43: Christopher Jones

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: Christopher Jones

Rank: Private

Battalion / Regiment:  15th Bn. Cheshire Regiment

Service Number: 244483 Date of Death: 23 April 1918 Age at Death: 20

Buried / Commemorated at: Doullens Communal Cemetery Extension No. 1, Doullens, Departement de la
Somme, Picardie, France

Additional information given by CWGC: The son of James and Ellen Jones of Badger Butt, Little Neston.

Christopher Jones, baptised in Neston Parish Church on 13 March 1898, was the first
child of collier James & Ellen Jones of Little Neston.

Christopher’s father, James (a widower, recorded as 27, but he was probably 30), had
married Ellen Peers (21) at Neston Parish Church on 21 July 1897.

Previously married to Mary (it is believed he had married Mary Ouldred, the step
daughter of John Williams, fisherman of Brook Street, Neston, in Liverpool in late 1887)
James had children by this first marriage. Mary Jones appears to have died, aged 28,
and was buried in Neston on 6 May 1897 just 2% months before he married Ellen.

Christopher Jones was named after his father’s father, fisherman Christopher Jones.

In 1901 the family was living in Little Neston, Christopher and Alfred being the only
children of James’ marriage to Ellen:

e — e L g e | e T O

||l a7 Lol T et

o o /) ' \

_I_.-._“Zég{u/___.b__l 070 I B & _DE__ZH;/_-_-“_

-|_,, %W_ Z_? Jon || q,/_a_'_~~ /i, ;

I _‘722,?‘1,\_,___ Aéz ’ 9“‘/[‘“» _} _/__ 3

,.:__(‘ngizmz_“/a*‘_m_ | LR 7 |

1 {é’){fi,b[/ / "1\“[' II L/m" i/ Z o JL P—t— : |

1901 census (extract) — Norman’s Cottages, Badger Butt [now Badger Bait], Little Neston

James Jones 28 coal miner, coal hewer born Little Neston
Ellen 24 born Little Neston
Robert 12 born Little Neston
James 10 born Little Neston
Mary 7 born Little Neston
Christopher 3 born Little Neston
Alfred 8 months born Little Neston

Ten years later, at the time of the 1911 census, the family had expanded but was still
living on Badger Butt in Little Neston:
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1911 census (condensed) — Badger Butt, Little Neston
James Jones 44 coal miner (hewer) born Parkgate
Ellen 31 born Little Neston
Robert 22 traction engine steerer born Neston
James 20 labourer to bricksetter born Little Neston
Christopher 13 born Little Neston
Alfred 10 born Little Neston
Samuel 8 born Little Neston
Freddie 6 born Little Neston
Edith 3 born Little Neston
Joseph 1 born Little Neston

James and Ellen had been married 13 years and all 6 of their children had survived. Robert & James
jnr were children of James’ previous marriage to Mary.

Christopher must have been employed at Neston Colliery as in November 1914 - when
he would have been 16 - he is recorded (as is his father) as the witness to an accident
at the colliery.

Christopher, who may have been underage, enlisted at Chester and, according to his
outline military record (his Service Records have not been found), died of wounds.
Unusually, local newspapers do not appear to have carried any mention of his death.

The 15™ (Service) Battalion Cheshire Regiment - also known as the 1% Birkenhead - was
one of the Bantam battalions which were formed at Birkenhead on 18 November 1914
by Alfred Bigland MP. The battalion moved to Hoylake and, in June 1915, came under
the orders of 105" Brigade 35" Division at Masham, Yorkshire before moving to
Salisbury Plain in August 1915. Mobilised, they landed at Le Havre in January 1916.
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In the Spring of 1918 the Germans advanced and, on the night of 26 / 27 March, they
entered Aveluy Wood north of the town of Albert and about 30km north-east of
Amiens. By 5 April this wooded area was mostly in German hands in spite of the
stubborn defence, but conflict continued here throughout the month. Following one
assault by the Cheshires on a German machine gun post on 20 April:

‘The artillery salvoes ceased; during this lull the Cheshires conveyed wire and ammunition to
the forward positions in readiness for the impending attack on Aveluy Wood and the nearby
valley. This attack was to be made by the 35 and 38" Divisions with the intention of seizing
the remaining elevated ground inside the woodland. The assault on the fortified wood was to
be carried out by the Cheshires on 22 April in conjunction with the 15% Sherwood Foresters
under the protective cover of a creeping artillery barrage. Zero hour was scheduled for 7-30
p.m. when W company led by Lieutenant Harford would lead the attack. Two platoons of Z
Company were to provide Germans operating a captured British Vickers machine gun support,
while the other two platoons were to carry forward the picks, wire and materials required to
consolidate any gains. Preceding the infantry advance the artillery pounded the edges of
Aveluy Wood for precisely three minutes, before sweeping forward on a creeping barrage. At
7.20 p.m. the predetermined range of the guns would then provide a protective barrage in
front of the battalion's objective. At zero hour as the officers' whistles blew the patrols set off
across No Man's Land to their objective. The barrage had failed to eliminate the German
resistance; their machine gun bullets were soon zipping across the intervening ground, ripping
into the khaki clad figures with deadly results. The 19 D.L.I. while in the support trenches had
been caught out by a hostile barrage, their bad luck continued for as they advanced they were
silhouetted against the setting sun and paid the ultimate price. Despite fierce fighting on the
Cheshires left flank the 15t Sherwoods' attack on a strong point failed to eliminate the
garrison, the defenders' stubborn resistance also prevented the Cheshires from advancing.
Lieutenant Harford rallied his diminishing band of men, then moved off across the bullet swept
fields to assist the hard pressed Sherwoods capture the strong point, while doing so the gallant
Lieutenant Harford was wounded, but while being carried to the rear by stretcher bearers he
was killed. As the advance had stalled Captain Miln M.C. came forward and seeing the enemy
strong point on the perimeter of the wood had halted the advance and ordered in additional
patrols from Z Company. When Captain R. E. Warner commanding Z Company was wounded,
Sergeant Read then displayed fine qualities of leadership and took control of his men, despite
being wounded he refused any treatment until his wounded men had been attended to.
Further to the right heavy machine gun and rifle fire was emanating from the direction of Lone
Tree position. Despite repeated attacks against the German garrison equipped with three
machine guns the position remained invincible. Reluctantly the Cheshires began to withdraw to
their original positions, by 9-30 p.m. the centre of the Brigade attack had achieved a gain of
200 yards but little headway was made on the flanks of the attack. To prevent any further
build-up of troops the enemy guns laid a sixty-minute barrage on the Cheshires frontage. 105
Brigade was relieved on the night of 24 April. The battalion casualty report for the action
launched on the evening of 22" concluding 23 April records the deaths of Captain G.G. Miln
M.C. from Chester who was killed by two machine gun bullets to the head [his parents received
notification of his M.C. three days prior to notification of his death] and also Lieutenant A.W.
Hanford. Captain A.E. Wenner and Second Lieutenant T. Heap M.C. were wounded. The other
ranks sustained six men killed, thirty-seven wounded three missing. In the small hours of the
morning the weary battalion arrived at their dug outs near Hedauville, the remainder of the
month passed without any noticeable incidents, carrying parties and a brief tour of the line at
Bouzincourt occurred. The battalion’s casualty rate for April consisted of three officers killed,
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five wounded. The other ranks had thirteen killed, ninety-four wounded, a further five were
wounded but remained on duty, finally seven men were simply listed as missing, their fate
being unknown.” [From: The Cheshire Bantams  Stephen McGreal Pen & Sword 2006]

This was the action in which Christopher Jones was wounded, dying from his wounds a
few hours later at the 3" Canadian Stationary Hospital, at Doullens, just to the north.
The Hospital War Diary records that, on this date, 439 patients were admitted and 398
were discharged and it is known that, on 23 April 1918, 12 men from the 15™ Battalion
Cheshire Regiment died. The large hospital suffered considerable damage during an
aerial bombing on the night of night of 29/30 May 1918.
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War Diary extracts — 15" Battalion Cheshire Regiment

East of 23/4/18 At dawn the enemy put down as heavy a barrage as that of the previous night for about an

MARTINSART hour probably fearing a resumption of the attack of the night before. After this had ceased the
rest of the day passed quietly though during the late afternoon & until relief was completed about
12.15AM 24 April without incident there was a good deal of enfilade machine gun fire up the valley
between the wood and the village — indicating a change in position of the enemy machine guns to
more advantageous spots for him.

HEADAUVILLE 24/4/18 The Battalion arrived at this dug out near HEDAUVILLE in the early hours of the
morning & after a last meal finally got settled down, very tired. About 2.30AM. The remainder of the
day was devoted to clearing up, reorganisation & resting.

Note: Enfilade fire is a volley of gunfire directed along a line from end to end.
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The current agricultural landscape around Aveluy Wood, north of the town of Albert. The distance from
Aveluy village to Bouzincourt is approximately 3%km. [Source: Google Earth]

Page | 651



early 1918.
Source:
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The road through Aveluy Wood to the Ancre Valley in

http://www.ossett.net/WW1/Bennett_Brook.html

Source:
http://www.ossett.net/WW1/Ezra_Squires.html
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often paid.

2016.

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits — mainly remaining wages — to soldiers or, in the case
of those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was

Christopher Jones had accrued a credit of £9 10s 7d and this was received by his mother, Ellen, at the

request of his father. Ellen received also the £3 War Gratuity.
The total payment, £12 10s 7d, is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £1900 in

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had
served in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had
served overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the
amount paid was related to the length of war service.

Data of entry thorein

Theatrs of War fless sarved %

’7 British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920

|

K. 1380

In the 1939 Register (29 September)
Robert Jones (born 18 February
1889), one of Christopher’s half-
brothers, was living at ‘Sunny Bank’,
Church Lane, Neston (next to the gas
works). It is believed that Robert
married Margaret Edwards (born 26
December 1889) in the Wrexham
area in July / September 1920 and
that they had several children. In
1939 Robert was recorded as a
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traction engine driver and living with them was unmarried daughter Margaret Alice
(born 8 December 1922, in domestic service, out of work). Margaret married Leslie
George Goodwin at Neston Parish Church in mid-1945.

Christopher’s half-brother James Jones (born 6 March 1891) married Sarah Ellen Elsie
Chatterton (born 13 December 1890) at Neston Parish Church in mid-1913 and it is
believed that they had at least two sons and five daughters. In the 1939 Register they
are recorded at 10 Mostyn Gardens, Parkgate, and James was a pump attendant and
gas lighter. With them were two of their unmarried children (a further four lines of the
entry have been redacted, as of March 2018):

Ethel born 15 May 1917 domestic servant (no record of her birth
has been found)
Annie born 12 March 1920 general servant.

It is believed that she married Stanley William Boswell at Neston Parish
Church in late 1939.

The four younger full-brothers of Christopher Jones, and his parents, were living in
Neston at the time of the 1939 Register:

Alfred born 27 July 1900 general labourer living at 10 Mayfield Gardens
Alfred married Maggie Phyllis Oxton (born 10 March 1901) at Neston

Parish Church inlate  fZ&” | oms@sy@mrs a7 2
1922 and they had
several children
(probably four, or
more - in the Register
three lines have been
redacted as of March
2018).

It is not known when
Alfred died or where
he is buried (it does
not seem to be at
Neston Parish Church)
but Maggie Phyllis
Jones died on Wirral
on 8 August 1956 aged 55 and is buried with her mother at Neston Parish
Church.

Samuel born 17 November 1902, a brickwork labourer living at 36 Mayfield
Gardens, Samuel was unmarried and living with him were parents James
(born 18 March 1867, retired colliery hewer) and Ellen (born 27 July 1880)
together with a Nellie Jones (unmarried, born 8 August 1879, daily
domestic in general service).
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Ellen Jones may have died, aged 61, in late 1941 but it is not known when
James died. Neither seems to have been buried at Neston Parish Church.
Samuel Henry Jones died on Wirral in early 1970.

Freddie born 27 January 1905 he married Alice Gill (born 12 October 1896) at a
Civil Marriage on Wirral in mid-1936. At the time of the 1939 Register
Freddie was a builder’s labourer and they were living at 3 Moorfield Drive,
Parkgate. They seem to have had a daughter, Anne R Jones, who was born
on Wirral in mid-1939 (one line, presumably the details of Anne, of the
Register entry has been redacted. No details are known for the deaths of
Freddie or Alice although it does not seem that they were buried at Neston
Parish Church.

Joseph born 20 February 1910 Joseph was married to Elizabeth E (born 10
November 1908) although no record of the marriage has been found. One
line of the entry has been redacted (as of March 2018) although no details
of the children of Joseph and Elizabeth are known.

No details are known of the death or burial place of either James or
Elizabeth Jones.
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