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32: Sydney Percival Gamon 

 

Sydney Percival Gamon was the eldest of the three sons (and there was one daughter) 
of John Percival and Margaret Alice Gamon of Leighton Banastre, Parkgate, a large 
house located behind the Parade which is now designated as a listed building.  
John Percival Gamon was a Solicitor and Notary, a partner in the firm of Gamon, 
Farmer & Co., Solicitors (Chester), Clerk to the Neston & Parkgate Urban District 
Council and Clerk to the Chester Rural Council. 
 

John Percival Gamon, the eldest son of John Gamon of Ashton Grange near Chester married Margaret 
Alice Geddes, the third daughter of Alexander Geddes of Liverpool on 11 Jan 1894. John Percival and 
Margaret lived at "Ashfield", Wrexham Road, Chester then at "High Croft" Chester and later at Neston. 
John Percival was a solicitor.  They had 3 sons: Sydney Percival born 1894, John born 1898 and 
Geoffrey Alexander born 1902. The eldest 2 sons were both pilots in the Royal Naval Air Service in 
WWI. Sydney was killed in a flying accident in 1918 and is buried at Neston. Geoffrey, an Imperial 
Airways pilot, was killed in an accident at Cairo in 1934. 
       [Source: http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/]  
 

At the time of the 1901 census the family was living at ‘Ashfield’ on the Wrexham Road, 
Chester, close to the site of the King’s School: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:          Sydney Percival Gamon  

Rank: Captain     

Battalion / Regiment:  Royal Flying Corps. and 5th Bn. Cheshire Regiment 

Service Number:   ? Date of Death: 23 March 1918  Age at Death: 23 

Buried / Commemorated at: Neston Cemetery  

Additional information given by CWGC:  The son of John Percival and Margaret Alice Gamon of Leighton 
Banastre, Parkgate, Cheshire 

1901 census – ‘Ashfield’, Wrexham Road, Chester 
 

 John Percival Gamon   36  solicitor and notary       born Chester 
 Margaret A.    35           born Bootle 
 Sydney P.      6           born Chester 
 Margaret J.      4           born Chester 
 John       2           born Chester 
 Nellie Manuell    24  servant, nurse        born Devonport 
 Alice Langford    18  housemaid        born Handley 
 Mary Ann Jones   29  cook         born Ruthin 
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By the time of the 1911 census the 
family had moved a short distance 
north, to Hough Green, on the other 
side of Westminster Park.  
Sydney (16), however, was recorded in 
the census as a boarder at Uppingham 
School, Rutland.  
 

 
 

 

John Percival Gamon died on 11 January 1934 at Llys y Gwynt Deganwy, 
Caernarvonshire. 
 

Margaret Alice Gamon died on 10 March 1953; her address was given as Grey Friars 
Cottage, Chester. 
 

Margaret Joyce Gamon was born on 28 August 1897 and she was baptised at Holy 
Trinity, Chester, on 27 September 1896. In mid-1923 she married Brigadier General 
Noel Hugh-Jones MC at St Mary’s Church, Chester, and it appears that they spent some 
time - possibly the whole of WW2 - in India as Margaret gave India as her previous 
place of domicile when she arrived back at Southampton on the P&O Strathnaver on 2 
May 1946. Margaret was then 49 and she gave her British address as Grey Friars 
Cottage, Chester, her mother’s home. Noel Hugh-Jones died 10 June 1952 at East 
Preston, Sussex, and Margaret died mid-1975 in Worthing. 
 

‘Ashfield’, Wrexham Road, Chester    
[Source: Google Street View] 

1911 census (condensed) – 21, Hough Green, Chester 
 

 John Percival Gamon  46  solicitor and notary       born Chester 
 Margaret Alice  45           born Bootle 
 Margaret Joyce  14           born Chester 
 John    12           born Chester 
 Geoffrey Alexander Percival   9           born Chester 
 Mary Roberts   28  domestic servant, waitress      born Rotherhithe 
 Mary Tinsley   28  servant, cook        born Threapwood 
 Emily Hindley   22  housemaid        born Chester 
 

 John and Margaret had been married for 17 years and all four children had survived. 
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Sydney Percival Gamon 

John Gamon was born 25 July 1898 and Major Geoffrey Alexander Percival Gamon was 
born 9 January 1902. In 1920 Geoffrey, aged 18, recorded that he was a law student 
when he arrived back at Liverpool on the SS Digby from St Johns, Newfoundland and he 
gave his address as 2 White Friars, Chester. Further details of these two brothers are 
given in this account. 
 

The following information, taken from the internet, has not been verified in full: 
 

‘He was said to have applied for the RNAS in August 1914 but in fact joined the 5th Cheshire Territorials 
as a Lieutenant in command of the machine gun section. Going to France with the Battalion in 
February 1915 he was later promoted Captain and "D" Company CO. In May 1916 he was transferred 
to the RFC and served as an observer until November 1916. Back in England he trained as a pilot and 
became a Flying Officer in March 1917’                
‘Capt S P Gamon of No 78 Sqn RFC, based at Sutton's Farm aerodrome, was killed in an accident while 
flying Sopwith Camel C6726 on 23 March 1918. He was practicing aerobatics near Hornchurch when 
the aeroplane entered a spinning nose dive and crashed’          
‘Sydney had a brother Geoffrey Alexander Percival Gamon, born 9 Jan. 1902, a Pilot with Imperial 
Airways flying out of London who was killed in an aeroplane accident at Cairo on 24 Oct. 1934 [The 
Marlborough College Register]’.   ‘I have come across another flyer in the Gamon family - Capt John 
Gamon DSC (b 25 July 1898 son of John Percival and Margaret A Gamon of Cheshire). He flew DH4s 
and had 7 victories:  Gamon, John, Flt Lt.  Born 25th July 1898  Entered the RNAS 30th July 1916.   
Joined 5 Sqdn September 1917 and later 205 Squadron 1st April 1918. Distinguished Service Cross 
gazetted 17th June 1918.   Also took part in the raid to Caix & Rosieres on 31st March 1918.    Survived 
the war’    [Source: http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/ ]     
 
‘He was killed whilst conducting aerobatics in Camel C6726 whilst serving with 78 Squadron, Royal 
Flying Corps. He was stationed at Sutton's Farm Aerodrome, in Hornchurch, Essex.     Captain Sydney 
Percival GAMON, Cheshire Regiment and R.F.C., who was killed accidentally while flying on March 
23rd, was the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Gamon, of 
Leighton Banastre, Parkgate, Cheshire, and was 23 years old. 
He was educated at St. Fillan's Heswall, The Leas, Hoylake, and 
Uppingham School. An application for entrance into the R.N.A.S. 
which he made in August, 1914, was refused, as he then held a 
commission in a Territorial Force as officer commanding the 
machine-gun section. This section was chiefly manned by men 
from the Chester Hydraulic Engineering Company, with whom 
he was completing a course of engineering, and he went to the 
front with his regiment in February, 1915 remaining with them 
there till May, 1916, and having during that time gained the 
permanent rank of captain. He then obtained leave to join the 
R.F.C., and was acting as observer in France from May to 
November, 1916, when he returned to England to take his 
pilot's course. Obtaining his wings early in 1917, he had since 
been engaged in the aerial defence of London. While flying in 
South Essex on March 23rd 1934 [sic] Captain Sydney Percival 
Gamon, Cheshires and R.F.C., was killed. At the inquest a verdict 
of "Accidental Death " was returned'.   
 

[Source, Flight Magazine, April 11th 1918 - Flight Archive,  
www.militaryimages.net/] 
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On the base of the cross at Neston Cemetery are three metal plaques 
inscribed:  

[front face] 'To the memory of Sydney Percival Gamon Capt. 5th 
Battn. Cheshire Regt. Pilot R.F.C. who was at the front in France from 
February 1915 to December 1916 and was afterwards engaged on the 
aerial defence of London where he was killed on March 23rd 1918 in 
his 23rd year'  

[left hand face] 'Remember also John Percival Gamon born on March 
23rd 1865 who passed over to join his son on January 11th 1934'    

[right hand face] 'Also remembering Margaret Alice Gamon Born 19th 
September 1866  Died 10th March 1953' 

Evening Telegraph - 
Monday 25 March 1918. 
The same report 
appeared in the Western 
Times on Tuesday 26 
March 1918 

Liverpool Echo – Tuesday 26 March 1918 

Sydney Percival Gamon's record with the Royal Flying Corps 
Royal Flying Corps - people index G - airhistory.org.uk [www.airhistory.org.uk/rfc/people_indexG.html] 
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John Gamon, the second son of John Percival and Margaret 
Gamon, was born in Chester on 25 July 1898. 
 

John Gamon entered the Royal Naval Air Service as a 
probationary temporary flight sub-lieutenant, being 
commissioned as a flight sub-lieutenant on 30 July 1916, five 
days after his 18th birthday. Assigned to No. 5 Squadron 
RNAS, flying the DH.4, Gamon gained his first victory on 8 
December 1917 forcing down an Albatross D.V over 
Aertrycke airfield. He was promoted to flight lieutenant on 
31 December 1917. John Gamon's next victory came on 30 
March 1918 when he destroyed a Fokker Dr.I during the First 
Battle of Villers-Bretonneux – it was for this that he was 
awarded the DSC. 
Two days later, on 1 April, the Royal Naval Air Service and 
the Army's Royal Flying Corps were merged to form the 
Royal Air Force, and No. 5 Squadron RNAS was renamed No. 
205 Squadron RAF. Gamon was promoted to captain on 4 
April. He accounted for two more enemy aircraft on 23 April, 
and shared two more on 3 May, all over Chaulnes. His 
seventh and final victory came on 20 May, destroying a Pfalz 
D.III over Mericombe. 
He left the RAF in June 1919 but returned to military service 
during World War II, being commissioned as a probationary 
pilot officer "for the duration of hostilities" in the RAF 
Volunteer Reserve on 27 September 1940. 

He was confirmed in his appointment, and 
promoted to the war substantive rank of flying 
officer on 27 September 1941 and was promoted 
to flight lieutenant on 1 January 1944. 
 

He remained in the Air Force Reserves after the 
war, finally relinquishing his commission on 10 
February 1954, being permitted to retain the 
rank of flight lieutenant. Gamon died on 5 
December 1976, and he, alongside his father and 
brothers, is commemorated in a window in the 
cloister of Chester Cathedral. 
 

[Adapted from: 
http://www.wikiwand.com/en/John_Gamon] 

British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920 

Chester Chronicle - Saturday 11 May 1918 
 

In addition to recording the death of Sydney 
Gamon, this report also notes the award of the 
Distinguished Flying Cross to Flight Commander 
John Gamon, Sydney’s younger brother. His 
citation read: 
 

Flight Lieutenant John Gamon, RNAS. 
For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. 
On 30 March 1918, whilst returning from a 
bombing raid, he was attacked by three enemy 
triplanes, one of which he brought down and 
drove off the other two. He has carried out very 
many bombing raids on enemy lines of 
communication, aerodromes, and dumps. His 
work has always been of the greatest merit, 
and he has set a splendid example to those 
around him. 

A sidenote – John Gamon 
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Chester Chronicle - Saturday 30 March 1918 

Chelmsford Chronicle - Friday 29 March 1918 
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It is of interest that the WW1 Memorial Window in Neston Parish Church was created 
by Sydney’s paternal uncle, Gilbert Percival Gamon. Further details of the window and 
of Gilbert Percival Gamon are given in Volume 1 : An Introduction of this work and an 
outline family tree of the Gamon family is shown on the following page of this account. 
 

Sidney Percival Gamon was flying a 
Sopwith Camel when he died. 
The Sopwith Camel was a British First 
World War single-seat biplane fighter 
aircraft introduced on the Western 
Front in 1917. Manufactured by the 
Sopwith Aviation Company, it used a 
rotary engine, and had twin 
synchronized machine guns. Though 
difficult to handle it offered very 
good manoeuvrability to an 
experienced pilot. Camel pilots were 
credited with shooting down 1,294 
enemy aircraft, more than any other 
Allied fighter of the conflict. It also 
served as a ground-attack aircraft, 
especially towards the end of the 
war when it had become outclassed in the air-to-air role. 

[Text and photographs: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sopwith_Camel] 

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 
 

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of 
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives.  
 

Sydney Gamon had accrued credits of £4 4s, £9 11s 5d, £3 12 8d and a ‘transfer’ payment of £171 14s 9d (the 
significance of this is unknown). There is no indication of a named legatee although some of the money was 
paid through an account of Cox & Co., one of the finance agents used by officers in the armed forces. 
The total payment, £189 2s 10d, is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £28750 in 
2016. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sopwith_Camel
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  Jessie Rose      Geoffrey Percival            Hugh Percival      Humphrey 
  born Neston       born Neston                        born Chester     born Chester 

   Great Boughton           Towcester, Northants. 
              April / June 1863           July / September 1876 
Emily Hignett ========================== John Gamon ==================== Mary Ellen Vernon 

John Percival Gamon === Margaret Alice Geddes    Mary Christabel         Harry      Helen Maude      Gilbert  
born Chester 23 March        born 19 September 1866     born Gt. Boughton     Percival    born mid-1869   Percival 
1865          died 10 March 1953              mid-1866      born Gt. Boughton                born Neston
                        late 1867                 mid-1871 
        

Sydney Percival     Margaret Joyce                 John                            Geoffrey Alexander Percival 
born Chester late 1894     born Chester 28 August 1897       born Chester                 born Chester 9 January 1902 
killed 23 March 1918     died mid-1975       25 July 1898                 killed 24 October 1934 
            died 5 December 1976    
 

Abbreviated Gamon family tree 

Sydney Percival Gamon is the subject of this account. 

Harry Percival Gamon, Sydney’s uncle, was a Stocks and Shares Broker, married to Ada (nee Holroyd). In 
1901 They lived at Dee Royal, Telegraph Road, Heswall, with their children John Lionel Percival Gamon 
(aged 3) and Harry Percival Gamon (aged 7 months). John Gamon was born in Bramley, Yorkshire on 14 
April 1897 and baptised on 19 May 1897 at St Peter’s Church, Bramley, Yorkshire. In WW1 he served 
with 'C' Company 1st Battalion Border Regiment (attached to 51st Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers).He 
arrived in France with the Battalion on 22 August 1916 and took part as a front line soldier in the Battle 
of Cambrai. On Tuesday 4 June 1918, whilst on home leave awaiting his return to the front line, he was 
training recruits in Redcar, Yorkshire, when he was accidently shot and killed, aged 21. His funeral took 
place on Saturday 8 June 1918 at St.James’s Church, Christleton, Chester. 

Gilbert Percival Gamon, Sydney’s uncle, constructed the memorial window in Neston Parish Church. 

Geoffrey Percival Gamon, Gilbert’s half-brother, was a director of Williams, Gamon & Co., (Kaleyards) 
Ltd., Chester, the leaded-lights manufacturer. 

John Gamon, Sydney and Geoffrey’s brother, was a WW1 flying ace. 

Geoffrey Alexander Percival Gamon, Sydney and John’s brother, died on 24 October 1934, supposedly 
killed in an aeroplane accident at Cairo, is commemorated in a window in the cloisters at Chester 
Cathedral. This is a part of the larger Gamon window. 
Geoffrey’s address was recorded as The Old Farm, Gayton, Heswall, and it Is understood that he died at 
the Heliopolis House Hotel, Heliopolis, Cairo, a common haunt of pilots and air crew at that time. His 
effects went to his widow, Mary Esther Gamon. 
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The Sydney Percival Gamon 
segments of the window are 
shown on the following page 

The Gamon window in the cloisters in Chester Cathedral 
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This window is dedicated in loving memory of Sydney Percival Gamon, Captain 5th Battn. 
Cheshire Regiment, pilot Royal Flying Corps who was killed whilst engaged in the aerial 
defence of London March 23rd 1918, aged 23. 


