45: Fred Gordon Jones
Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:

Fred Gordon Jones

Rank: Lance Corporal
Battalion / Regiment:

7th Bn. South Lancashire Regiment

Service Number: 15155
Buried / Commemorated at:

Date of Death: 5 July 1916

Age at Death:

?

Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval, Departement de la Somme, Picardie, France

Additional information given by CWGC:

None

Fred Gordon Jones of 27, Olive Road, Neston was aged 23 years 180 days when he
enlisted in Liverpool on 7 September 1914. Born in Neston in January 1891, the son of
labourer Henry Peter Jones and Margaret, he was baptised at Neston Parish Church on
3 April 1891. In the 1891 census the family was living off Bridge Street, Neston but by
1901 they were at Backwood, Leighton, Parkgate:

1891 census (extract) – Birches Weint, Bridge Street, Neston
Henry P. Jones
Margaret
William H.
Edith M.
Nellie
Bessie
Fred G.
Margaret Jones

34
38
11
9
6
3
1 month
33

general labourer (?), public houses

sister, general servant

born Beaumaris
born Saughall Massie
born Liverpool
born Ledsham
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston
born Beaumaris

1901 census (extract) – Backwood, Leighton
Henry Jones
Margaret
Edith
Bessie
Fred G.
Arnold E.

44
47
19
13
10
6

coachman (domestic)
dressmaker (own account)
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born Beaumaris
born Saughall
born Ledsham
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

It is believed that William H Jones, Fred’s older brother, moved to the USA and Arnold
served with the 2nd Garrison Btn. Cheshire Regiment (59876 and 145549) during WW1.
Nellie Jones, Gordon’s sister, was baptised at Neston 12 August 1885; Henry Peter
Jones was recorded as a coachman and the family was living at Clay Hill. At the time of
the 1901 census Nellie, 15, was recorded as a domestic servant in the household of a
widower on Mill Street. Nellie, now 22 of Hilbre Cottage, married labourer Frederick
William Dodd (25, Raby Road) at Neston Parish Church on 30 June 1907. Henry Jones,
coachman, was recorded as deceased and the two witnesses were Nellie’s siblings,
William Henry Jones and Edith Mary Jones.
When Bessie was baptised at Neston on 14 August 1887 her father was recorded as a
barman, in April 1891 he was a labourer and in April 1901 he was a coachman.
At the time of the 1911 census Fred Gordon Jones, now a joiner’s apprentice, was still
living at home with his mother in Olive Road.

1911 census (condensed) – 27 Olive Road, Neston
Margaret Jones
Bessie
Fred Gordon
Arnold Eric Gordon

37
23
20
16

widow
elementary school teacher
joiner’s apprentice
gardener (domestic)

born Bidston
born Neston
born Neston
born Neston

Margaret had been married for 32 years and six of her seven children were still living.

Henry Peter Jones had died sometime after the 1901 census and before June 1907
although his death does not appear to have been recorded in Wirral and he is not
buried in the family grave in Neston Cemetery.
Arnold Eric Gordon Jones was baptised at Neston on 12 April 1894 when the family was
still living at Backwood, Leighton, and Henry was a coachman.
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In March 1921 Arnold (25) was still living at 27, Olive Road with
his older sisters, Edith Jones (38) and Nellie Dodd (34).
Another sister, Bessie Grimshaw (Bessie Jones married Moses
Grimshaw at St Andrew’s Church, Bebington in April/June
1912) was living at 6, Ashbrook Terrace, Bebington.
Before he enlisted Gordon - the name he seems to have used worked as a joiner for William Fleming & Co., a firm of Neston
builders. At his attestation (he enlisted for 3 years) he was
described as being 5ft 10 ins tall, weighed 140lb (10 stone /
6.3kg), having a 36½-inch expanded chest, a fresh complexion,
27 Olive Road, Neston
brown eyes and black hair. He was said to have ‘good physical
development’ although he had ‘defective upper teeth’. His next of kin was given as his
married sister, Nellie Dodd, who was living at the family home at 27, Olive Road,
Neston. Gordon enlisted in the 7th Battalion South Lancashire Regiment (also called the
Prince of Wales’s Volunteers) in Liverpool.
The 7th (Service) Battalion
South Lancashire Regiment
was formed at Warrington in
September 1914 as part of
Kitchener’s Second New Army
and moved to Tidworth,
south-east Wiltshire, under
the command of the 56th
Brigade in the 19th (Western)
Division. We know that
Gordon was posted on 24
October 1914 and the Division
moved to billets in Andover in
December 1914, to Clevedon
in February 1915, before moving back to Tidworth in March. The troops were mobilised
in mid-July 1915 and we know that Gordon embarked at Folkestone on 17 July before
landing at Boulogne on 18 July 1915, the troops concentrating near St. Omer. The
following month Gordon received an injury to his right knee, caused by a shell, which
necessitated him being taken to the 2nd London Casualty Clearing Station at Merville,
west of Lille. This injury cannot have been too serious as, on 23 August, Gordon
rejoined his unit.
No details of Gordon’s service from August 1915 until he was killed in action,
apparently by a sniper, on 5 July 1916 are given in his Service Records although it is
probable that he was involved in the South Lancashire’s first major action at Pietre on
25 September 1915, a diversionary action supporting The Battle of Loos.
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In 1916 they were in action during the various conflicts which comprised The Battle of
the Somme, and Gordon was killed during the early stages of this, at The Battle of
Albert which took place 1 - 13 July 1916:
In this opening phase, the British assault broke into and gradually moved beyond the first of
the German defensive complexes on the Somme. Success on the first day in the area between
Montauban and Mametz led to a redirection of effort to that area, for the initial attack was
defeated with huge losses north of Mametz. There was a stiff fight for Trones Wood and costly,
hastily planned and piecemeal attacks that eventually took La Boisselle, Contalmaison and
Mametz Wood.
[The Long, Long Trail : The British Army of 1914-1918]

It has been recorded that, on Wednesday 5 July 1916, the 19th Division ‘…attempted to
straighten out the re-entrant on the east side of La Boisselle with bombers of 56 and 57
Brigades. However, it met with little success.’
[The Somme : The Day-by-Day Account Chris McCarthy Arms & Armour Press, London 1993]

Part of the British front
line on the Somme on 5
July 1916 (thick black
line) showing the small
salient at La Boisselle
where, most probably,
Fred Gordon Jones
died.

At the time of his death on 5 July 1916 Gordon had served for a total of 1 year 303
days, 354 days being spent in France. He was aged 25½.
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The family announcement (Liverpool Echo 14 July 1916) gives the date of his death
incorrectly as 7 July and the report of his death in the Chester Chronicle records him as
a Private whereas his rank was actually Lance Corporal.
The actions of the 7th Battalion South Lancashire Regiment around the time of Gordon’s
death were detailed in an appendix to the Regimental War Diary and the first two
pages of this are reproduced below:
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A sketch map of the situation in early July 1916 accompanied the ‘Precis of Fighting’ account,
although this was unannotated and undated:

The blue line in the western
sector of this map indicates the
British front line
“In the early morning of 2 July 1916, the British 30th Division, holding the newly won Montauban Ridge
repulsed two determined German counter-attacks. Both British and German commands recognised it was
here, in the cramped southern sector of the battlefield (where most of the meagre British successes of 1 July
had been achieved), that offered the most likely opportunities for further exploitation. But in the immediate
aftermath of 1 July Rawlinson [General Sir Henry Seymour Rawlinson, 1st Baron Rawlinson] sanctioned
repeated assaults against unbroken German defences over the battle-strewn uplands of the entire line of
his original attack.
The period 2-13 July was characterised by a series of grindingly slow and costly British subsidiary attacks
(principally in the southern end of the line), made to secure the flanks for a later major assault on the
German second line positions. In a succession of bloody encounters the Fourth Army sought to secure
Trônes Wood, Mametz Wood and Contalmaison; operations characterised by vicious hand to hand fighting,
within devastated villages and shell-thrashed woods riddled with concealed strongpoints. Heavy rain on 3
and 4 July produced the first quantities of the infamous Somme mud and hinted at the difficulties which
terrain and weather would pose later in the campaign. Chronology: 2 July Fricourt was occupied by British
troops; 3 July saw the failure of the British attacks at Ovillers and Thiepval. La Boisselle was captured after
much fierce counter-attacking between 4-6 July. Offensive operations began on 7 July to capture Mametz
Wood, Contalmaison and Ovillers. 8 July saw the first attacks on Trônes Wood. The period 9-13 July
witnessed bitter fighting for Trônes Wood and the eventual capture of Mametz Wood and Contalmaison”.
Commonwealth War Graves Commission: http://www.cwgc.org/somme/
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Trench map (only the German-held positions, in red, are shown) of the area between Thiepval in the north,
Contalmaison in the east, Albert in the south and Bouzincourt in the west on 28 April 1916, around 10
weeks before Fred Gordon Jones was killed. The blue line, trending north-south, indicates the British front
line and, to the west, the marshy floodplain of the River Ancre was a scene of significant conflict
throughout the war. On this map the approximate location where Fred Gordon Jones was killed is indicated
by the purple star; this is to the east of the front line shown on this map as, following the British assault
which started on 1 July, the line had been pushed eastwards.
[Source: http://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/index.cfm#zoom]

The enlarged map section (left),
indicates the position on 1 July 1916,
and represents and names the British
front line trenches. On this map the
large red cross shows the position of
the Lochnagar Crater (considered to
be the largest man-made crater)
which was created by the detonation
of a huge mine below the German
defences at 7.28am on 1 July 1916 and
just before the British advance.
No record of any of the family has
been found in the 1939 Register.
http://www.lochnagarcrater.org/July
011916.html:
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Liverpool Echo - Friday 14 July 1916

The Effects Form of 8 November 1916 gives Edith Jones
as Fred’s next-of-kin, but notes that his effects are the
joint property of herself and her brothers and sisters.

Chester Chronicle - Saturday 22 July 1916

The inscription for Fred Gordon Jones on the
Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval, Departement de la
Somme, France. His body was unrecovered or
his grave is unknown.
The family gravestone in Neston Cemetery records the death of
L/Cpl Fred Gordon Jones.
Margaret Jones, Gordon’s mother, died 12 February 1912 aged 59
although Henry Peter Jones, Gordon’s father, is not buried here
and his date of death is unknown (but would be between the
census of 1901 and June 1907).
It is believed that Nellie Dodd died in April/June 1962 when her
age was given as 81.

Fred’s British war Medal and Victory Medal were received by
Fred’s brother, Arnold, on 6 October 1921. At that time Arnold
was probably still living at 27, Olive Road.
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Fred Gordon Jones’s sister, Nellie Dodd, was the
person nominated to deal with Fred’s effects and
to receive his commemorative plaques and scrolls

The first page of Fred Gordon Jones’s Attestation
document, overwritten ‘Dead’.

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929
In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often
paid.
Fred Gordon Jones had a credit of £9 6s 4d in wages, together with a War Gratuity of £7 10s, owing to him
from the army. In 1919 this money was paid to his nominated relatives with sisters Mrs Bessie Grimshaw,
Mrs Nellie Dodd, Mrs Edith Mary Jones and brother Arnold Jones each receiving £2 6s 7d + £1 17s 6d (£4
4s 6d). This was, for each recipient, equivalent to approximately £642 in wages in 2016.
The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had
served in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had
served overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the
amount paid was related to the length of war service.
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