17: Donald Herbert Culbard
Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:

Donald Herbert Culbard

Rank: Sergeant
Battalion / Regiment:

52nd Bn. Australian Infantry [Australian Imperial Force]

Service Number:

2330

Date of Death: 28 August 1917

Age at Death:

21

Buried / Commemorated at:
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Ypres (Ieper), West Flanders, Belgium and
Dollar Academy War Memorial
Additional information given by CWGC: The son of Wallace and Emlie Culbard of Parkgate Road, Neston. A
native of Dollar, Scotland.

The National Archives of Australia records, for their WW1 records:
Culbard Donald Herbert : SERN 2330 : POB Liverpool England : POE Keswick SA :
NOK M Culbard Emily [source: http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/]
Donald Culbard was born in India (1911 census) although it appears that his birth was
registered in Birkenhead in the last quarter of 1895 and that he was baptised at
Egremont on 8 January 1896.
The book Hillfoots Armed Forces Fatalities 1914 – 1919 (compiled by Ian Middleton)
looks in detail at armed forces personnel from the Hillfoots towns of Clackmannanshire
who died in WW1 and notes:
DONALD HERBERT CULBARD Born at Liverpool, England. Youngest son of Wallace
and Emily Culbard, of Park Gate Road, Neston, Cheshire, England. Father’s
occupation: tea planter, Soongal, India. Educated at Dollar Academy. He boarded
with Mr Malcolm and left in 1911. Occupation: apprentice baker. Subsequently
he emigrated to Adelaide, South Australia, where he was engaged in farming.
Sergeant 2330 Australian Infantry, A.I.F. 52nd Bn. He attested at Keswick, South
Australia on 06/04/1915. He saw active service in Egypt and at Gallipoli. He had
been six months in France when he was killed. Killed in action on 28/08/1917,
aged 21. Belgium YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL Panel 7 - 17 - 23 - 25 - 27 - 29
- 31. Also commemorated at Dollar Academy.
[Source: http://www.scotlandswar.ed.ac.uk/sites/default/files/pdf_Hillfoots_Fatalities.pdf]

It is known that Donald Culbard was a Private in the 12th Infantry Battalion, 7th
Reinforcements, when he sailed for service in Europe and that he embarked on the
RMS Persia at Melbourne, Victoria, on 10 June 1915. He was then 19 and his
occupation was recorded as being a baker. Donald had enlisted on 6 April 1915 and his
daily rate of pay, both before and after embarkation, was 5s per day (with an additional
1s per day of Deferred Pay which was ‘…only Issuable on Completion of Service with
Expeditionary Force’. He gave his religion as Church of England and it was recorded that
he was single. [http://www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/R1741646/]
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The only census record of the Culbard family in Neston (or, indeed, anywhere in
England & Wales) was in 1911 when Donald’s widowed mother and four of his siblings
were living off Parkgate Road:

1911 census (condensed) – ‘Soongal’, Parkgate Road [actually on Earle Drive]
Emily Culbard
Wallace B.
Janet C.
Cynthia
Christina

48
20
17
13
8

widow (retired) tea planter
bank clerk

born Shrewsbury
born Punjab, India
born Punjab, India
born Punjab, India
born Punjab, India

Emily recorded that all of her six children were still living.

Of Donald’s five siblings it is believed that:
Francis Arthur Hamptington Culbard was born in Palampur, Bengal, India on 8 May 1889 and he
was baptised 1 July. He was sent to school in Scotland and, in 1901 (aged 11) he was boarding at
Burnside House, Clackmannanshire and was attending Dollar Academy.
On 22 June 1908 he attested for the 14th Battalion County of London
(London Scottish) Regiment, a volunteer infantry unit. At that date he
was working in Putney, London, as a bank clerk with the Bank of
Montreal and he was 19yrs 3 months old. His service lasted until 5 April
1910. In 1911 Francis emigrated to Canada although he returned to
Britain and married Margaret Paula Bullen in Lewisham in September
1919. Following their marriage Francis and Margaret returned to
Canada, sailing from Southampton on the Royal George which arrived in
Halifax, Nova Scotia, on 1 November. In the June 1921 census Francis,
aged 32, and Paula Margaret (29) were living on 22nd Argyle Street,
West Vancouver, British Columbia. Francis was a cashier earning
$2000pa. A young son, Frank Wallace Culbard (1) was also in the
household. Frank died in Victoria, British Columbia, on 18 July 1996. At
least four daughters were born and Francis died in Campbell River,
British Columbia, on 21 March 1936.
Francis Arthur Hamptington Culbard
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Wallace Benjamin Culbard - generally called Benjamin - was born on 16 December 1890 in the
Punjab and baptised on 9 February 1891 in Palampur. Wikipedia notes that Palampur is a green
hill station and a municipal council in the Kangra Valley in the Indian state of Himachal Pradesh,
surrounded by tea gardens and pine forests before they merge with the Dhauladhar ranges.
Palampur is the tea capital of northwest India….
In 1901, Benjamin (10) was attending Dollar Academy and was a boarder with his brother Francis
at Burnside House, Clackmannanshire. On 6 July 1921 he sailed from Liverpool on the City of
Karachi to Calcutta returning to London on 27 July on the City of Poona. However, Benjamin
appears to have settled in India as a tea planter although it is recorded that he returned to London
on the Manela from Bombay on 18 May 1927 when he was aged 34. He also appears to have
married in Kensington, Middlesex, in June 1936 and it is believed that his wife, Mona, died in
Southwark in September 1948. In 1955 Benjamin was living at 32 Quiet Corner, Spelthorne,
Middlesex but it is not known where and when he died.
Janet Chisholm Culbard (also known as Jean) was born
in 1894 in the Punjab but nothing is known of her after
the 1911 census. Janet married John Elliot Scott of the
Sholayor Tea Estate, S. India, (the son of the late William
Scott, solicitor) at Christ Church, Colombo (Sri Lanka) on
14 April 1914. Nothing further is known of her.

Chester Chronicle - Saturday 21 March 1914

Cynthia Culbard was born on 18 August 1897 in Palampur, India. Cynthia, 23, married Robert
Buchanan, 23, gentleman, of Ledbury, Hertfordshire, at Neston Parish Church on 30 March 1921.
Robert’s deceased father was a miller. Nothing further is known of her.
Christina Margaret Culbard was born on 21 August 1902 in Palampur, six months after her father
had died. It is believed that she did not marry and that she died in late 1963 in Reading.

Donald, at the time of the 1911 census, was boarding at the Dollar Academy in
Clackmannanshire and he seems to have left the school in this year.
There is no record in England or Wales of the marriage of Donald’s parents, Emily and
Wallace, but Wallace is known to have died on 10 February 1902 at Palampur, Kangra
Valley, Pumqant, India. It is presumed also that Emily and her family came back to
Britain after Wallace’s death although it is not known why they settled in Neston - no
other family of this name was recorded in Neston in the 1911, or earlier, census
returns.
The 52nd Battalion was originally raised in Egypt on 1 March 1916 as part of the
reorganisation and expansion of the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) following the
Gallipoli campaign. This was achieved by transferring experienced personnel
predominately from the 1st Division to the newly formed battalions and combining
them with recently recruited personnel dispatched as reinforcements from Australia.
With an authorised strength of just over 1,000 men of all ranks, the unit's first intake of
personnel were drawn from men originating from South Australia, Western Australia
and Tasmania, some of whom had already served with the 12th Battalion. Under the
command of Lieutenant Colonel Miles Fitzroy Beevor, the veterans were bolstered by a
large number of new recruits, who were mainly drawn from Queensland. The battalion
became part of the 13th Brigade attached to the 4th Australian Division.
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An intense period of training followed,
but in mid-1916 the AIF's infantry units
were sent to Europe to fight on the
Western Front. Sailing on the transport
ship HMT Ivernia, the battalion departed
Alexandria and landed in Marseilles on 11
June 1916, and was then moved by rail to
northern France where they undertook
gas training and received new equipment
to prepare them for trench warfare. A
period of acclimatisation followed in a
"nursery sector" around Petillon before,
in mid-August the battalion played a
support role in the initial fighting during
The Battle of Mouquet Farm, before being
committed to the fighting for the first
time, launching an attack in early
September during which they suffered
heavy casualties, losing nine officers and
170 other ranks.
The 52nd Battalion did not take part in any
significant attacks for the remainder of
the year. In early 1917, after a bitter
winter, the Germans withdrew to the
Donald Culbard, a baker aged 19 years 5 months,
nd
enlisted in the 52 Battalion on 6 April 1915.
defences of the Hindenburg Line in an effort
[https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/]
to shorten their lines and free up a pool of
reserves. A brief advance following as the Allies pursued them, during which the 52nd
took part in an action around Noreuil on 2 April. Later, after they were moved to the
Ypres salient in Belgium they fought around Messines between 7 and 12 June.
[Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/52nd_Battalion_(Australia)]

The War Diary for the 52nd Battalion for August notes that, at the beginning of the
month, they were stationed in the area of Berquin, not far from Kemmel, in Flanders.
Heavy rain was causing operations and training to be cancelled but at 3pm on 8 August
the battalion marched to Kemmel; despite the violent thunderstorms and heavy rain
they arrived there at 6.45pm and were accommodated in tents and huts. The following
days, when the weather had improved, were spent at Kemmel where there was mainly
domestic activity; on 9 August two enemy planes flew over the camp at 4.30am and on
the 16th the Battalion bathed at Lindenhoek and obtained clean clothes.
Over the following days the battalion moved a short distance further east and closer to
the front line:
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Following The Battle of Messines (7 - 14 June 1917), and the retaking of the Messines
Ridge, the front line was pushed eastwards and it was in this area, near Steignast Farm
in August 1917, that the 52nd Battalion Australian Infantry was based and where Donald
Culbard died:
Km

The front line in the vicinity of the Messines Ridge, June 1917, and the movement of the 52nd Battalion
Australian Infantry through late August 1917.

Locations of the 52nd Battalion

Hill 63

Steignast Farm

Battalion movement

(Base map: https://ww1live.wordpress.com/tag/british-army/)
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Trench map of the Messines Ridge - Ploegsteert region shortly before the Battle of Messines (7 - 14 June
1917) two months before Donald Culbard was killed in action near Steignast Farm (outlined in purple, NE
corner of map).
On this map all British trenches with names are shown in blue with the German trench system in red with
names in blue. Contours are shown in brown and the location of Hill 63, just north of the western
extension of Ploegsteert Wood, has been outlined in green.
(Source: http://digitalarchive.mcmaster.ca/islandora/object/macrepo%3A67458)

On the date that Duncan Culbard died - 28 August 1917 - the Battalion War Diary
makes no mention of any incident although it is apparent from previous entries that
there was local activity which had produced casualties. As no detailed record for
Duncan has been found no details of the circumstances of his death are known.
The Official History of Australia in the War of 1914–1918 notes that, around this time:
It cannot be said that the news of the coming transference, with its corollary of an early plunge
into the offensive, was received with pleasure by the 4th Division. Even in the three well-rested
divisions, which it was joining, the troops had seen too much hard fighting to welcome the
prospect of more. It is true that their apparent fighting quality made a marked impression on
the succession of generals who now reviewed them. The last, Sir Douglas Haig, after watching
with his cold, steady scrutiny the 2nd and 5th Divisions on August 29th, remarked to General
White that they could not have marched better if they had received years of peace training. But
those same troops would have strongly objected to any despatch from a war correspondent
describing them as "itching for a fight."
And yet no one living among them could help observing that, as the day for marching to the
forward areas drew near, there came over them a marked eagerness. Each man had faced up
to whatever private problems this battle had in store for him. There flew round the messes
grim jokes as to who should inherit his friend's boots or binoculars, and, despite old dreads and
horrid memories, men were obviously keen to put into use the drill they had been practising,
and confident they could outplay the enemy. The excitement of the great game, which must be
won, mingled with their other feelings.
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After the first sharp shock of disappointment even the 4th Division, though heavily diluted with
new reinforcements and deprived of the long rest which it expected after
Bullecourt and Messines, settled down to three weeks' training, and quickly picked up the same
eager spirit that animated the sister divisions.
[Source: The Official History of Australia in the War of 1914–1918 Volume IV – The Australian
Imperial Force in France, 1917 (11th edition, 1941) ]
Roll of Honour circular
Completed by his mother, Emily
Culbard, this gives details of Donald
which would be included on panel
155 in the Commemorative Area at the
Australian War Memorial and retained
for the history of the 52nd Australian
Infantry Battalion. The form shows that
he: was a resident of Jamestown, South
Australia; was a tea planter; was
actually 21 years and 9 months old
when he was killed; had attended
Dollar Academy in Clackmannanshire;
had trained originally as a farmer; had
left for Australia when he was 17; his
mother was living in Parkgate Road,
Neston, (at a house called 'Soongal')
when he died.

Donald Herbert Culbard
The Dollar Magazine, 1918, p36.

Inscription on the Menin Memorial, Belgium
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Both excerpts taken from ‘The Dollar
Magazine’ Vol. XVI., No. 63. September 1917

Inscription on the Dollar Academy memorial

Following Donald’s death on 28 August 1917
Emily Culbard (who gave her age as 36)
married George Denholm (38,
The Dollar Academy War Memorial in front of the school.
salesman) in Liverpool, at St
[Source: http://jackdeighton.co.uk/2011/09/11/warMargaret’s Church, Toxteth Park, on
memorials-dollar-8-ssep-2011/ ]
27 September 1917. George’s
address was recorded as 63 Hatherley Street (just south of Upper Parliament Street),
Liverpool. Emily noted that her father was William Hamilton, (deceased), Market
Gardener and George’s father was John Denholm, Foreman Surfaceman.
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At the time of the 1939 Register (29 September) she and George were living at
‘Soongal’ off Parkgate Road, Neston; the Register records Emily as having been born on
6 February 1872 and George, a grocery manager, having been born on 18 November
1878. With them was
Emily’s unmarried
daughter Christina E
Culbard (born 21 August
1902). Emily Denholme
died on Wirral, aged 68,
in early 1940. Christina
died, unmarried, in
Reading, in late 1963
aged 61. It is not known
when George Denholm
died.
‘Soongal’, the Culbard family
home in Earle Drive, Parkgate,
in 2017
The ‘AUSTRALIAN ANZACS IN THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918’ Project gives additional information about
Donald: He was 5’ 6.75” tall, weighed 140lb, had enlisted at Keswick (South Australia), his parents were
Wallace and Emlie Culbard and his war service was:
Egypt, Gallipoli, Western Front
Taken on strength, 12th Bn, Gallipoli, 28 September 1915.
Disembarked Alexandria, 6 January 1916 (general Gallipoli evacuation).
Transferred to 52nd Bn, Railhead, 1 March 1916.
Embarked Alexandria to join the British Expeditionary Force, 5 June 1916; disembarked Marseilles, France,
12 June 1916.
Appointed Lance Corporal, 3 October 1916.
Appointed Corporal, 8 November 1916.
Admitted to NZ Stationary Hospital, Amiens, 12 March 1917 (injured heel); transferred to 1st Australian
General Hospital, Rouen, 29 March 1917; to No 2 Convalescent Depot, 7 April 1917; discharged to Base
Details, 2 May 1917.
Found guilty, 2 May 1917, of irregular conduct, viz. posting a letter in French Post Office in order to avoid
Censor at Rouen, 27 April 1917: reprimanded.
Killed in action, Belgium, 28 August 1918. [Note: the year is incorrect – Donald was killed in 1917]
Handwritten note on Form B103: 'Buried W. of Messines, France [sic].'
Medals: 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, Victory Medal
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