withdraomr owing to thg%
) ——

— ~enemy-placing a- l-i Gepoat-du this vicinity. Thig-post in-obhsrxrge ¢f Sergt.J+B.gturley-had -
| nﬂnaaqllm:tly %0 remain in this pdvanced pogition dwring our barrage « This was done gnd i
at —oredit 1g due to thig.H.C.0-_and hia mem who rejoined thely pomlany on the way -O0wer of -
B«3« o8 2Tihe Two OuRe Reinforcemsnta srrived to-day. . |
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1
i i S I S
27-9- Operations as cutlined in scpendlx Ho.27 were carried out to-day, snd Cap abtached o above e
| 2lpml. APPendiy mhowa the bhettalfon Jusping off poailticn and objective. Zero hour was 5.20 geme |- 7
F | | and the barrege wan heavy. PEnasy retaliption was Falrly atreng and his Hgahina gung apotive- |
|_ _O%yusi_tion_wan enp ountered in the viginlty of LOCK Noed= pod th b txencheg In thig ,
@
I jl

H initywbeing strongly held. Our objectlive was reached ghoul G.20 geis aml the GQth
. ggttglion went throagh t0 thelr 0blectives B.H.q. wos esteblished on bgtteglion chiective st
i «0.5.80,30 gt 11 a.m. The CG.0. waa oalled t0 Brigade twice Auring the sfterncin snd evening
___ | =nd m hig return Parther Sperations were digcussed and outlined to O.CsCompgbles’= 4t 10.30
: | Fefie verbal insptruations for ocperstion cutlined In APrendix Ho.28 &0 Dap atfachaeld were /,Z.o,.e 25
i Eilvena by the CeQs gnd everybhing zot in resdiness {or g Start esrly in the mornings
o reﬁfoma:mnta ﬂrrfve:! a1 the battgliﬂn beae tn-ﬂ.gy. - |
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5 ?'-:I‘Epax‘%ﬁs gﬁqﬁﬁﬁeﬁiﬁ:zﬁﬁ%eaﬁgﬁm‘; point{Road right of BeHaQ) 3 men, ‘3“ ompany, [0
ut.7.00.pm,. Platoona to movs &t 200 yards Int BW?I.:.,—,P'SE.E?.;E"& :!_g__m, 1. BiEels wiil be gb H15.8.600d5. , s
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The Operation Order issued some days in advance of the 46™ Battalion reaching their assembly position
before the advance on 28 September 1918.
SHEE? Ho.1. 24-9-1918. SNEST ¥ooz.
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- BeWeInstruations ¥o,ls

1s
i

2e

Be

G

B.

[ 1Y

Te

B,

ris f@ 7
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ﬁ_// /.fc/ etele

10th.Conadian Infantry Brigeds will atteok and saptuore
objeotivo marked REDpon the meps isoued.
46th,Battalion will attaak oayiure and condolildate
ite oblective, [SUNEEN ROAD,Bu0.8.704856 to E,9,d,285.45)
Theo lat.Canadial [Ty 3o Igade Will operate on LhHe
left end the 44th.Battelicn om the right simultansonsly.

The attack will e pressed home bo the objeotive,

BOUNDARIES,
as Boltalion Jounderiea a3 = rked on the maps issueds
be Inter-Oompany bounia: will be the rosd oross
OANAL at B.5.b.26.55 Enence to SeBene80-20 on Bt
obJzotive,.

the
alion

ORDIR OF BATTIE."A"Coy.Right fromd Ooy.[Cept Wertin)
— _ "B!0oy.Lsft front Ooy. (Lt.0liva)
1e"Coy.Right Support Coy.[Capt Barter)
IDTCoy.Left support Coy. (Lt.Gray)
BrxQompaniss will atteak on a two Platoon frontage each Coy in
two matess Battalion to be on four waves with the first weve 4n
oxtendsd order, sBcond wave in line of sestioms in £ile,third
and fourth %aves in lines of sgotioms dn file. Distance
between waves 100 yardse Second,bhird and fourth waves will

extend ap roguired If meohine gun fire 12 enoountered in tha
advance.

ASSEMBLY. g, Aissendly will be mades with the weves as 4n +the
above order,distance botween waves will be 20 3&.
Thé oxaot aseombly positions will be motified
later s8 post lins 15 determinsd.
ba Speciaml rpregoutilons will be tsken sgainst any
part of the equipment reflecting moonlight snd
dieglosing the assenblye

TASK.A.Firat wave will sdvancs direct to the objoctive md

establish posts in fyomt of 1%, - M

BsSeoond wave will be In immodiste wupport to the first wave
and advence to anl consolidate in vicinity of SIRKEY ROAD
foming a supmert lins for the posts in fromb,

0.Third wave will deal in first plece with o poaitdon
if any in CANAL DU FORD then move forpard io aumport of
prescecding waves mnd be ectablished In ared E.9.m.& 0o

P Fourth wave will mop ¥p ares WEIT of CANAL DU NHORD
CANAL DU HORD and move cn to Bupport the preoceeding waves
and gonsolidste support positlons in OANAT DU HOED IINE,

411 waves will render mutual suprort when m#& where
NB0EE SATF s

ZANES ,Four Mark 1v Tenks will operste with the Battglion from

the "Jumping of2" yposition tut will be Tegarisd ait
auxiliaxy,

SAE SIGHATI, teRed & Creen —--———Oome on.
Red & Y8llow w—w———wPBroken down.

. Rod, Mhite & Blusm—=eim ooming home.
BOUTES4040e Aed B.Coye will dctail two men to find
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to orossgmen te report direct to Tanka with
e, 1n!omntie§:

thare,

[ 1A inra‘t‘zmtions Ho.l.

9¢ Aftor the objeative haa been galpod the

10 . REORGENIZATION. The 46%h.Battoelion

11+B4%R4AGE,

1z

17,00 ICATION, O.C.Communiostion Sectdon will are.

+ERISONZRS will only be sent & baok under

50th Battaldon w111
laap~freg the 46th.Battalion immedistely following behind the
barrtge, The 11ih,snd 12th.Briggdes will past tThrough the 10th.
Brigede ond oress on to the GRE.T snd BL oblectivess

wvill re-orgenize drmedistely
the 50th.Batltalion has pessed through,

The sdvanes will taks place wmder a rolling shrspnel
&L TORO o
TOT BARLR,
¢ %0 0 nlus 5 mins.200 yro EAsT of "hmping off" .poeition.
0 plua B to O plus 12 mins,to and over CANSL DU JBRD in 1ifta
al rete of 100 y@s in 7 mina,
O plua 12 0 O plus 28 in 11fts of 100 7is in 4 mimtoy.
O plus 28 to O plus 3% snd onwerds in 1ifts ot rate of 100
Fds in B minutes.
Standing varrages from zero on CANAL DU HORD liffing on
8¢loctad targets as sdvance Progresces,.
HACHTN: GUNS, W41l co-operate in herragas

tharge of waking
- wounded men c# runners on duty oni will ba direceted via

B.Helle 80 that indetifioetion may be Sorwsrded to Srigaae.

sgge for vismal
and telorhone cormundeation threughout the oparation.

14.SY'ECHR'EH'I_.-IATION of tims, 0,0,Commmioation Section will ba

responsible that 511 Units

have time synchronized before the
operatlon.

15aZ3UIPYENT, The usuel bottle equipment H.ncluriing one Sunzre waber

16, AUPPLIES, A supply dump of water

17.

18.1IGET SIGUALS, 46
19, GROWID FL&;—J?. Will be lighkted b
whan ed for bt congact p

£0eRadsPy will be loonted
2ILEELT i1 be oo BoAS

tottle ver man) with nadiiiond wirscutfors of 50" per Coy,
96 lo.26 grenades por OoF ond 1 Wo.2% Grepnds »er men will
Le carried, BSixtecn L.i.R.rans per gun will be oorrisds
Battal:on LeisR.Officer will ba retponsible fox the further
upply of gk B megaczines per gun,

sameunition ete will be ogtmblished
tear B.H,Qw Nine tump-linesrs per Coy will sesemble ob B,H.d.
and will work undsr the dircetion of Battalion Worlks Cf2z who
will aot es Bettelien Suynly Ofiz,

STOKE] GUNS, Two Stokes Ewns will be wth B.H.3. end will move
T witn 1t

with 1%. If required dwring the advpnce recursts w111 be sent
to B,H,G..4 3toles Gun Offfsor will be prasnend te teke on

targets.during the initial stages of the tercuge, Jtokea Gun
grminition will ba supplieq by the Cffiser 1o of the Stokes

un whe will snswre thot ¢ sufffofent crount is avnileble,
Carrying Esr't-.i.es: fox Stokes smmunition vill bo Aeteiled from
the Pump-Iingrs by the Batin.Svrply 0ffr.

issued separately down to Elatoon Cmdrs.

the most cdvanoed troops o
anes. Thie fe parthu:.af-‘.ly ¥

a
:tm'garg&nt for the rir:E

WETO.

a% L.7,0,12. 60 [or GABSZURG FOST.)
8480446 end Battn report centre after

obleative hee been r mched will b +0e0e104 864
22.40KNONTEDRE, oD ThAched w , e ot 042086
e [
Ee A

Lieut.& L.AdJutant,
465k, Zattulion Sselntokewsn Rogiment.

Distritution sse over,

The Operation Order issued on 24 September giving more detail of the advance on 28 September 1918.
[Diary extracts and Barrage Map ‘A’ are from: https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-

heritage/first-world-war/Pages/war-diaries.aspx
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10TH CANADIAR INFANPRY BRIGADE - OKDER JO. 160.
: =0=0=0=0=0= e

Eeferonee .- {Barrags Map "A", 1/20,000. . %
© (Sm113y sheet, 1/20,000. ﬂf/&nlﬁ{,ﬂx A

' Brigade end Battalion poundaries and objsctive ias

(Haﬁ_ .or Barrage Plan.
A t as
{4) Fiface IO+ 2 of the attatk, as o om0 i Ueh cdn.piv.
B.W.Instructions No.2, will be resumed on"Sept. 28th, 1918,
Zero Hour will be 5:00 @.m. Wb -

11-Attack in conjunction

+ (b} 1gth Canadian Infintiy Ard
Tth Cdn. Inf. Bde.

with 2nd Cdn. Inf. Bde, ©on the Isft
on the rignt, -~ -+ ¢ T
Tasisof 10th Ganadish Lafant ey B6 gags’ - 7
{a) The tepture of RAILLENSOURD ma_:'sAlLf,y.
(b} - The r61iing up of the KARCOTHG 'ﬂ:_I_:iW r;ém SATILY north-
N . i L3 .

eastwards, - - (.
“(e} The capture of ths village of SAMGOUET and BLECOUR®,
{4}, To exploit ¢astwards, to-inolude OUHMILIRS and PAUTIGHY.

Assembly area, jumping-offiina; Batfltvh lzap-frog 1ins,
shewn on map

alrendy lssued o Battalions. . AL

The Brigadé will attack as follpwsi- . ~ '

47th Cdn. ‘Inl's Bn. on the right| S0th-Can. Inf: Bni on
the left, followed by. 44th mnd 46th-Cdn. Inf. Bna.;
. rospectively, . ' . . SR fo X
Tha 10th ¢dn. Inf', irigade %11l advance through the 12th
C¢dn. Iaf, Brigade, who are already holding the BLUE LINE, and a
portion of the 1st 'Cdn. Inf. Brigade 'on Yeft, '~

« Artillery. g

. The attack will be made under an art1llery harrage, as
per Hayter Barrage Plan, the firat rest belng for 10 minutes, sub-
sequont 1ifts being al rate of 100 yards 1A ¢ minutes. ' f

Hechine Gurs, '~ 7 ° B . . ‘ :
- Battery, No.l Co¥. 4th. Bn., C.H.0.C., will ho atiached

" to each Battalon for'the atidek, and w111 be speelally smployed to

©, defend the lanks.

I

k; i

.2 Babteries will be in Brigade Reserve, under £.0.0. 10th
Cdn . Infw E¥fgdde, and will-he pimilanly. employede. . . et g
.Batteries to report to Battallions and Brigade as alrendy
Instructed. ., -~ Ve .

LA R . - W (]
_ -, lst GdnInf, Aripade 1 peported te hold HAYNESOUKT, and
TREFED Read 1n Xi& and 1l. ) ’

Brigdde” Hars. la. §outh“slde QUARRY WOCD In E.Q.b.will olose

at_ 9 a.m,. : Brigadg. qra.. - Junation road and bollvay at '
LRk T DA s 5:30: aam., to which paports vl bou sont,

\ A % v Mudnr,
ipads Mejor, |

Iamuod ab 10 pm, ;
21 1otk Canadian Infantry-Jrigade.

iy’

101 open otk
::e:'s'.r.tlcz":r‘ﬁlms}%‘ o, s ) Aj}ﬁ?ﬂﬂd? |
i M e

The Orders for the 10t Canadian Infantry
Brigade of 27 September 1918 note that
the intention was to advance to, and
take, the settlements of Raillencourt-
Sainte-Olle, Sailly-lez-Cambrai, Sancourt
and Blécourt and to then attempt to
move further north-eastwards to
Cuvillers, Hayncourt and Bantigny.

Legend
@ German Trenches
sssse RedLine - 1st Objective
= mmmw  Green Line - 2nd Objective

mmmmue BlueLine - 3rd Objective
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The sketch map indicates the position of the 46t Battalion
(encircled in purple in the SW sector) in relation to the
Canal du Nord (shown as the N-S blue line). The troops
were towards the southern sector of the zone controlled by
the Canadian Infantry — only the 44 Battalion was further
south - and at the southern end of the section of canal
which was dry. Lock (ecluse) N° 4 held back the water
which filled the canal south of this section.
http://www.webmatters.net/txtpat/index.php?id=656]

[Source:

Aerial view of the village of Inchy-en-Artois, on 3 September 1918.
Raymond Lawton died east of this village on 27 September. [Source:

ject/macrepo%3A5135

Canadian troops constructing a
bridge across Canal du Nord,
September 1918

http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/ob
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The War Diary entry for the action on 28 September, when Raymond Lawton died, and
the following two days gives some further details:

| Kemarka and
references to

Appendices

Date E Hour Sutnary of Events and Information

lpme The Battalion comunenced if® march to gapembly Position as marked on pppendix Ho.28 and was in |
fg:gfl m* Pogitionawhon the barrage orensd at 6 ae.me The advance went well until the ARRAR-UAMBRAI

{ 10 hed and advance Eagt Of this was made under heavy mpohine gun fire £rod

x | RAILLENCOURT on our right end the DOUAI~CALBRAI road and LURCOING line in front. Phig fire
! ' ‘.onnt:._uugd all day end our oasualtiecs wera very heavy gnd the lenst movement was fired omama
T | | the enemy was in suoh a POpition that many of our men were hit when lying on the fromq.
Our Den Passed through 50th Battelion objeotive between 8 and B+30 g.m. —The poaition for 3
the next two hours was obacure, but about 11 g.m. Informgtion and rsctangisgnce showed that
- — | I oar oen were eutirely eld up and ogonpied position running through.Xel7vbe-and-de- and-were— g
¥ ] holding the MARCOING line slong with elememts of 50th Battslion. ¥No touch had been establighed

A with gAth or 47th Battaliong on the right but our right. flank was proteoted. n-the ————— _
aiternoon 1t was repoOrted that enemy was geen in mumbers ®ast of DOUAI-CAMBRAT road, about
5 Pems gnx operation was arranged o engble ua %0 establish our line on_the DOUAI=CALBRAT - —

T | [ *eads " From 6430 pams to 7.l5 DeB. thig road waa bombarded by ell the artnlerg at our
= Dvision's disposal- At 7.15 p.us our B and D Qompanies sdvanced and established themselwes. |
S along—the yUsd Lrom Xell.de55+45 £0 X+I8+5:60e35s 4 and C. Ooupguies on the right 413 not |

g0 Oover at this time Owing to what seemed to be g countexr attaok on our right againgt tha | .
[ i e 44th-Bgttplion,; hoyaver -cur men wers T11t6¥ed THrough by 11 Pem. oonneotion made wlth B snd
i DeComDanles gt X.1Bea-60e35 and rogd hely south to 821340040405 where lpter touch wag . '
== -——  establighed with-44th-Battalion. Many eneny were heard and Seen during the night but our
, l | Positiong were not gitgoked. — N e fufaieh 2 l__ i

|29-94 111:1:.. At 5 asme wire Operation Order No.l. appendiz No.2 was gent out and our line withdrawn aa e ’47"2' S
18 | ! ordered, barrage for leth-Brigade-comlenced at 8 asm. The lgth Brigade units Pagaed 7 AN

i through ug ghortly aftersardse At 10.30 aem. Battalion codlenged Vo migreh out to Fe29.a ana

—be in accordance with Brigade-wire L.28 apPendiz 0«30, and gl wunits were settlad by 4 peme 4177 ao

{ The battalion is now a Part 0of Brignde in Divisional reserve |

l Lt or e

35-51 :L’!.mﬁ. AfPendix 31 13 C.0"s report On Operations of the 27th to the 29the The men 07 the battal ion ig/ 74
8. | B8 TReg -$0=day.- - ReOrganization and-re-equirping ig being proceeded irith. The bgttalion 7

I =Y | Trangport lines gre now in the vicinity of E.9.be apveniix 5% 13 detail of 0ffiocer casuslties|s. 22

A AL in operations 27th to 29th and-mutgr 02 Other—rank—omgugltieze - — b = W .
i |
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Arny Form C. ey |

WAR DIARY
L"'n';-::’:.'x;‘i"ﬁ INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY.
e (Erase heading not vequired) ORI GCNF L i
During the action the 46" Battalion __The wbrureth or the Settalion sn at tho W% septesber i an followsi- |
. . e Slifﬂ.csrs. 683 ?Ih?r Bankse o SR Pl SR e |
Canadian Infantry had 5 Officers and 50 whigh tnoludes 11 Offisers et 136 Oftor Saoky detwcied.

Actually with the battalion, 20 Officers and 547 Other Renks.

Other RankS kI||€d —_onmluu aurmg}i.v nonth ere a8 £dllowa:-
X{lled, wounded. Migaing.
TTT T oL O.R. Off. OuRe Off. 0.R.
An annotated version of part of the War = "% =m T 7EE

Dled Of younda. gounded . |/ B
Sl 0n Dt E:_mn___...ﬁf_ .
0ff. O«Re Offe OeRe

R | 26 7 SR VR i TR

Diary map is shown below. -

= =l Majory
#/0fficer Oommnding, 46th Canadian Battalion. ) |

|
TRENCHES CORRECTED T 22-9-18.

¥ o
FE

0 e EVRS L
':'} k@%‘-"’"“_?ﬁra\é zﬁﬁﬁg} oam o

|

Key to coloured features and positions (from west (left) to east (right)

Assembly area for the 46" Battalion before the conflict on 28 September 1918
+**a, W Northern and southern boundaries of the Canadian Corps.
Sunken road — the first objective for the 46" Battalion
‘\—‘z"\/'\* The red, green and blue objectives for the Canadian Battalions
Northern and southern boundaries for the troops of the 46t (and 50t") Bns.
Projected final objective of the 46 Battalion
= = = = = Main road from Cambrai (SE of map) and Arras (off the map to the west)
The parallel grey lines in the west are ranging lines for Allied artillery & machine guns

Settlements

B Bourlon

I Inchy-en-Artois

R Raillencourt

H Haynecourt

S Sailly-lez-Cambrai
SM Sains-les-Marquion
M Marquion

The Canal du Nord is
represented by the N-S
blue line to the west.
Locks 3 (north) and 4
on the canal, shown by
the salmon-coloured
chevrons, define the
dry section of the canal
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1 mile

the north-central sector of this military map and Moeuvres is to the south.

Canal du Nord
The German positions (in blue) to the east of the Canal du Nord on 21 September 1918. Inchy-en-Artois is in

[Source:

http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/print.cfm#zoom=15&Iat=50.1724&lon=3.0554&layers=101465167&b=8]

s Folloit. npdeletin s R0 I v
IE Lo < febdinsi (&I T 37

It appears probable that e ) o - ) 7
Raymond Frederick R I

1ovd=l - e arid = L eceipt)
Lawton died about 2 | Nos. )
months after h|s 34th No.| Honour or Award Date Authority Details
birthday. 1. | MIDIZARY 11.9,08. Corp Order

& . [l.2.19 1.6.31173,

Campaign, Gallantry & Long Service Medals & Awards Roll —the
register entry for Raymond Frederick Lawton is undated as the award

was given posthumously

- Avarded " The Militory Meda 1 'T‘A”“ 2 ;'
Surname__ L AWTON J : ;_E
‘Chnstu.n Name i ., ic. 53
"Bo:nk s 5 ; i'sg

R G, Sa R 1
Bogmenml‘i ber_ - S A gfg%
3 TS 4
tDateof[uuttA s : Ao igf_;
- - :g:._
Schedula W e 1
Roglsbcred Pape“ ‘_N Number lQJ‘;S_ :fl'
.’ B, Gcn No ns.w(\laxtDJ' \\,numnm mmqagmm\\ W, 8‘(4-. 'Z'bt’ {{

Raymond Lawton’s War Grave at
Queant Communal Cemetery British
Extension, France [Photo: CWGC(]

The War Memorial at Broadview,
Saskatchewan, which commemorates
Corporal Raymond Lawton
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