23: Harry Edward Dayas
Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:

H. E. Dayas

Rank: Private
Battalion / Regiment:

13th Bn. Cheshire Regiment

Service Number:

1132

Buried / Commemorated at:
Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France

Date of Death: 10 June 1917

Age at Death:

?

Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Bailleul, Departement du Nord,

Additional information given by CWGC: None

Harry Edward [‘Dick’] Dayas was ‘about 20’ according to the Chester Chronicle
(although he was probably aged 24) when he died after being wounded in France.

1901 census (extract) – Moorside, Neston
Jane A. Dayas
Arthur
Winifred
Harry E.
Harry Hemming

33
13
10
8
27

Maud Hemming

5

widow, manageress (laundry)

widower, brother-in-law, paver,
road labourer

born Hereford
born Wem, Shropshire
born Wem, Shropshire
born Ludlow, Shropshire
born Cheltenham
born Cheltenham

Harry Edward Dayas, often known as ‘Dick’, was a son of coachman John Charles and
laundress Jane (‘Jenny’) Adelaide Dayas and he was born in Wem in early 1893.
John Charles Dayas married Jane Adelaide James in Wem in late 1886 but he died
sometime before the 1901 census although no record of his death has been found.
Harry’s mother became the manageress of the Neston Laundry (the Neston & Parkgate
Hygienic Laundry & Cleaning Company) and his brother,
Arthur James Dayas, became an army lieutenant and
was injured early in the war. Arthur married and
emigrated to Australia at the end of the war and he died
on 2 January 1963 in Toowoomba, Queensland.
At the time of the 1911 census the family was living at
Deeside Cottage on Old Quay Lane, Parkgate, close to
the laundry.
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1911 census – Deeside Cottage, Neston
Jenny Adelaide Dayas

42 widow, manageress, laundry (steam)

Arthur James

24 assistant foreman, motor tyre works

Winifred Francis

22 assistant manageress, laundry (steam)

Harry Edward

18 apprentice dyer & cleaner, dyeing and
cleaning works
43 general servant (domestic)

Elizabeth Evans

born Pembridge,
Hereford
born Wem,
Shropshire
born Wem,
Shropshire
born Ludlow,
Shropshire
born Newtown,
Montgomery

Harry Dayas enlisted at Neston but, as his Service Records have not been found, no
detail is known of his army career or death. Harry’s Service Number was W/1132 – the
W prefix was used for members of the Cheshire Regiment.
The 13th (Service) Battalion Cheshire Regiment, unofficially the Wirral Battalion, was
formed at Port Sunlight on 1 September 1914 by Gershom Stewart MP and was based
at Chester. In October 1914 the battalion moved to Salisbury Plain and came under the
orders of 74th Brigade in 25th Division in Kitchener's Third New Army. By December
1914 the battalion was in billets in Bournemouth, moving to Aldershot for final training
in May 1915 before, on 25 September 1915, being mobilised and landing in France.
Their first action was in defence of the German attack on Vimy Ridge in May 1916, then
moving to the Somme, joining the action just after the main attack with the 75th
Brigade. The Division was in action at The Battle of Bazentin, The Battle of Pozieres and
The Battle of the Ancre Heights. In 1917 they were in action at The Battle of Messines
attacking between the Wulverghem-Messines and Wulverghem-Wytschaete roads and
the date of Harry Dayas’s death, 10 June 1917, suggests that he was injured in this last
action before dying of his wounds.
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The 25th Division, with which Harry was serving, was selected to be one that would
make the assault and was placed in the front line between the two main roads with the
New Zealand Division to the right and the 36th (Ulster) Division to the left. The 74th
Brigade, including the 25th Division, led the main attack with the 7th Brigade on its left
and with the 75th Brigade in close support. In addition to its own field artillery, the
Division enjoyed the support of the Guards Division artillery and 34th, 93rd and 2nd New
Zealand Army Field Brigades RFA. Two huge mines were exploded at the start of the
attack, at Spanbroekmolen and Ontario Farm just outside the boundaries of the
Divisional front and the Division lost 24 infantry company commanders during this
initial stage. Although the action in total led to 145 officers and 2907 men being killed,
wounded or missing, it was considered a success.
A note on Harry’s Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects records that he died at the 1st
Australian Casualty Clearing Station in Belgium although it was actually located at
Bailleul in France, adjacent to the border. The hospital had moved to Bailleul (to a site
called St Joseph College) from Estaires in May 1917 in readiness for the casualties
expected in that area from the forthcoming actions and, and between 6 - 9 June 2,450
wounded were admitted.
Arthur Crookenden, the Colonel of the Cheshire Regiment made the following
comments on The Battle of Messines:
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The History of the Cheshire Regiment in the Great War : 1914 - 1918 Arthur Crookenden,
Colonel of the Regiment WH Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd. 1938
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Cheshire Observer - 26 December
1914
The History of the Cheshire Regiment
in the Great War : 1914 - 1918

Transcript (part)
ROLL OF HONOUR – Considering the large number of
men supplied to the Army and Navy by Neston and
district, the local casualty list has not been a heavy
one, although our boys have gone through plenty of
fighting. The recent death in action, however, of
Private Dick Dayas is most pathetic. Mrs Dayas was
expecting her son home on special leave, and on
Saturday waited up very late for him, but to her very
great disappointment he did not turn up. On the
Sunday morning a letter was received from the War
Office announcing the death of her son in action in
France, which had taken place one day during the
past week. Private Dayas was of the 13th Cheshires,
and about 20 years of age. His brother, Lieut. Arthur
Dayas, was wounded at the commencement of the
war. ‘Dick’ was a great favourite (especially amongst
the workers at the local laundry of which his mother
is manageress) and much sympathy is extended to
Mrs Dayas and family in their bereavement.

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 14 July 1917
Chester Chronicle - Saturday 23 June 1917
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Chester Chronicle - Saturday 7 July 1917

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 23 June 1917

Chester Chronicle - Saturday 23 June 1917

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929
In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often
paid.
Harry Dayas had accrued a credit of £6 8s 5d and this was received by his mother, Jenny Adelaide Dayas. In
addition, a War Gratuity of £13 was payable and this was shared unequally by Jenny (payments of £8 13s 4d
and £2 3s 4d) and Harry’s married sister Winifred Francis Cunningham (£2 3s 4d). A note against these
payments stated share due to brother issued on guarantee; he was Arthur James Dayas.
The total payment, £19 8s 5d, is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £3000 in 2016.
The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount
paid was related to the length of war service.

Very little additional detail is known of
the Dayas family although Winifred,
Harry’s older sister, married Francis
Cunningham, an Irish soldier in early
1915.
None of the family has been found in the
1939 Register.
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British Army WWI Medal
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