
Page | 749 
 

56: Raymond Frederick Lawton MM 

 

Raymond Frederick Lawton (CWGC has his middle initial recorded incorrectly) was born 
in Parkgate, the second child and second son of ship’s carpenter Alfred and Mary 
Lawton of Parkgate and the younger brother of Alfred Lawton (see entry 55: Alfred 
Lawton). Raymond was born on 11 June 1884 and baptised at Neston Parish Church on 
13 July 1884. His name was, perhaps by accident, the only one not included on the 
Neston Memorial Service. 
 

Mary Alethea Jones married Alfred Lawton in Neston Parish Church on 23 March 1879, 
Alfred gave his occupation as ship’s carpenter and his address as ‘the Collieries’ and it 
was recorded that he was of ‘full age’. His father, William Lawton, was also a carpenter. 
Mary (also of ‘full age’) recorded that her father, Thomas Jones, was a saddler. 
In the 1891 census the family (Alfred Lawton snr was not with the family and has not 
been found elsewhere in the 1891 census) was living with his grandfather, Thomas 
Jones, in Parkgate: 

1891 census (extract) – Parkgate 
 

 Thomas Jones   72  retired saddler          born Neston 
 Mary A. Lawton  36  daughter           born Neston 
 Lucy Paulington  24  boarder, knitting machinist         born Hodnet,  

            Shropshire 
 William Jones   26  son, pawnbroker’s assistant         born Neston 
 Sarah Jones   12  grandchild           born Neston 
 Alfred Lawton       8  grandchild           born Neston 
 Raymond Lawton      6  grandchild           born Neston 
 Arthur Lawton       3  grandchild           born Neston 
 Mary A. Lawton    1  grandchild           born Neston 

  

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: Raymond P Lawton   

Rank: Private  

Battalion / Regiment: 46th Bn. Canadian Infantry   

Service Number:    1009413 Date of Death:  27 September 1918  Age at Death: 35  

Buried / Commemorated at:  Queant Communal Cemetery British Extension, Queant, Departement du 
Pas-de-Calais, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 

Additional information given by CWGC: Son of Alfred Lawton; husband of the late Jennie Parker, of 
Broadview, Saskatchewan 
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The 1901 census records that Raymond was apprenticed to a blacksmith and the family 
was in their own home in Parkgate. However, for reasons now unknown, the family 
emigrated to Canada in March 1904 (arriving at Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 28 March) to 
settle in Broadview, Saskatchewan [For details of this emigration and settlement in 
Canada around this date, see entry 55: Alfred Lawton]. Although Raymond lived as a 
farmer and blacksmith south of Broadview, 95 miles east of Regina, he has not been 
located anywhere in any Canadian census and he was not living with his parents in 
Broadview at the time of the June 1916 census. This may not be surprising as he 
enlisted at Broadview late in 1915 by which date he had married (Jennie Parker), had a 
daughter (named Mary Alethea Lawton after his mother) and been widowed.  
 

Unfortunately, no original data has been found for either Raymond’s marriage or the 
birth of his daughter and death of his wife. 
 

Raymond enlisted at Broadview for the 217th Overseas Battalion of the Canadian 
Overseas Expeditionary Force on 15 November 1915 when he gave his age as 27 and 
his date of birth as 11 June 1886 - this was either an error by the attestation officer or a 
fabrication by Raymond. He was recorded as being 5ft 4½ins tall, of fair complexion, 
blue eyes, brown hair and having a 37-inch expanded chest. 
 

Raymond was killed, dying of wounds he received, on the first day of The Battle of 
Canal du Nord, the Bourlon Wood Operation. It is unstated as to whether he died in the 
field or at a Field Ambulance or Casualty Clearing Station. 

Interestingly, Raymond died on the same date 
and in the same conflict as 30: Edwin Evans DCM 
although Edwin was serving with the 13th 
Battalion of the Canadian Infantry. 

Crossing the dry section of the Canal du Nord 
http://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/history/battles
-and-fighting/land-battles/arras-and-canal-du-nord-1918/ 

 

1901 census (extract) – Parkgate 
 

 Alfred Lawton  47  ship’s carpenter        born Neston 
 Mary A.  46            born Neston 
 Alfred   18  apprentice to electrician       born Parkgate   

Raymond  16  apprentice to blacksmith       born Parkgate  
 Arthur   13            born Parkgate 
 Mary   11            born Parkgate 
 Albert      4            born Parkgate 
 

Alfred died in France on 4 August 1915 – see entry 55: Alfred Lawton 
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The Battle of Canal du Nord was part of a general Allied 
offensive against German positions on the Western Front 
during The Hundred Days Offensive of World War I. 
The battle took place in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais region of 
France, along an incomplete portion of the Canal du 
Nord and on the outskirts of Cambrai between 27 
September and 1 October 1918. To avoid the risk of 
having extensive German reserves massed against a 
single Allied attack, the assault along the Canal du Nord 
was undertaken as part of a number of closely sequenced 
Allied attacks at separate points along the Western 
Front. It began one day after the Meuse-Argonne 
Offensive, one day before an offensive in the Flanders 
region of Belgium and two days before the Battle of St. 
Quentin Canal. [Wikipedia] 
 

In the last week of September 1918 four separate major 
Allied offensives were launched on the Western Front 
with the aim of finishing the war before the winter. In the 
second of these attacks the British First and Third Armies 
were to drive across the northern extension of the 
Hindenburg Line, towards Cambrai.  
The operation was a logical consequence of the 
Canadian success at Drocourt-Quéant and once again 

the Canadian Corps was given a principal role in the renewed offensive. The task of crossing the 
formidable obstacle of the Canal du Nord required the most careful planning and precisely organised 
artillery and engineer support underpinned the success of the attack. 
 

At 5.20am, on Friday 27 September, following a night of heavy rain, assault troops of the 
Canadian 4th and 1st Divisions left their cramped assembly positions and attacked on a narrow 
front (centred on Sains-lez-Marquion) behind a devastating creeping barrage; Third Army’s 
infantry, immediately to the right (south) advanced simultaneously. With dense clouds of 
smoke blowing towards the enemy lines the leading Canadian assault troops, assisted by tanks, 
quickly crossed the canal; Royal Engineers immediately began bridging operations to speed 
troops, guns and supplies over the captured barrier for the next forward moves; the Marquion 
Line was passed later that morning and following much fierce fighting, the high ground of 
Bourlon Wood was in Canadian hands by nightfall; good progress was also made by Third 
Army. Attacks were renewed next day; though Canadian progress slowed, Third Army forces 
captured Noyelles, Marcoing, and Gouzeaucourt, and seriously threatened Cambrai. 
In two days an advance of six miles was made on a twelve mile front; 10,000 enemy prisoners 
and 200 guns were taken. This spectacular success represented a vital preliminary to Fourth 
Army’s attack on the Hindenburg Line scheduled for 29 September.  

        [CWGC Western Front 1918 : Advance to Victory  http://www.cwgc.org/victory1918/] 
 

"When the attack was launched, the Brigade was already tired after holding the line for several days… 
harassed by enemy fire, gas, and aeroplane bombing. Notwithstanding these difficulties, the spirit of 
all ranks ensured success. But for this spirit, the success which ultimately attended our efforts would 
have been impossible." 
[Major J.A.G. White, M.-G. A/Brigade-Major, October 1918, Headquarters, 6th Canadian Infantry 
Brigade. RG 9, series III-D-3, vol. 4891, folio 1709] 
 

http://www.cwgc.org/victory1918/
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The battle towards Cambrai dealt a mortal blow to a weakened, but resistant, enemy in the course of 
the last 100 days of the Great War. The operation began on September 27, 1918, with a hair-raising 
rush across a dangerously narrow canal passage. It continued with harrowing counterattacks coming 
from enemy troops concealed in woods, firing from bridgeheads, and lurking around the corners of 
myriad small village roads. It ended in triumph on October 11, when the Canadians, exhausted after 
days of unremitting fighting, finally drove the Germans out of their most important remaining 
distribution centre, Cambrai. Historians see this triumph as the highly professional execution of a 
daring and inventive strategy. For many of the soldiers, however, success was the result of a great 
esprit de corps, of great spirit.        
 

5:20 a.m. (zero hour) on September 27. An artillery barrage explodes over enemy positions and the 1st 
Division begins to move swiftly. Crossing the dry bed of the Canal-du-Nord with success as dawn 
breaks, the Canadians rapidly secure the Green Line. Passing through their ranks, the 4th Division gains 
entry into the southern part of Bourlon Village around 9:45 a.m., but not without heavy casualties. By 
2:00 p.m., they pass the Blue Line and attain the objective of capturing Bourlon Wood (Blue Line). 
Pushing on, by the end of the afternoon, while the 15th Infantry Brigade stands firm at the Blue Line, 
brigades from the 1st and 4th Canadian Division, plus the British 11th Division, clear the enemy's 
Marcoing trench system. Victory is assured by 8:00 p.m. as the last pocket of enemy resistance is 
overcome. 
                            [Library and Archives Canada    www.collectionscanada.gc.ca] 
 

Raymond fought with the 46th Battalion (South Saskatchewan) Canadian Infantry, a unit 
which was authorised on 7 November 1914 and embarked for Britain on 23 October 
1915. On 11 August 1916 it disembarked in France, where it fought with the 10th 
Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Division in France and Flanders until the end of the war. 
 

Although CWAG reports Raymond’s age as 35, he was probably 34. He was also 
awarded the Military Medal posthumously on 11 February 1919 although no details of 
the action for which this was awarded are known. 
 

The War Diaries of the 46th Battalion Canadian Infantry for the time before and at the 
time of Raymond’s death make interesting reading: 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
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The Operation Order issued some days in advance of the 46th Battalion reaching their assembly position 
before the advance on 28 September 1918. 

The Operation Order issued on 24 September giving more detail of the advance on 28 September 1918. 
[Diary extracts and Barrage Map ‘A’ are from: https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-
heritage/first-world-war/Pages/war-diaries.aspx 
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The sketch map indicates the position of the 46th Battalion 
(encircled in purple in the SW sector) in relation to the 
Canal du Nord (shown as the N-S blue line). The troops 
were towards the southern sector of the zone controlled by 
the Canadian Infantry – only the 44th Battalion was further 
south - and at the southern end of the section of canal 
which was dry. Lock (ecluse) No. 4 held back the water 
which filled the canal south of this section.      [Source: 
http://www.webmatters.net/txtpat/index.php?id=656] 

Canadian troops constructing a 
bridge across Canal du Nord, 
September 1918 
[https://www.collectionscanada.
gc.ca/] 

Aerial view of the village of Inchy-en-Artois, on 3 September 1918. 
Raymond Lawton died east of this village on 27 September. [Source: 
http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A5135
] 

The Orders for the 10th Canadian Infantry 
Brigade of 27 September 1918 note that 
the intention was to advance to, and 
take, the settlements of Raillencourt-
Sainte-Olle, Sailly-lez-Cambrai, Sancourt 
and Blécourt and to then attempt to 
move further north-eastwards to 
Cuvillers, Hayncourt and Bantigny. 
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The War Diary entry for the action on 28 September, when Raymond Lawton died, and 
the following two days gives some further details: 
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During the action the 46th Battalion 
Canadian Infantry had 5 Officers and 50 
Other Ranks killed.  
 

An annotated version of part of the War 
Diary map is shown below. 

Bourlon  
Wood 

Cambrai 

Key to coloured features and positions (from west (left) to east (right) 
 

     Assembly area for the 46th Battalion before the conflict on 28 September 1918 
       Northern and southern boundaries of the Canadian Corps. 
 Sunken road – the first objective for the 46th Battalion 
         The red, green and blue objectives for the Canadian Battalions 
      Northern and southern boundaries for the troops of the 46th (and 50th) Bns.  
     Projected final objective of the 46th Battalion 
     Main road from Cambrai (SE of map) and Arras (off the map to the west) 
The parallel grey lines in the west are ranging lines for Allied artillery & machine guns 
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Settlements 
B     Bourlon 
I       Inchy-en-Artois 
R     Raillencourt 
H     Haynecourt 
S      Sailly-lez-Cambrai 
SM  Sains-les-Marquion 
M    Marquion 
  
The Canal du Nord is 
represented by the N-S 
blue line to the west. 
Locks 3 (north) and 4 
on the canal, shown by 
the salmon-coloured 
chevrons, define the 
dry section of the canal 

             1 Km 
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The War Memorial at Broadview, 
Saskatchewan, which commemorates 
Corporal Raymond Lawton 

Raymond Lawton’s War Grave at 
Queant Communal Cemetery British 
Extension, France         [Photo: CWGC] 

 

             

  1 mile               Canal du Nord 

The German positions (in blue) to the east of the Canal du Nord on 21 September 1918. Inchy-en-Artois is in 
the north-central sector of this military map and Moeuvres is to the south.   [Source: 
http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/print.cfm#zoom=15&lat=50.1724&lon=3.0554&layers=101465167&b=8] 

It appears probable that 
Raymond Frederick 
Lawton died about 2 
months after his 34th 
birthday. 

Campaign, Gallantry & Long Service Medals & Awards Roll – the 
register entry for Raymond Frederick Lawton is undated as the award 
was given posthumously 
 

 


