169: Charles Whitley MC
Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:

Charles Whitley

Rank: Captain
Battalion / Regiment:

7th Battalion King's Royal Rifle Corps

Service Number:

Date of Death: 11 April 1917

Age at Death: 28

Buried / Commemorated at:

Hibers Trench British Cemetery, Wancourt, Departement du Pas-de-Calais,

Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France
Additional information given by CWGC: Born at Halewood, Liverpool. Son of Mr. Ed. and Elizabeth
Eleanor Whitley, of Primley, Paignton, Devon.

Charles Whitley, the second son of wealthy prominent solicitor and Everton Member of
Parliament Edward and Elizabeth Whitley, was born on 9 October 1888 in Halewood
and baptised on 11 February 1989 at Halewood and Tarbuck.
Edward Whitley and Elizabeth Eleanor Walker were married in early 1878 at St Mary’s
Church, Walton, Liverpool, and they had two residences, The Grange, Halewood and his
‘town address’ was 185 Piccadilly, London (a boarding house). Following their marriage
the Conservative Party presented him ‘…with a service of plate worth £750’.
At the time of the 1881 census they were boarding at 185 Piccadilly; Edward Whitley,
55, was recorded as a solicitor, Member of Parliament and Magistrate & Town
Councillor of Liverpool. Elizabeth Eleanor was 33 and had been born in Bootle and their
son, Edward, was with them
Edward Whitley was the son of John and Isabella Whitley of
and recorded as being 1
Liverpool. Edward was educated at Rugby School and was admitted
year old and born in Anfield. as a solicitor in 1849, becoming a partner with his father in the
It has proved impossible to
locate the family, or
individuals, in the 1891
census but Edward Whitley
died at The Grange,
Halewood, on Thursday 14
January 1892
'…from the effects of a
severe chill contracted on
Monday night’.
At the time of the 1901
census Charles Whitley and
his widowed mother were
living at Bromsgrove, about
13 miles south west of
Birmingham:

Liverpool firm of J. & E. Whitley & Thomson. Upon the death of both
John Whitley and Thomson the firm became Whitley & Maddock
before expanding as Whitley, Maddock, Hampson, & Castle in which
Edward Whitley was a senior partner. In 1865 he entered the Council
for the Everton Ward, became a member of the Corporation of
Liverpool and was the leader of the Liverpool Conservative Party. He
was elected as Mayor of Liverpool in 1867 and
was also a local JP. In 1877 he was elected as the
President of the Law Society.
In February 1880, aged 55, Edward Whitley was
elected (with a majority of 2221) as one of three
MPs for Liverpool and he held the seat until the
Redistribution of Seats Act 1885 when he
was elected MP for Everton, a seat he held
until his death aged 66 on 14 January 1892.
On election the Conservative Party ‘…made
him a gift of a carriage and a pair of horses’.
He was buried in Alvanley Churchyard, near Helsby.
Edward Whitley is commemorated by Whitley Street, off Love Lane
in the Vauxhall district of Liverpool and a statue in St George’s Hall.
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1901 census (extract) – Elmshurst, 2 Stoney Hill, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire
Elizabeth E. Whitley
Charles
Kate S. Hugh Jones

53
12
35

living on own means
niece

born Bootle
born Halewood
born Wargrave

Five servants were also present in the household.

Charles had three other brothers, not present in the household on census night:
Edward born 1879; William, born 1883; Herbert, born 1886. William (15) and Herbert
(17) were boarding at Bromsgrove School and Charles attended the same school.
Herbert (1886 - 1955) had an interest in animals and went on to be a founder of
Paignton Zoo which he opened in 1923.
Charles Whitley attended Balliol College, Oxford, between 1906 -1909 and the Balliol
College War Memorial Book (vol. 2) documents his life:
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By the time of the 1911 census, having recently inherited from his late father, he had
bought ‘Weatherstones’, the large house on the Chester High Road in conjunction with
an Edmund Page, possibly someone he had been at school with at Bromsgrove:

1911 census (condensed) – Weatherstones, Neston
Charles Whitley
Edmund Page
Lyndon Henry Morris
Frederick William Sprott
Ellen Whelan
Evelyn Griffiths
Edith Annie Harley
John Edwards

22 ] joint owners
private means
23 ] and occupiers private means
22
visitor, solicitor’s articled clerk
21
visitor, solicitor’s articled clerk
38
cook, domestic
28
housemaid (domestic)
22
kitchenmaid (domestic)
15
house boy (domestic)

born Halewood
born Selly Oak, Worcs.
born Bakewell, Derby.
born Bombay, India
born Ballinamona
born Chester
born Marsh Brooks
born Willaston

The Balliol College War Memorial Book notes that Charles enlisted in August 1914 and
in April 1915 was commissioned to the King's Royal Rifle Corps. His army career is
summarised in the obituary in the Regimental Chronicle in 1917:
CAPTAIN CHARLES WHITLEY, M.C.
The youngest son of the late Edward Whitley, M.P., of Liverpool, and of Mrs. Whitley, of Primley
Hill, Paignton. He joined the 14th Battalion as a private in 1914, and was given a temporary
commission in the 7th Battalion in the following year. Whitley saw much service whilst serving in
this Battalion, being promoted Captain in 1916, and was awarded the Military Cross, October
1916, “for conspicuous gallantry in action. Though shot through the arm, he remained in
command of his Company, advanced with it, captured and consolidated the enemy’s trench, and
remained on duty for twelve hours after being wounded until relieved.” He fell in action on April
11th, 1917, whilst leading his Company to the attack of the German position at Wancourt. He was
27 years of age when he met his death.
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The Hawarden Parish Magazine, early 1917

It appears that the action for which he
was awarded the MC was for leading 'C'
Coy at the attack on Orchard Trench
north of Longueval on 18 Sep 1916.

Charles’s death occurred on the third day
of The Battle of Arras, a conflict which continued until 16 May costing nearly 160,000
British and 125,000 German lives.
Although significant gains were made on the first day of
the battle, a stalemate position then meant that little new
progress was made and the Allied troops were unable to
achieve a breakthrough of the German trench positions.
The attack in which Charles died, leading an attack on Hill
90, was ill-conceived but went ahead despite the
opposition of the commanding officer. The details of the
action are well-recorded in the War Diary; the relevant
section of this is reproduced on the following pages
together with the ill-fated orders to attack.
By the time of his death Charles Whitley appears to have
moved from ‘Weatherstones’, Neston to Warren Hall at
Broughton and it is quite possible that he had moved by
1914 as he is not listed in Neston in Kelly’s Directory for that year.
Warren Hall, an Italianate-style villa of about 1850, was owned for some time by
Gladstone’s Hawarden Estate.
Charles died a very wealthy young man, his Probate
recording: Whitley, Charles of Warren Hall, Broughton,
Flintshire. Captain 7th Battalion King’s Royal Rifle Corps.
Died 11th April 1917 in France. Probate London, 19
October to William Whitley & John Trengone Lance,
gentlemen. Effects £208,743 0s.9d. This is equivalent, in
2018, to a labour value of around £50 million.

The war grave of Charles Whitley
at Hibers Trench British Cemetery,
Wancourt, France [CWGC]

Warren Hall, Broughton [http://www.visionwebsites.co.uk/
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11th 1am
The night passed quite quietly. About 1am the Brigadier came up and talked over the
situation. He agreed that it was quite impossible to push on until Hill 90 had been taken by the 56 th Divn. &
that all we could do was to remain on the defensive. Any advance up the valley was sheer madness until the
Machine Guns on Hill 90 which enfiladed the whole valley had been put out of action.
11th 4.30am The attached orders arrived & in spite of all protests we were ordered to carry them out.
There was no time to copy them out & the originals had to be sent up to the forward Coys. B & C Companies
supported by the 8th R.B. were to advance up the valley & to try and push on to WANCOURT. The 56th
Division never left their trenches or made any attempt to take HILL 90.
B Coy under WHITLEY made a most gallant attempt to push forward but from the start it was an impossible
task & the Staff who had ordered the attack, if they had even come near enough to have looked at the
ground, would have realized it too & would never have ordered the attack. WHITLEY was alas killed, gallant
soldier that he was & his body was found nearest to the German wire which was totally uncut. The artillery
preparation which had been ordered in a great hurry never materialised – in fact the orders in many cases
never arrived in time & the whole show was a complete failure from want of preparation & organisation on
the part of the staff. The rest of the day was spent in our original positions & towards evening heavy
snowstorms set in & before long there were two inches of snow on the ground. It was impossible to get in
the wounded until after dark so that their sufferings were very much aggravated by the cold. That night we
were relieved by the 8th K.R.R. & moved back to the old COJEUL SWITCH line, where a bitterly cold night was
spent in the open, without any dugouts & with fresh snow showers all night.
12th The 12th was spent in these trenches & the 8th K.R.R. & 8th R.B. occupied WANCOURT without a
casualty as HILL 90 had been evacuated during the night. The whole Division was relieved by the 50 th DivN. &
the Battn. marched back to ARRAS. It was an awful march in the dark – the mud was very deep & men had to
be dug out of it at times but by 2am we reached the town & went into billets. (Continued on following page)
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(Continued from previous page)
Our casualties during these four days were:Officers:Captain C. WHITLEY M.C. KILLED
LIEUT. F.J. ST AUBYN
“ “
nd
2 LIEUT. F.R. WILLIAMS
“ “
“ “
P.F. WALFORD
“ “
“ “
G.D. FERARD WOUNDED
“ “
S. WIGGINS
“ “
Other Ranks
Sergeants
L/Sgts & Cpls
Riflemen
Totals

KILLED
3
17
20

Capt. G.H. WILLIAMSON M.C.,
DIED OF WOUNDS
2 Lieut. K.H. WILLIAMSON,
“ “
LIEUT. C.C. OMMANNEY, Wounded
LIEUT. J.G. JOHNSTON, SCOTTTISH RIFLES, WOUNDED
2nd Lieut. C.E. PULLINGER,
WOUNDED
“ “ W.O. DRING,
“ “

DIED OF WOUNDS
1
14
15

WOUNDED
9
6
125
140

MISSING
9
9

This total
includes 5 O.R.s
wounded and to
duty

The orders, enclosed within the War Diary, received by the 7th Battalion King's Royal Rifle Corps to attack Hill
90 on 11 April 1917 and which led to the death of Charles Whitley close to the German position.

Charles Whitley is commemorated as the final name on
the Broughton War Memorial in St. Mary's Church,
Broughton, and on the Hawarden War Memorial.
The Times – Saturday 21 April 1917
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The position of Hill 90, north of Heninel and
commanding the western route to Wancourt, is
encircled in red. The German machine gun posts
which caused many casualties – including Charles
Whitley – were on the southern side of this hill.
On the night of 11 April the troops withdrew
after their failed attempt on the hill and moved
west to the Cojeul Switch line, the name given to
the Hindenburg Line, now occupied by Allied
forces, to the east of Neuville Vitasse. [Source:
https://andrewparkrunner.wordpress.com/2015/
05/17/frederick-fred-jacobs/]
Map of the Battle of Arras (1917) showing Allied
advances from 9 - 15 April.
The approximate location of Charles Whitley’s death
near Wancourt (not shown on this map) is indicated
by the purple star to the south-east of Arras.
On 12 April the remnants of the 7th Battalion King's
Royal Rifle Corps, having being relieved at the front,
marched back from this position in the dark and
through deep mud the 4½ miles to Arras
[Map source: ww1centenary.oucs.ox.ac.uk]
Additional detail of the Whitley family is given at:
https://worldwarzoogardener1939.wordpress.com
/2014/08/28/war-and-the-whitleys-para-medicspeacocks-and-paignton-zoo/
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The ruined town hall and belfry in Arras, 1917 [Source:
http://worldwaroneincolour.tumblr.com/post/1320046
57526/photographer-jean-baptiste-tournassoud-year]

Hawarden Parish Magazine, 1917
British cavalry riding through Arras, 11 April 1917
[Source: www.iwm.org.uk]

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929
In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often
paid. A considerable payment of outstanding wages of £117 17s 6d from the army was made together with a
War Gratuity of £5. This, a total value of £122 17s 6d, is equivalent to a labour value (wages) of around
£19100 in 2016. Part of this payment was made to Cox & Co., the banking service preferred by many
officers, but the largest amount was made as a ‘transfer’ although the significance of this is unknown.
The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount
paid was related to the length of war service.
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