31: Norman Roe Foster
Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:

Norman Roe Foster

Rank: Lieutenant
Battalion / Regiment:

1st/7th Bn. Cheshire Regiment

Service Number: ?

Date of Death: 26 March 1917

Buried / Commemorated at:

Age at Death:

26

Gaza War Cemetery, Gaza, Gaza Strip

Additional information given by CWGC: The son of Harry and Mary Jane Foster, of Glenton House, Bull Hill,
Little Neston. Born at Burnley, Lancashire

Although no additional details are given there, Norman Roe Foster is commemorated
also on the Burnley Roll of Honour [http://burnleyinthegreatwar.info/]
Norman Roe Foster was the son of Harry Foster who lived at Glenton House, Bull Hill,
Little Neston and he was educated at Manchester Grammar School, the King’s School,
Chester and the Cheshire County (University of Manchester) Agricultural College 1.
Norman’s father, Harry Foster married Mary Jane Roe in Chorlton, Lancashire, in late
1877. At the time of the 1901 census Harry Foster (45, born Halifax, ‘terra cotta & brick
works manager and accountant’) was living with his wife (Mary Jane Foster, 44, born
Manchester) and son Norman Roe Foster (11, born Burnley), together with a servant, at
St Anne’s Road East, St Annes-on-Sea. Norman’s birth was recorded in Burnley in the
3rd quarter of 1890.
By the time of the 1911 census Norman, 20, was shown as boarding in Hastings where
he was an articled clerk to a surveyor. In the same census his parents are shown as
being at 6, Beach Road, St Annes-on-the-Sea [a
house with 10 rooms] where, despite the census
return being addressed to him, both Harry Foster
and Mary Jane, are recorded as ‘visitor’ although
no other family is recorded. Harry Foster, 53, is
recorded as a ‘representative, brick & terra cotta
works’; Harry & Mary had been married for 23
years and, of their 4 children, 3 had survived.
With them in the house was ‘Basil Boddington’,
2, recorded as a son, together with a domestic
nurse and a domestic servant. Harry Foster is
recorded in Kelly’s Directory (1923) as living at
Glenton House, Little Neston but it is unclear as
Glenton House on Bull Hill, Little Neston
to when the family moved to the town.
[August 2014]

1

This was probably the Holmes Chapel College of Agriculture, founded in 1895, which was established in association with
the University of Manchester and funded by Cheshire County Council. In 1919 its operations moved to Reaseheath, near
Nantwich
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1911 census (condensed) – 22 Holmesdale Gardens, Hastings

Norman Roe Foster, 20, single, was one of four boarders at a house run by Arthur George Norris in Hastings.
Norman, born in Burnley, was an articled clerk to a surveyor, presumably with ‘Messrs. Woodham, Son &
Parks, Estate Agents of Hastings’ as mentioned in the newspaper report following his death.

The newspaper reports of Norman’s death record that he ‘…was articled to Messrs.
Woodham, Son & Parks, estate agents of Hastings, and afterwards took a post under
the Government Land Valuation Department, being stationed in Liverpool’. It is noted
also that he joined the Cheshires on the first day of the war and fought at Suvla Bay,
Gallipoli, where he was twice injured and hospitalised.
Both the 1/6th & 1/7th Battalions Cheshire Regiment were Territorial Forces which were
formed on 4 August 1914 with the 1/7th Battalion being stationed at Macclesfield as
part of the Cheshire Brigade of the Welsh Division. The troops then moved to
Shrewsbury and on to Northampton before, in November 1914, being mobilised for
war leaving the Welsh Division and landing in France where they joined the G.H.Q.
Troops. [A General Headquarters, known as a G.H.Q., was formed for each theatre of
war, often when the build-up of British forces became too large or complex for the
local forces there to retain adequate command. If, however, the General Officer
Commanding reported to another British General, then the headquarters was known as
an HQ. A GHQ/HQ would carry a complement of guard, transport and signals troops.
[Source: The Long, Long Trail http://www.1914-1918.net/ghq.htm]

Wikipedia records that:- The landing at Suvla Bay was an amphibious landing made at
Suvla on the Aegean coast of Gallipoli peninsula in the Ottoman Empire as part of the
August Offensive, the final British attempt to break the deadlock of the Battle of Gallipoli.
The landing, which commenced on the night of 6 August 1915, was intended to support a
breakout from the Anzac sector, five miles (8 km) to the south.
Despite facing light opposition, the landing at Suvla was mismanaged from the outset and
quickly reached the same stalemate conditions that prevailed on the Anzac and Helles
fronts. On 15 August, after a week of indecision and inactivity, the British commander at
Suvla, Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick Stopford was dismissed. His performance in
command was one of the most incompetent feats of generalship of the First World War.
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On 17 December 1914 the troops
transferred to the 15th Brigade of the
5th Division and on 1 March 1915 they
transferred to G.H.Q. troops.
Between August and December 1915
the 1/7th Battalion was in the 159th
Infantry Brigade of the 53rd Division
Extract from The London Gazette, 13 November 1914,
and the troops landed on ‘C’ Beach at
recording Norman Roe’s promotion to Second Lieutenant.
Suvla Bay in Gallipoli at 6.30am on 9
August. The final weeks of the Battalion’s contribution in the disastrous campaign in
Gallipoli are detailed briefly in the War Diary and, as Norman Roe is mentioned three
times (with reference to his hospitalisation, although the reasons for this are unknown)
this episode is worth recording:
ANAFARA SAGHIR
18/9/15
Trench mortar blew up while being fired from saphead, killed 2 men wounded one. At
approx.. 17.00 the line from CHOCOLATE HILL to extreme left was bombarded for some minutes by
Turks with HE shells, but no attack followed.
20/9/15
Relieved by 40th BDE and proceeded to Divisional reserve on No. 1 Beach LALA BABA.
Lieut. H.C. RIPPON to Hospital.
20/9/15 to 30/9/15 Divisional reserve LALA BABA. 2nd Lieut. N.R. FOSTER to Hospital 22.9.15.
1/10/15 to 31/10/15 Corps Reserve LALA BABA.
19/10/15
Battalion rearmed with short rifles and long bayonets.
1/11/15
Corps Reserve LALA BABA employed constructing defences LALA BABA.
9/11/15 to 18/11/15 From 19.30 the 1/7 Cheshire Regt. was in a constant state of readiness to move
till 48.30 18/11/15. 6/11/15 Capt. G.E. NELSON rejoined from ENGLAND and took over Adjutant.
17/11/15 2 Ln. N.R. FOSTER rejoined from ALEXANDRA.
20/11/15 to 22/11/15 3 officers & 100 men garrisoned LALA BABA defences trenches A3 and A6
nightly from 16.30 to 05.00.
25/11/15 ------------------------------------------------ do.-----------------------------------------------------------27/11/15
The Battn. less 2 Coys was attached to Highland Mounted Brigade & proceed[ed] to
SOUTH AREA and occupied trenches in Brigade Reserve. The weather was very cold & a lot of
casualties were caused by chill and frost bite. Remaining 2 Coys remained with 159 Inf. Bde. and were
attached to 1/4 Cheshire Regt.
1/12/15 to 9/12/15 Battn. less two Coys attached Highland Mounted Brigade.
9/12/15 to 12/12/15 Battn. moved to LALA BABA. Employed on defences LALA BABA.
2nd. Lt. N.R. FOSTER Hospt. 11/12/15.
12/12/15
Evacuated SUVLA embarked on SS ERMINE.
13/12/15
Transhipped to HMT ASCANIA.
WARDAN, EGYPT
18/12/15 to 30/12/15 Arrived & disembarked ALEXANDRI and embarked for
WARDAN. Arrived WARDAN.
30/12/15 to 31/12/15 WARDAN name changed to BENI SALAM Camp.

It is unknown why Alexandria is referred to as both Alexandra and Alexandri.
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Following the unsuccessful Gallipoli campaign the evacuation of 80,000 troops from
Suvla and Anzac, with much of their equipment, was completed by 20 December, and
without significant loss as the Turks did not realise that the troops were being
withdrawn.
Having arrived in Egypt the men of the 1/7th Battalion Cheshire Regiment remained in
camp (nothing is known of the Beni Salam camp) although the movements and
whereabouts of Norman Foster (who was last recorded as being in hospital on 11
December) are unknown. The 1/7th Battalion was in the 159th (Cheshire) Brigade and
part of the 53rd (Welsh) Division. The brigade, under Brigadier-General Noel Ernest
Money, served in the Middle East throughout WW1.
Norman Foster’s death on 26 March 1917 took place in Gaza and coincides with The
First Battle of Gaza, a one-day conflict:
The First Battle of Gaza was fought on 26 March 1917 during the first attempt by the Egyptian
Expeditionary Force (EEF) to invade the south of Palestine in the Ottoman Empire during the
Sinai and Palestine Campaign of the First World War. Fighting took place in and around the
town of Gaza on the Mediterranean coast when infantry and mounted infantry from the Desert
Column, a component of the Eastern Force, attacked the town. Late in the afternoon, on the
verge of capturing Gaza, the Desert Column was withdrawn due to concerns about the
approaching darkness and large Ottoman reinforcements. This British defeat was followed a
few weeks later by the even more emphatic defeat of the Eastern Force at the Second Battle of
Gaza in April 1917.
In August 1916 the EEF victory at Romani ended the possibility of land-based attacks on the
Suez Canal, first threatened in February 1915 by the Ottoman Raid on the Suez Canal. In
December 1916, the newly created Desert Column's victory at the Battle of Magdhaba secured
the Mediterranean port of El Arish and the supply route, water pipeline, and railway stretching
eastwards across the Sinai Peninsula. In January 1917 the victory of the Desert Column at the
Battle of Rafa completed the capture of the Sinai Peninsula and brought the EEF within striking
distance of Gaza.
In March, two months later, Gaza was attacked by Eastern Force infantry from the 52nd
(Lowland) Division reinforced by an infantry brigade. This attack was protected from the threat
of Ottoman reinforcements by the Anzac Mounted Division and a screen from the Imperial
Mounted Division. The infantry attack from the south and southeast on the Ottoman garrison
in and around Gaza was strongly resisted. While the Imperial Mounted Division continued to
hold off threatening Ottoman reinforcements, the Anzac Mounted Division attacked Gaza from
the north. They succeeded in entering the town from the north, while a joint infantry and
mounted infantry attack on Ali Muntar captured the position. However, the lateness of the
hour, the determination of the Ottoman defenders, and the threat from the large Ottoman
reinforcements approaching from the north and north east, resulted in the decision by the
Eastern Force to retreat. It has been suggested this move snatched defeat from the jaws of
victory. [https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Battle_of_Gaza]

The War Diary of the 1/7th Battalion Cheshire Regiment for the period of this conflict, if
it still exists, is currently unavailable (October 2018) and no details of Norman Foster’s
involvement or death are known. However, Arthur Crookenden recorded the events:
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[Text and map from:
The History of the Cheshire Regiment in
the Great War, 1914 – 1918 Arthur
Crookenden, Colonel of the Regiment
WH Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd. 1938]

The location of Ali el Muntar, c
where Norman Roe Foster was
encircled in purple.
The brief record of Norman Foster’s
death in ‘ULULA’ The Manchester
Grammar School Magazine, No. 333.
MAY. 1917
[Source:
http://www.worldwar1schoolarchives.org/]

The map shows the position of
the 159th Brigade (53rd Division)
in the western sector (lower
left on map) of the conflict
zone:
Mediterranean

Source: http://alihollington.typepad.com/historic_battlefields/2014/03/first-battle-of-gaza.html
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Birkenhead News – Saturday 7 April 1917
Almost identical reports appeared in the Chester
Chronicle of Saturday 14 April 1917 and the
Liverpool Echo of Thursday 5 April 1917
British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929
In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often
paid.
Norman Foster had accrued credits of £105 8s 1d and £37 11s - considerable amounts – and it is recorded that
this was ‘transferred’ although the significance of this is unknown and no legatee/benefactor is named. A War
Gratuity of £6 was also paid.
The total payment, £148 19s 1d, is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £22650 in
2018.
The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount
paid was related to the length of war service.
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