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1901 census (extract) – Ness 
 

Thomas Cottrell  73  farm labourer        born Ness 
 Mark Ellis   34  son-in-law, coal miner (under)     born Heswall 
 Emma    32  daughter        born Ness 
 Charles     7  grandson        born Ness 
 Thomas     3  grandson        born Neston 
 Alfred      2  grandson        born Ness 
 

29: Thomas Ellis 

 

The son of collier Mark & Emma Ellis of Ness, Thomas was baptised (privately) at 
Neston 26 February 1898 and he was just 17 when he died. 
 

Edward Mark Ellis married Emma Cottrell, a daughter of Thomas and Margaret Cottrell 
of Ness, at Toxteth Park in July / September 1895. Emma already had an illegitimate 
son, Charles Cottrell, who had been baptised at Neston on 30 June 1893 when Emma 
was recorded as single woman, Ness. Thomas Cottrell, Emma’s father, was recorded as 
a colliery labourer in the 1881 census (aged 54) but in 1891, now a widower (and 
recorded as being aged 62) with unmarried children Emma (27) and Alfred (12) at 
home in Ness, he was listed as a labourer.  
 

Margaret Cottrell, Emma’s mother, was buried at Neston Parish Church on 9 October 
1889 when she was aged 65. 
 

Emma’s age is variously recorded but it is known that she was baptised at Neston 
Parish Church on 17 August 1866 when her father was recorded as a labourer. 
On 1 May 1896 Mark and Emma baptised their first child, John, at Neston. John died on 
3 October 1897 and was buried, aged 17 months, on 16 October. 
 

At the time of the 1901 census Mark and Emma and their family were living with 
Emma’s father, Thomas, in Ness: 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:          T. Ellis  

Rank: Private   

Battalion / Regiment:  13th Bn.  Cheshire Regiment 

Service Number:   W/28  Date of Death: 08 November 1915  Age at Death: ? 

Buried / Commemorated at: Tancrez Farm Military Cemetery, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium & 
Neston Parish Church headstone  

Additional information given by CWGC: None 
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1911 census (condensed) - 2 Sunset Cottages, Well Lane, Ness 
 

 Mark Ellis   50  coal miner, hewer            born Heswall 
 Emma    44        born Ness 
 Charles Cottrell  17  labourer, farm     born Ness 
 Thomas Cottrell  33  boarder, horseman, farm   born Ness 
 Thomas Ellis   13        born Neston 
 Alfred    11        born Ness 
 William     9        born Ness 
 Margaret       5        born Ness 
 Samuel        3        born Ness 
 

Mark and Emma had been married for 15 years and five of their six children had survived. 
  

In the 1901 census Charles Cottrell has been recorded as Charles Ellis. 
Thomas Cottrell, Emma’s father, was buried at Neston on 5 January 1905 aged 77 and 
at the time of the 1911 census the Ellis family was living at Sunset Cottages, near the 
southern junction of Well Lane and Burton Road, in Ness: 

 

 
The child of Mark and Emma Ellis who died was John; he was 
baptised at Neston on 1 May 1896 and died, aged 17 months, 
on 3 October 1897. 
Charles Cottrell, shown as 17 in the 1911 census, was Emma’s 
illegitimate son. He died on 18 September 1967. 
The identity of Thomas Cottrell, 33, is uncertain although he 
may have been a nephew of Emma. 
 

On leaving school Thomas Ellis worked as a farm labourer for 
Thomas Edward Johnson who ran Laburnum Farm (off Mill 
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Birkenhead Advertiser – 20 November 1915 

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 20 November 1915 

Lane, Ness) but when he was aged just 16 
years 9 months (this would have been about 
November 1914) he enlisted, in Neston, for 
the ‘Wirral Battalion’, the 13th Battalion 
Cheshire Regiment, part of the 74th Brigade, 
25th Division. Thomas was, therefore, below 
the accepted age for enlistment - it is quite 
possible that he lied about his age. 
 

The battalion landed in France on 25 
September 1915 and concentrated in the 
area of Nieppe. As Thomas Ellis was killed just 
6 weeks after he arrived in France (and just a 
year after his enlistment), and before his 
regiment was involved in the principal 
actions on the Western Front, the 
circumstances of his death are unknown.  
 

 
 
 
 
Although the available information states that 
Thomas was killed in France he was buried just 
over the border at Tancrez Farm Cemetery, 17km 
south of Ypres in Belgium.  

The commune of Ploegsteert remained under 
Allied occupation for much of the First World 
War, but was in German hands from 10 April to 
29 September 1918. Tancrez Farm Cemetery 
stands behind a rebuilt farm house which during 
the war housed an aid post. It was begun in 
December 1914 and was carried on by field 
ambulances and fighting units until March 1918. 
The cemetery now contains 333 Commonwealth 
burials and commemorations of the First World 
War. [CWGC] 

 



Page | 508 
 

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 
 

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of 
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often 
paid. 
Thomas Ellis had accrued two credits, one of £3 9s 10d and a second of 10s 5d. These were received by his 
mother Emma, as sole legatee. Emma received also the £4 10s War Gratuity.  
The total payment, £8 10s 3d, is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £1350 in 2017. 
 

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served 
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served 
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount 
paid was related to the length of war service. 

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 20 November 1915 
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The Ellis/Cottrell family gravestone, Neston Parish Church 

The grave of Thomas and Margaret Cottrell, the parents 
of Emma Ellis, in Neston Parish Churchyard. The stone is 
flaking and much of the inscription has fallen away. 

The War Grave of Thomas Ellis at Tancrez 
Farm Military Cemetery, Belgium.     
[Source: CWGC] 

British Army WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914 - 1920 

 

At the time of the 1939 Register (29 September) Alfred Ellis (born 17 September 1899), 
Thomas’s younger brother, was living at 2 Sunset Cottages in Ness, the long-time Ellis 
family home. Alfred was unmarried and was recorded as a permanent way labourer - 
he worked on the local railway track.  Alfred died on 10 January 1978 aged 78. 
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In the household with Alfred was Charles Cottrell (born 20 May 1893), Alfred’s half-
brother (the illegitimate son of Alfred’s mother). Charles was recorded as a cowman. 
He died on 18 September 1967 aged 74. 
Also in the household was Margaret Wildblood (born 16 October 1905), the youngest 
daughter of Mark and Emma Ellis. Margaret married George William Wildblood (born 
14May 1911) in mid-1936 1 although he wasn’t recorded in the household in the 
Register. 
Two lines of the Register entry have been redacted but it is known that George and 
Margaret had two children: 
 Douglas A  born late 1936 
 Jean L  born late 1939 
George William Wildblood died on Wirral in 
late 1974 but it is not known when Margaret 
died although she, George and Hector and 
Jean MacDonald (it is presumed that Jean was 
the daughter born in 1939) are 
commemorated on a slab on the Ellis grave in Neston Parish Church. 
 

In the 1939 Register William Ellis (born 21 July 1901), a builder’s labourer, was living at 
57 Mayfield Gardens with his wife Sarah. William had married Sarah Abel (born 15 
September 1906) in a Civil Marriage on Wirral in July / September 1929 and it is known 
that they had four children (and four lines of the 1939 Register entry have been 
redacted): 
 William K.  born early 1930 
 Margaret M. born mid-1932 
 Betty   born mid-1933 
 Thomas A.  born late 1935 
William Ellis snr died on Wirral in late 1976 although it is not certain when Sarah died. 
 

Samuel Ellis (born 24 February 1908), the youngest child of Mark and Emma Ellis, was 
recorded in the 1939 Register as living at 13 Cottage Close, Burton Road with his wife 
Joyce.  Samuel married Joyce Prosser (born19 October 1907) in a Civil Marriage on 
Wirral in mid-1930 and it is known that they had at least two children (although three 
lines of the Register entry have been redacted): 
 Molly   born early 1931 
 Thomas E  born late 1935 
Joyce Prosser was a daughter of William Prosser who died from gas shell poisoning in 
France in July 1918 [see 72: William Prosser in this work]. 
It is not known when Samuel Ellis died but it is believed that Joyce Ellis died in Anglesey 
in early 1977. 

                                                           
1 Bizarrely, the Birkenhead marriage Register for April / June 1936 records Margaret Ellis having married a Wildbllod with 
no details entered of her spouse. For the same quarter-year, the Birmingham Marriage Register recorded the marriage of 
George William Wildblood to an Ellis but without any further details.  


