53: William Taylor Kerns MM

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: W. T. Kerns

Rank: Quarter Master Sergeant MM Shown in CWGC as being Company Sergeant Major
Battalion / Regiment: 2nd Bn. Lancashire Fusiliers

Service Number: 1975 Date of Death: 04 November 1916 Age at Death: 27

Buried / Commemorated at: Vismes-au-Val Communal Cemetery, Departement de la Somme, France

Additional information given by CWGC: The son of Edward and Mary Jane Kerns of Neston

William Taylor Kerns’ father, Edward (often recorded as Edwin) Kerns, was the
Secretary of the Neston Female Friendly Society between 1883 and 1908. Edward
married Mary Jane Taylor at Our Lady & St Nicholas & St Anne (‘The Sailors’ Church’),
the Anglican Parish Church of Liverpool, in early 1877 and their first child, Mary Jane
(recorded as ‘Little Pollie’ on the family gravestone when she died, aged 6, on 22 March
1883) was born shortly afterwards in Liverpool.

In the 1881 census, recorded as Edwin (aged 26, born Frodsham), he and his wife Mary
Jane (26, born Oldham) and their daughter (Nelly Gertrude, 1, born Liverpool) were
living at the School House on Liverpool Road; Edwin gave his occupation as parish clerk.
Edward / Edwin’s father, James Kerns, had been born in Lime House in Middlesex and
in 1861, aged 44, James was a police constable in Neston - Edwin was then 6 and he
had a younger brother, Alfred, who was aged 4 and had been born in Tarporley. Alfred
eventually followed his father into the police force and, in early March 1900, he was
killed at Haslington, near Crewe (see the postscript at the end of this account).

William Taylor Kerns was baptised at Neston on 5 April 1889 and his father, recorded as
Edward, was then an insurance agent. William’s middle name (Taylor) was his mother’s
maiden name. Edward was also recorded as an insurance agent at the baptism of
Edward Clarence Kerns in April 1892 (he died, aged 12, in early 1904).

In the 1891 census the family was recorded as living on Parkgate Road, Neston:

1891 census entry — Parkgate Road, Neston

Edward Kerns 36 insurance agent & banker born Frodsham
Mary J. 36 born Oldham
Mary Taylor 77 mother in law, widow born Oldham
Nelly G. Kerns 11 born Liverpool
Harry 9 born Neston
Rose M. 8 born Neston
Marjorie R. 6 born Neston
Dorothy M. 5 born Neston
Alf 3 born Neston
William T. 2 born Neston

Two further children had been born by the time of the 1901 census but the family was

still on the town end of Parkgate Road:
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1901 census (extract) —

Parkgate Road, Neston (close to The Cross)

born Liverpool
born Neston
born Neston

Nellie Kerns 21 clerk

Harry 19 clerk

Rose 18 school teacher

Marjory 16 mother’s help

Dorothy 15 dressmaker’s apprentice
Alfred 14 telegraph messenger
William 12

Clarence 9

Muriel 7

born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

Neither parent (Edward and Mary Jane Kerns) was at home and neither can be found elsewhere in
the census. Eldest daughter, Nellie (21), assumed the role as ‘head’ and William, 12, is listed as the
7t child. Of the nine children shown here, three (Harry, Dorothy and Clarence) had died before 1911.

The Kerns’ were a well-known and influential family in Neston and they experienced
many tragedies. This account has been expanded to consider members of the family in
addition to William Taylor Kerns.

The baptismal and dates of death (as known) of the children of Edward and Mary Kerns

are:
Mary Jane

Nellie/Nelly Gertrude

Harry

Rose/Rosa Maud

Marjorie/Marjory Ruth
Dorothy May (Dollie)

born mid-1877
born late-1879

5 August 1881

2 February 1883

30 May 1884

19 February 1886

born in Liverpool and died and buried in Neston
(as Little Pollie) on 22 March 1883 aged 6

born in Liverpool and died on Wirral in mid-1956
aged 76

died in Neston 21 April 1906 aged 24. He died of
phthisis, pulmonary tuberculosis or a similar
progressive wasting disease [see report, below]
married John Davey of Heswall at Neston Parish
Church in 1913 and died in the Shrewsbury district
in late-1963 aged 80

died 6 January 1917 (aged about 32)

died 11 October 1903 aged 17 [see report, below]
named after Edward’s uncle, the police constable

Alf - 2 September 1887
who was killed in 1900. Alf died, probably
unmarried, in late 1968 aged 81

William Taylor - 5 April 1889 kia in France 4 November 1916 — the subject of
this account

Edward Clarence - 8 April 1892 died 17 February 1904 and buried 20 February,

Muriel

16 March 1894

aged 12 [17 Parkgate Road]
may have died, as Muriel Jones, in 1942, aged 48
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HESWALL.

Chester Courant & North Wales Advertiser — 28
January 1903

CHANGE AT THE CIHHURCIH SCHOOLS.—
Miss R. M. Kerns has becn appointed assistant

mistress under Mrs. Young at thz Heswall Church

Rosa Maud Kerns (born16 January 1883)

became well-known as a local schoolteacher
and, on 21 June 1913 she married electrician
John Davey of The Mount, Heswall, at Neston
Parish Church. John and Rosa were both aged

Schoo's.  Tho new assistant completed her ap-
prenticeship at Neston Nalional Infant School
over a year ago, 2nd during the interval has had
charge of Standard I at St. Peter’s, Birkenhead,
which position she is resigning in favour of the
prosent appointment. She 13 succeeding Miss
E lis, who 15 taking an appointment near her own
home at Birkenhead.

30 and Nellie Kerns was a witness. Rosa’s residence was given as High Street, Neston;

she was probably still living with her parents.

In the 1939 Register, living at 3 Sandymount Drive, Bebington, John (born 22 June
1882) was recorded as Chief Inspector Post Office Engineers Department and Rosa was
described as ‘formerly school teacher’. Also in the household were unmarried children
Muriel (born 16 March 1915, shorthand typist, Corporation) and John E (born 5
February 1918, skilled workman Post Office Engineering Department,
telecommunications instrument adjuster). During WW2 Muriel helped within the Air
Raid Precautions (ARP) unit and, in late-1941, she married Henry Harris at St Andres’s

Church, Bebington.

Dorothy Kerns died in October 1903 aged 17 and Harry died 2% years later aged 24:

Edward Kerns, the Neston registrar of births,
deaths and muorviages, died on ‘:;unda'v morning,

favourite hymns. The funeral took place from the
residence adjoining the church gates, and the

Cheshire Observer — 17 October 1903 (extract)

DEATIL OF MR. HARRY KERNS.—We
regret to announce that the death took place at
High-strect, INeston, on Saturday night, of Mr.
[Harry Kerns, onc of the assistsni overseers of
the parish and deputy registrar of births, dcaths
and marriages for the Wirral district. Deceased,
who was in his 25th year, was the eldest son of
Mr. I8, Kerns, rvegistrar, and resided with his
parents at the address named. He was a native
of the town, having been born at the Neoston
school-house in Liverpool-road, and the whole
of his brief life was spent in the neighbourhood.
ITe was appointed depuly regislirar on atizining
thre age of 21, and his dutics in that capacity
brouglt him inic contact with a considerable
soction of the Wirral community. About 18
months ago the Urban Distriet Council ap-
pointed him assisicnt overseer of the Neston
and Leighton portion of the district. Ile was
a most conscientious and painstaking official,
and his consideration for others, coupled with
his quiet demeceanour and unfailing courtesy,
won him a host of friends. He had been in
indifferent health for some little #ime, but his
rocovery was hopefully loeskaed for until about
two months aco. when there weroe serious do-
velopments, which caused much anxiety, and,
desnite every meodical  eare and  whe  most
doveted nursing, he rapidiy sank until on Satur-
day evening his promising and all too brief life
closerd. The cause of death was phthisis. His
carly death: awakened a widespread feeling of
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Dorothy (“Dollie””) Xerns, daughter of Mr. floral ~ emblemns,  was
men, and immediately after came two sisters of

the deceased, each corrying a miniature sheaf
which of beautiful shite lilies. = Six girl comipauions, all

x 3 J - .
NEST{):‘_\ - i {Rev. Canon Turner} and the surpliced choir
DEATH OF MISS DOROTHY KERNS, —Aliss of boys. The ecasquet, surmounted by lovely

borne by four young

after an illness of several months’ duration, bearing wreaths and crosses of white lowers, came
Jyer Ay 2111 11T O Y1 3 Y Lrd < ! 2
:}é;ll:(gfb a.\;glil;l(:ln%)l:]iéf ?)%Il::ifi}?:;\d :E;q‘;‘lfg r?,]l%?n]é;. next, and after these followed the chief mourners
4 Jo 3 15 el £ it L 1 ulth wreaths, and the general mourners consist-
it ITLII; e }Ll"\[, v gl‘]ﬂ( Ta ayourite 1m the o ll’lg Of a fG\V lntlmate frlend“ Tlle ])I‘lef
town. The funeral took place on Wednesday, and journey to the church entrance was made amid a
the vicar and Mrs Turner, who had always taken a semtle fall of rain, and as the procession passed
warm mterest in the dr.u‘a.:scd kindly arranged a up tho nave the Rev. E. W, Bowell, who had zlso
simuple choral service which included several of her landly volunteerced his services at the organ,

played Handel's hymn “I know that my Redecmer
liveth.” The remains were laid at the chancel
cortege was et at the entrance by the Viear Oilt(]j-aci:ic‘]?l during the serviee, and the latter in-

= clude e

soul,” “‘I’eace, perfect peace,” and “‘On the resur-

r favourite hymns, “*Jesu, lover of my

gonuine sorrow, ahd his relatives have been!
inundated with the mesi kindly measages and
expreazions of eympathy. The interment took
place b the parizh church on Tuesday, and was
conducted by the vicar (fhe Rev. Canon Turner),
who had been unremitting in his  atteotions
during ihe iHness. The business places mn the
mszin thoroughfore were closed while the cortego
slowly wended its way down the High-street,
and the residents without excoeption displayed
the custorpary syn:bols of mowurning., ¥le had
been a member of the local Volunteer com-
pany, and six of the members, wearing tho

juniform of the 1st V.I3.(C.I., acted as bearers.
" The easquet, of old Inglish oak with birass

mountings, was surmounted with lovely floral
tributes, and numbers of aympathising speciators
thronged tho precincts of the church and lined
the path. The chief mourners were the father
of the deceased and two brothers, &, Kerns and
W, T, Kerns. Among others present were
Messrs, J. Woodward, T. Cotdrell and J. John-
son (Dstrict Co-unul), Mr. C. E. Senior (sur-
veyor), Mr. W, Tranter (collector), Messrs. T.
Molyneux (pecople’s warden), T. Davy (Rock
Ferrp), R. A. Webb ({Liverpool-road), R. A.
Wehb (High-street), John Birch, G. H. Millinan,
J. Gilhert, E. Chrimes, W. Norman, H. Nor-
man, H. P. Jones (Backwood), J. Carruthers, P.
T. Pranier, C. Hough (Parkgate-road), G. Jones
{(High-street), J. Pyke, etc. The Veolunteer bearers
were  Sergt -Instructor Jolley, Sergeants ¥, B.
Swift, T. Grifiths, . J(.;hcoc, me-c-orporal
Prosser and Private Cay.

Cheshire Observer — 28 April 1906




Edward Kerns died on 21 November 1908 and he was buried on 24 November, aged 54.
Until February 1883 he was, officially, recorded as being the parish clerk but from that
date he was described as being an insurance agent. However, he held a number of

important administrative positions within Neston.

DEATH OF MR. E KERNS
—_—
LO8SS TO NESTON.

We degyly regret to announce the terribly
Budden death of Mr. Edward Kerns, of Neston,
who passed away on Saturday at the early age
of 54. Dececased, who was well-known through-
out the Deeside, had not been in gocd health
of late, and had been away from heme recently
in order to recuperate. Fle was at work as
msual on Friday, but on Saturday he was ssized
with a paralytic stroke, to which he succumbed
In two hours. Deceased was a valued corro-
ypondent to thoe “Courant’” and “Observer’” for
Neston and district, 2nd contributed,  under
the nom-de.piume of “*Quill Pen,” the popular
“IDrveide Gleaninge.” Dwecensed also contri-
buted occasionally to *“‘Chamber’s Journal.”
He was assistant oversser for Neeton, and
rogistrar ol births, deaths and marriages. He
was manager of the National Telephone Com-
pany's exchango at Neston, sacretary of the
Neston Female I'riend! Society, formerly clerk
to the Neston I.ocal Board, and clerk to the
Parish Church. By everyone Mr. Kerns was
highly esieemed, and ke wili be preatly missed.
The preatest sympathy is felt for the widow
and family, who loved him so well

The Chester Courant & Advertiser for
North Wales — 25 November 1908

5 i

N
Edward Kerns, seated, when he was the Secretary of

the Neston Female Friendly Society. For many years he
was Neston’s Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths

DEATH OF MR. E. KERNS.
—_—
LOBS 1O NESTON.

We deeply regret to announce the terribly
sudden death of bMr. 1Sdward Kerns, of Neston,
who passed away on Baturday at the carly age
of 54. Decoeascd, who was well-known through-
out the Deecside, had net been in geood health
of late, but the cnd was guite unexpeeted, and
the sad news was a great shock to his nwmer-
ous frionds.  Ile had never recovere<d from the
gricf causod by the death of his cldest son two
vears ago. A short time age Mr, Kems had had
a stioke, amd {0 szvoeral woeceks ho sought com-
plete rest in the neighbouchood of the Logger-
hesds Last week hoe was as cheerful as usual,
and on Friday wnight he discussed with  his
family his pluns for his winter's literary worlc
I~ rose on Saturday moining appavontly well,
and enjoyed a short romp with two little chil-
dien and his dog, bat shortly aflerwards was
soized with a paralytic simoke, under which he
succumbed  two hows Jater. Mr. Kerns waos
bernn at Ireodshmn, but when o was very
vormng his famity removed to Noston, where
his fathor was sorgennt  ef roliee for many
voara, Iie was, theiefore, il but a native of
the wvillage, to which he becune decply  at-
tached. He Dold  many  appoinuaents of
& public chamcter, dischargiog his duties inall
with ciliciency. IFor mmany years theore was no
boetter konown or more respecited man in Nos-
ton. Of a lange-hearted disposition. he was the
guides, counscllor and friend of zll who wore
in distiess. He was ¢iten ihe first person to bo
approached by the poor in their troubles, and
ta all ko gave a helping hand, even at great
pesonal inconvesiencs and with the cxpendi-
ture of 1nuch valuable iime and money. In-
deed ho wees blaned sometimes for the way he
allowod his good nature to be imposed upon;
but he noever could find it in hizr hewt to re-
fuse to liisten to cven an undeserving suppli-
cant.  Decegsed possessed  rare Jiterary  gifts,
and thoe buricd 10mance and lore of old Neston
frequently incpired his pen. o was for neavly
thirty years the valued correspondont to the
"Courant” and “Oleeryer’” for Neston and Gis-
trict, and conlributed, wnder the nem-do-
plun:es first of “Qld Fogey’ and afterwards
“Qui'l T'en,” the  latter signature being al-
tached to  lLis  popular  “"Decside Glean-
ings="" Doccused also centiibulad e
casionally  to “Chambers's Journal” e
was assistant  overscer for  Neston, and
wogistrar of Dirths, marmiages and destkts Ho
was manager of the National Telepkone Com-
mny s oachonge ol Neelon, secrelary of the
Nomon Femitle Friendly Socizty, formerly clerk
to tiro Nealon Local Denrd, and clerk to the
Purish Church, and for 25 yeurs lowal agent
for the Prudentizl Insuranes Co., also fonnerly
inconk-tax olector. By cvervens DMr. Kemns

e highly estovmed, and he will be groatly
messed. Tho greatest sympathy is {oit for the
widow and family (fwo sons and four daughtors),
who loved M so well,

Cheshire Observer — 28 November 1908
(extract — this is the introduction to an
expansive report in the newspaper)

Page | 730




William Taylor Kerns enlisted in the 4" Battalion Cheshire Regiment (a voluntary
infantry battalion) on 20 July 1908 when his age was recorded correctly as 19 years 4
months. He gave his address as Liverpool Road, Neston and his occupation as a clerk
with Alex Ross & Co. Liverpool (a company believed to be connected to the shipping
industry). William was recorded as being 5ft 6ins tall with a 36-inch expanded chest and
his Service Number was 497.

After serving for a total of 1 year 174 days in the Cheshire Regiment William was
discharged on 10 January 1910 as he wished to re-enlist with the Lancashire Fusiliers.
This was approved on 12 January and his medical report noted that he was 5ft 6% ins
tall, had a 34%-inch expanded chest, blue eyes, brown hair and a sallow complexion.
William’s age, interestingly, was incorrectly recorded as 18 years 11 months — two
years younger than his real age. His father was recorded as Edwin Kerns of High Street,

Neston. On enlistment William was sent to the military station at Bury where,
presumably, he was attached to the 2" Volunteer Battalion.

In the 1911 census William was recorded as being in the military barracks at South

Tidworth, the base of Southern Command.

Roturn of sl Commissoned Offeors, Warrant Offoors, Non Commissioned Offcers, Trumpeters or Drummers, and Rank and File, who passed the night of Sunday, April 2nd, 1911, in-

thoso Barracks or Quarters, or arrived o the morning of Monday, April 3rd, not heving been coumerated elsowhere, [See Instructions 2 and 3 on pege ]
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1911 census [extract] for Assaye Military Barracks, South Tidworth, Hampshire

ASSAYE BARRACKS,

TIDWORTH. -

4685

At the time of the 1911 census William Kern’s mother and the rest of the family were
living in a substantial house - it had nine rooms - on Neston High Street. William’s
brother, Alf, was recorded as a ‘poor & rate collector, Neston Urban District Council’
but he also enlisted (14 August 1915), as a Gunner in the 2" Lancashire Heavy Battery,
Royal Garrison Artillery. He served 3 sessions in France and, although he was injured,
survived the war and was discharged in June 1919. His Service Number was 308326 and

he was then living on Cumbers Lane, Ness.
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1911 census (condensed) — High Street, Neston

Mary Jane Kerns

Nellie Gertrude

Rosa Maud
Marjory Ruth

Alf

Muriel

widow

telephone operator

[National Telephone Co.]

school teacher [Church of England]
telephone operator

[National Telephone Co.]

poor & rate collector

Neston Urban District Council

no occupation

born Oldham
born Liverpool

born Neston

born Neston

born Neston

born Neston

Mary Kerns is recorded as having been married for 34 years with six of her ten children surviving - the
five living with her in Neston and William, 21, at the Assaye Military Barracks, South Tidworth, Hants.

It is quite possible that the untraced child of Edward and Mary who did not survive was
born, and buried, in Liverpool before Edward and Mary moved to Neston.

Both Nellie and Marjory Kerns were working as telephone operators for The National
Telephone Company in Neston. The NTC was a British telephone company which was
formed in 1881 to bring together smaller local companies in the early years of the
telephone. Under the Telephone Transfer Act 1911 it was taken over by the General
Post Office (GPO) in 1912.

In Neston the NTC applied to bring telephone poles into the town and permission was
granted in 1890 although no poles were erected until 1894. A small telephone

exchange was established in a room at Youd’s confectioner’s next to the Brown Horse

but in 1902 it moved to near the Methodist Church. A new, larger, telephone exchange

was opened on Leighton Road in 1926 although in 1922 there were still only 154

telephone lines - in 1906 there had been just 64 subscribers.
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Very little appears to have survived of the records
of William’s subsequent army career although it
is known that he was promoted from Corporal to
Acting Warrant Officer Class 2 and, on 11
November 1916, was mentioned in The London
Gazette for having being awarded the Military
Medal (he was then a Company Quarter Master

Serjeant). William’s War Office record notes that __f_;ﬁ__;: 30,5, Sedosouets zomues The
he became an Acting Company Sergeant Major e R e S e
and, in the ‘Daily List’ of 7 December 1916, he is
shown as being ‘Accidentally Killed’; unusually,
local newspapers do not appear to have carried
any report of his death and we do not know the circumstances.

Award of the Military Medal, November
1916 - Campaign, Gallantry & Long Service
Medals & Awards Roll

It is known that in early August 1914 the 2" Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers were
stationed at Dover as part of the 12t" Brigade of the 4" Division and, on 20 August they
mobilised for war and landed at Boulogne. In 1914 the Division engaged in various
actions on the Western Front including The Battle of Le Cateau, The Battle of the
Marne, The Battle of the Aisne and The Battle of Messines and they took part in the
Christmas Truce of 1914. During 1915 they were engaged in The Second Battle of Ypres
and, in November 1915 the 12" Brigade was transferred to the 36" Division.

During 1916 the Division, still on The Somme, was at The Battle of Albert and The Battle
of Le Transloy (1 -18 October). However, it appears that William was ‘accidentally
killed’ following this engagement, when he was engaged in grenade training although
the announcement of his death in the Chester Chronicle was
listed under ‘Killed in Action’. The accident, near to Vismes au Val
and away from the front line, killed 3 members of the Lancashire
Fusiliers outright and a further two soldiers, injured in the

incident, died later. [Source: http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/
forums/index.php?/topic/128083-grenade-training-accidents/]

The grief of the Kerns family was increased when, on 6 January
1917, William’s sister Miss Marjory Kerns, died in Neston aged 32.

Mary Jane Kerns, William Kerns’ mother, died in July / September
1917, aged 63, just a few months after her daughter, Dorothy,
and less than a year after William Taylor was killed in France. She
was pre-deceased by her husband, Edward, and six of their
children.
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Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits — mainly remaining wages — to soldiers or, in the case of
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often
paid. Unusually, there are two separate and different entries for William Taylor Kerns.

Entry 373464 — two credits, the first of £27 and the second of 7d are recorded and £27 Os 7d was paid to his
mother, Mary Jane Kerns, as sole legatee. Mary died in mid-1917 and administration of the estate passed to
Nellie Gertrude Kerns, William’s unmarried sister and it was her who received the War Gratuity of £19 10s —
an unusually high amount. This entry records that William was an Acting Company Sergeant Major.

Entry 740054 — two credits (£2 and £2 19s) were made in July 1919 to Nellie Gertrude. This entry record
that William was ‘killed accid.” and his rank is given as Company Sergeant Major.

This total payment of £51 9s 7d equates to a labour value (approximating to wages) of about £7825 in 2016.

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had
served in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had
served overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the
amount paid was related to the length of war service.

Somt D - : e Nellie Gertrude Kerns (born 10
\Ran 45 W_ﬁ _ /7¥5* September 1879), William’s sister, died
KNERNS : h— %'//:'/WO” | <£—_ unmarriedin April / June 1956 aged 76.
g ¥ | In the 1939 Register, living at 3
i‘d/ ‘l& a, MJU — - — Cumbers Cottages, Ness (off Burton
= xd/j/m 57 /2929 ) " Road) she was described as ‘retired
= | =gz Ite- : through illness, Post Office
SR : /%//L /7/? fm ¢ - telephonist). With her in the household
ot 2 folor ’ ] were unmarried siblings Alf (born 16
——— Md;‘ | August 1887, Post Office telephone
;httfyn chz ¥ - /CL bt linesman, unemployed) and Muriel
TR L | ~ (born 24 February 1874, Operator-in-
British Army WWI Medal Rolls charge, Post Office telephones, Neston).
Index Cards, 1914-1920 In mid-1940 Muriel married Edward Jones

at Neston Parish Church.
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DEATH OF MRS. KERNS.—It is with sincera|

t we chronicle the death of another old
(and ;.:hl\ ‘e\pmktd resident, viz., Mrs. Edward|
{Kerns, who passed away on "r.‘n} at the age|
lof 63. The <2:’ sed was until recently in|
|charge 0:” the hange lempnur’r Office, anll.
|had held this position for scme years, D\Ir owing|
|to ill-health was obliged to reli nqu»n the duties.

|There is no doubt the great trouble the de-j
|ceased had undergone of ]z’w accelerated her|
|death. She had lr\\ a son i 1 the war, aug the|
|death of a 1 -omising daughter (an indef umxbld
{Church worker) was another ,Lc.?. gorrow. Thae|
‘}nms fami Iy have occu p ul various mh‘m and|
|unique ;)"\mf ms in  Neston. The late My,

Ld\ ard Xerns's Alﬂ’ T Was xn ‘hc u('L days the
village constable,” and in those times this|

{exalted position carried with it- great authority.|

|The late Mr. E. Kerns held offica as cmlcrtor of]
(rates, taxes, and was looked upon as * legal|
of the poor. He was ever ready to
\lend a helping hand to the poorer classes. In|

|advizer

|addition he was an extensive and voluble writer
|for a loczal newspaper. He was a writer of no
[mean o , and his *‘ Tit-bits ”’ were very en-
11 His stories in regard to the histori-

of the surrounding disirict were
eresting. Mis mantle fell on the
rs of the family, one daughter contri
; largely to the press, and all the others
various important offices. Genuine

led to the family in their be-
rﬂl took place at tho
T the Rev. C. Brooks
h ..\.‘ ufh 1(1' The n«anh WEere
Mr.
33 on-in- .axs.\ \Ir and Mrs. E. Tcll coe,
[Mr. G. Anyon: also Mr. E. Rooke, Mrs. Kendrick,
[Mrs. Blackwell, ete. The bearers were Messrs.

|E. Jones, W. 1).,&.\. W. Naylor, and Caldicotb.
|The funeral arrangements were carvied out by
Mr. H. Norma

Postscript

DA OF MISH MARJORY KERNS.—Wide-
|spreact sorrow was fell throughout the whole
\lA,J"h youriwed, when it became known on Sun-
’L.’I» monung that Mies Ofe erjory Ruth Kerns, of
vH." 1-eb.. had passed away the prevmx.s nmht
Sho wuas She fourth d“ulerhte1 of Mirs, and the LL.,e
‘I' IXirward erns, mnd la:xle«brd a vcrv wWin-
some persomality, and a partic ckirly sweet and
unsealfish disposrtion, which ende: xred her to every-
cne. Al LlLOlL‘Ih \mry quict and retiring by nature,
she accomplished a gocat deal, and tho influcnes
of h@r life made her mcncm’.i} Toved. Witth
children she was a favourite, zud in many
capacities rendiored much guiet and VG.‘.,UJJ e help.
‘As a tebephonist, she secured the esteam of the
Post Ofﬁa, offici: xls and subscribers, and much
Ivegret is felt in these circles. The shock of her
(}nd.&,-h has boen grewater, following so closgely, as
i, does thai of a l,!‘o.,'hu‘ viho was kilbed pecent: ty
in KFramce. Blnds were clesely drawn en roufe
when tho fw;nnl took place om Wednesday, o
|service being held in the Parish Church, theo
|Rov. C. Breooke, Gwynme and The Rev. H. Harriss
| cificiading. J.)umxb the senvice, the hymn “ Peace,
| penfect peaoe’” was sung. urvna.uor Alf Kerns
:’(ébmt,h-cr) and Mr. Jobm Dﬂmcy (brother-in-law),
[wereo amomng the mourmers, and many yeomlc
|were in c¢hurch. The im terment took place m the
|cemateny on e hill, an<d beawtiful florel tokens

Chester Chronicle - Saturday 13 January 1917

Chester Chronicle - Saturday 29 September 1917

Edward/Edwin Kerns’ father was James Kerns who had been born in Limehouse,
Middlesex, and was married to Jane who was born in Mouldsworth. In 1861 James was
a police sergeant in Neston, in 1871 he was a police sergeant, aged 57, living on Park
Road but by 1881, when he was 70 and living on Neston High Street, he had become an
agent for the Prudential Insurance Company. Both he (77) and Jane (72) died within six
weeks of each other [22 June and 31 July] 1889 and are buried at Neston Parish Church.

James and Jane are known to have had five children:

Mary Ann born in Liverpool, her contribution to Neston is detailed below.

James

born in Bunbury he became a joiner (in 1881 he was living in Chester with

his wife, Jane) but in 1901 and 1911 he was recorded as a newsagent /
shopkeeper in Birkdale, Liverpool. James and Jane had no children but
they adopted a daughter, Ruth.

Harry

born in Bunbury he was recorded as a gardener in 1871 but died, aged 22,

on 6 October 1874 and is buried with his parents at the parish church.

Edwin

born in Frodsham, the father of William Taylor Kerns (and sometimes

named as Edward), he is detailed in the account above.

Alfred

born in Tarporley he was two years younger than Edwin/Edward. His

untimely death is recorded below.
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Mary Ann(e) Kerns had been born in Liverpool and, unmarried, moved to Neston with
her parents - in 1881 the family was living on Neston High Street. Mary Ann Kerns died,
aged 43, on 15 September 1886. Mary achieved prominence in becoming the Head
Mistress of the Parkgate and Neston Infant School and was commemorated by the
installation of two lights in the Clayton & Bell window in the South Aisle of Neston
Parish Church.

The inscription in the glass below the left and right lights, installed in 1888, reads:
Erected by public subscription to the memory of Mary Anne Kerns for twenty three years the
beloved mistress of the Parkgate and Neston Infant Schools who died Sep. 15 1886

o~ Below the central light the inscription reads:
Esther Johnson Assistant Mistress to the Neston School AD 1877

It is interesting to note that Rose/Rosa Maud Kerns, Mary
Ann’s niece, also became a schoolteacher in Neston.

Alfred Kerns, Edwin/Edward’s younger brother, initially
became a railway porter in Chester where, in 1881 aged 23,
he was recorded as living at 19 Dee Lane with his wife Annie.
Ten years later, however, he had followed his father into the
police force and in 1891 he was recorded, aged 36, as a police
constable living in Nantwich. In March 1900, in Haslington, a
village near Crewe, Alfred Kerns (who was then 42) was
assaulted by two men; shortly after the assault Alfred
collapsed and died.

Although the headline in the Cheshire Observer states that an Alfred Walker was
charged with the murder of Alfred Kerns, a charge of manslaughter was brought
against Walker and John Boffey, a local butcher. The outcome was that the men were
acquitted as there was insufficient evidence of homicide.

The Kerns’ family
graves at Neston
Parish Church
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FATALITY TO A CHESHIRE
CONSTABLE.

CREWE WOREKMAN CHARGED WITH
MURDER.

A pgreat sensation was caused at Crowe on

Tueuday by tho arrest of Alired Walker, a strikor

in Crewe Ruilway Works, on the chargo of killing

and elaying Alfred Korns, a Cheahire constable.

while an duty, received injuries which produced

unconeciousnoss, and death in & few hours. At
the inquest Walker was called, and said he had
been with the constable on the night of his death.

They had both been in a public-house, and later

he eaw tho constable on the Winterley-road.
Thoy shook hands, and while ebaking hands both

fell. The constable complained of his bond,|
Afterwords he fell in a field unconscious, and died |
during the night. Dr. Vaughan, who examined |

the deceasod, ssid be did not think his injuries
wore caused aocidentally.

34, was charged with causing tho death of Kerne
Cologel Hameniley, chicf constable of Cheshire,

was present. Mr. C. I Pedley appoared for the
defonce.

| tw0 meh,
Kerns was in charge of the Haslington palios

district. Dunng the night of the 6th iust, hoe,

| officer was a mem

At Crewe, on Tuesdsy, Alfred Walker, aged famiy.

Supenintendont Meredith said that Kerns was
ou duty on the night of tho 6th inst. e visited
the Hawk Inp, Haslington, and fourd prisonor
and a man pamed John Boffoy drunk. Xerns
ojected the prisoner from the Hawk, When out-
gide prisoner used threats, and said bo would kick
the constable, The prisoncr and Bofiey and tho
constable walked off in the direction of Winterley.
At Mr. Bebbington's gate they woro seen stand.
ing in the road, tho constable being between the

Two witnesses saw a scufflo between
them, and afterwards heard o fall. The constablo
recoived injuries which produced death. On that

‘evidence he asked for & remand.

Mr. Pedloy applied for bail,

Thae Chief Constablo objected, adding that there
might be furthor developments, and he thought
the granting of bail would defeat the ends of
justice. He had ecommunicated with the Public

‘Prosecutor, and tho Crown would likely take up
the cnso.

The Bench remanded prisover for 2 week in
custody.
As stated in g:evious isu¢, the deceased

r of n woll-know Neston

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 24 March 1900

endorsed), and 4 dismissed in Febraary li"'d'i N0
1895. He regretted to report the death,

130 Constable Alfred Kerns, Nantwich L
on 7th March, 1900, after a service !

il
Dirifiyg ©

g

Cheshire Constabulary of 13 years 112 day g
PENSION FOR CONSTABLE KEBN®®.

WIDOW.
The question of granting a

Y
peﬂSlOl_l 0

gratuity to the widow of Constable Kers® ;g

was killed at Haslington, near Crewe,
sidered.—Col. Hamersley, in recommen
granting of a pension, said the Act 8
that he should have a pension unless
some fault of his own he met his death.
time he received tho injuries which le
| death he was actually performing his
He did not think the man was
certainly did not think tha

unfortunately misbehaved

gratuity to his widow.
The Chairman:

pension.

t although
himself nearhersor‘_ :
the day, there was no remark of any ‘
against Kerns, who was always well-be
and he had had 14 years’ 10
suggested that a pension be given instea

Then I understand
would give a pension to the widow ?
Col. Hamersley: Yes, £15.
On the motion of the Chairman, "
Dr. Hodgson, it was decided to gra®
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Chester Courant &
Advertiser for North
Wales — 2 May 1900
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A CHESHIEREE MYSTERTY.
—_—
SERIOUS CHARGE AGAINST CREWE MEIN.
ALLEGED MANSLATGHIERE OF A
CONSTAHLE.
LBy Ouxw Ows Reponrtemn,]
[BEr Teailn axvo Teezaaara].
E Croewe, LPwuasday.
At Crawo Folicea Court to-day, Joho Boffow,
butchar, Haslington, and Alfoodl Walker, sEriker
in Crawa Hailway Works, alas sosidiog at
Heelington, were charged on _romond with
tulopicusly killing and elaying Alfrad Eeras, s
conatable in chargpe of the Hasllugbon dintciab.
The daceagsd man is & membes of & Nobteo
Family. V'l uwofortuoats cocerrences has grapted
quits & sakmsbion io thoe district, and the Coeck
wafg erowded with interesated apectabors.  Tho
ampiatratas on tha Beoch were Alvasra. E. L2

Bollgee, W. AlcMaeddl, J. Thowas, B Pedloy,
mod  J. Rdidwarde,—Mre K. & @Filos (Chaeter)
pProsecibec oo bebhalE of tha Fablic
Progucbor, AL . H. Fodley (Crows})
defondud, mod Ae B I Willimmg Lﬂmt-i-ﬂh}
bald m wakohiog bhrial v  bobnlf  oF
Al biare, lapdlord of the Hawk Ioo,
Huslinwton.

THH CaSkE FOIk TIHE PROSECITTEON.

Alr. [HAiluy, ix cpaniop the cuass for thae proas-
coen, sail the prizonera wera charped with
tho meaoelaughtesr of Aleed Heormie, congtablia jio
the Cheglare Constabulary, 1 Aalloped
ofencs ook place A&t Haslingoon on March GLb.
Ha ahould cull & admbor of eitocesss, abd they
wold hnre thea full circumetancwes, ehewing tha
moremigRtd of deeonscd from aboat ive o'clack
in thye evuning oot the times the alleged
CELUIrBOce Eoold placg. Towe censtable hsd beon
indiepoasd throvgrh haviog bhad ao atback of
ioHuanzra, mid b kad bean attandad by a doctor,
who bad cortifled him to ba all right and He far
work, Daceased hed scoprdipgly cetormed to
Lis work, aod on tha day in qgueacion bho had to

ES rouvnd sand ssEvae sowde Pebdoea i eon-
uectiro wikh tha DBoard of A el Eures,
Ha  bmal toe wallc rowmicl practicaliy tha
whioles ok hi= beat, which Wil a

coaneiderabla ons o dellvar thase naticea, Aot
B o'ulpek bo wont o thoe Hawk Inn, Haslingtorn,
and s (Mr. &Giles), did oot think 1% wasa any
part of ehe rezecutiomn b bida actually wlat
toohk place thara., Thara was oo doubbs Ebhak tha
constubile wan purved with some intexicant ino
the Inp, sud thot bo romalined thers talking ta
poersens whom by knaw, bolh Ehe prlaconacs ba-
1o et whom be konew.—Bdacaapel stayed in
tha Ino peat tho timo whon in Ebhe ocdioscy
cass af aroota be would Lavs googd home to raat
m bit, }w slhowull base gous boeoms aoll bh=avas
bedn on dukty sgain from G ovlagk o 1L o’wloek,
Thuca was & Fraoodly conrarsaticn batwoerm the
men, bl it wouwld Ly 1:|l:|;|'rq;|-|]. vhat both prrisopans
fn Lbha aourss of Ebhe ovopning Dcama hopoalussly

inbomicmtyd, “Che conetabla e LT A
paked Iay iha Iandlecd B remows thoum
Froos bot gpIbtor poedding tha

Lba (DI E T
bBeliprlounr ﬁl‘ptll.a mom, FHerns ondoavoucesd to
ruorsunda thoma to go bome, o gob YWalker
ouk ef Eha bowuwso Ly LbLoelding bim by thoe pollar
oF ks cork, and FEoffay followed him. Fhe cpn-
Blaisbs aind the Lwo priscauss reob io tho dicec-
tion of Wintarley, snd wribtbesaes would Lell tha
court that A convoreniion ook place, abwioualy
with roferenco to Lbha viclemt buebmwicur oo Eha
part of Walkar. Tha bnexk thiopy, - wikness
vrould coll thaem,. was m sewbls i cbe raad. apd
thy vards wers beard, I J:m.'r?. gob cma of wow
and T eball acom Eot tha other A wyubls wapg
henrd god soen, and Walker sud t—hE_ conatabla
nod Boffay wera apoken o by bwo witiesses ng
being soco eonfline Across the rosd, and & wik
Masa spaks By B Fall lmomedialoiy albur Lt e
the constabla nt tho tima whoan bBho thres aan
mwoon Begothur, This witoces saw decopscd Eall
bpckwarda oo the read, snd his batbk cosos ol
Another witoess would cell o court bLow
Euarmm bobnyil aftaer thet; bhaw ba w=as t-ﬂ-tl‘HIl-
hotme by a &fr. Behington; and how ducimg
tho tima be waa breipy taken bome lia fall Ewice,
and haw bho seeond tims prosod to be tha lssb
foll, becansa ha meaver recosversd copzcicasaoes-
The onatable romaimes] BN O0OBHaCSIDAR Frizos mines
a‘clook, o hallk- t, until anowt Eime AfFber threaes
o'clack, | whan ha disd. A doctor wouald &Labe
thnk tha men'sekall was fractarad In twoe placas,
aad that io LEs oplbion one feactnre might havoe
basn coauaed by & Eall, rod tho atbhar by & blow
Erope saams blunt insetrummenk. Hoemorrhapgs awok
i, clnte of biloed formaod, and nlysin pupar-
wening.daplh reagnlted. Thapresocoticneafd thak

batwaen the houra of slx and eleven decensaod,
was io thoe exesatiss of hin doly ; thet ke

TRoRY
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endeavonred bto get these men home ; that th
men resented it; some strong language was
used, aod a acufle ensued which resulted in theae
cenatable's death. HKerns had been in the force
14 yeara, there had been absclutely no com-
plaints against him, and hig lecsa was very much
deplored by the force. .
IMPORTANT EVIDENCE.

Eocbhert Cooper, labourer, Haslington, deposed
to being in the Hank Inn en the evening in
queation and seeing the three men there. There
was soma disturbance beseween Boffey and the
landlord regarding some chanpge, and Boffey was
gearched by the conetable at his own request.
Walker was drunk, and witness was almost
certain Boffey had had quite sufficient. The
conatable said to Walker ** Yom bhave had quite
sufficient to drink,” and he took him out.
Boffey followed them, and returned with Walker
about a guarter of an bour or twenty minutes
afterwarda. Boffey sat by witness and said to
him *“There has heen a bother outside with
Walker and the conatable. The bobby haa got
the woret of it. Walker gave him beans, and
be has left him bleeding like a_pig.” Witness
eaid “ Why did not you checl it ? Yon will get
yourself into some troublie.” Boffey said ‘¢ Let
"eny fight ; T have nothing at all to do wilth it.
"The bobby insuited me when I got cutaside.”
During thia converaation Walker was present
in the room, but bhe did not hear it.

Cross-examined : ‘Che constabla was notb
drunk, and was [ quite eapable of doing his
dutiaa, Witness had -had guaite enough
experience to know when a’man was drunk or
sober, having been drunk himself many a score
of times—(laughter)—and in his opinion the
constable was aohar.

Mr. Pedley : Did you say to a man whom yonu
wont ont to see in the couarse of the evening,
“*Thers has been a row in the Hawk about a
sovereign, and the policeman is derunk P7—1
might iave said there had been o row about a
sovereign, but not that the policeman was
drunk.—Proceeding, witness gaid he was mnot
drank that night. Hée had not been told by a
sergeant, who had been to ses him regardiang
his evidence, that he must nob say Kerns was
drank. or his widow would lose her pension.
Noither had he given that as a reason to any
person for not saying that Kerns was drunk.—
Re-exasmined : Alr. Pedley’s clerk had called
zpon bhim, but he did not tell him all he knew,
becaunse hae objected to do so.

Robert Leach, carter, Haslington, deposed to
being in the bar parlour of the Hawk
on the evening in question. Walker came in
about the same time as deceased. Valker was
sober enough. Witness saw Kerns take hold of
¥Walker by the skin of the neck and take him
out of the bouse in a friendly way. Walker
muttered samething, but witness could not
cateh the words. When Walker returned to
tbhe house about 15 minutes later witness
bheard him say ““The must not think he
can do s be hers A mind with me.” Witnesns
noticed that the” back .of YWalker’s coat was
covered with duat as though he might have
fallen in the road.

Alr. Pedley:- You saw the police-constable
that night. Did yom think he wias perfectly
sober ?—No. ;

YWhat waa his condition 7—I think he was
drunk ; I am certaipo.

Re-examined: Two gergeants came to see
him a bit above a week ago about hia evidence,
and he {0ld tbem that Kerns was drunk. He
did not, however, say he was certain of it. He
signed a atatement which he made to the police.
Samuel Woodworth, furniture polisher,
deposed to being outside the Hawk Inn on the
night in question, and to seeing Walker and
HKerns come ont. Walker was the worse for
drink, but ha conold not saay hbhow Xernse
was. The conetabley, advised  Walker to go
bhome, =and he reéplied Ma womnld not.
Thbe constabla repeated bhis advice, and Walker
seaid he would mot go home until he bad had
another glasa of brandy. Afterwards be said
he would go home if Kerns would fetch Boffey
cuat. The oonstable did so, and the three
walked in the direction of Winterley.

William ‘“I'aylor., bricksetter, Haeglington,
stated he saw three men come ount of the Hawk,
and heard Xerna say to Walker that if he
would not go home he weould be “ a poulicoman
for him.”* Walker and Kerns weare drunk, but
Boffey was pot.

OHMAD RN AEHA o
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{Proceeding.)

Chester Courant & Advertiser for North Wales —
28 March 1900
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