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1891 census (extract) – Moreton 
 

 Richard Jones   34  general labourer          born Oxton 
 Jane    30              born Moreton 
 Richard     7             born Moreton 

Fredk.      3              born Burton  
 George      1              born Burton  
 

144: Frederick Duncan Jones 

 

Frederick Duncan Jones was born in Burton on 20 March 1888, the second son of 
farmer Richard and Jane and he was baptised at Burton on 18 May. 
 

Richard Jones married 
Jane Duncan at Christ 
Church, Moreton, in April / 
June 1882 and their first 
child, also Richard, was 
born whilst they were 
living in the Moreton area 
in mid-1884. Richard snr 
was a son of Moreton 
farmer (earlier recorded as 
a contractor & excavator 
and as a carter) Richard and 
Mary Jones. Mary originated 
from Little Neston although 
her unmarried name is unknown. 
 

By 1888 Richard and Jane had moved to Burton, where Frederick and brother George 
Duncan Jones (baptised privately on 17 October 1889) were born and where Richard 
was, at both baptisms, recorded as a farmer. However, by the time of the 1891 census 
the family had moved back to the Moreton area and Richard was now a labourer: 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:          F. D. Jones 

Rank: Private    

Battalion / Regiment:  5th Bn.  Cheshire Regiment 

Service Number:   243197  Date of Death: 3 September 1917  Age at Death: 29 

Buried / Commemorated at: Wallasey (Rake Lane) Cemetery 

Additional information given by CWGC: Husband of A. Jones, of 11, William St., Seacombe, Cheshire. 
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1911 census (condensed) – 26 Stonehouse Road, Wallasey 
 

 Richard Jones   54  gardener labourer  born Birkenhead, Oxton 
 Jane    50      born Moreton 
 Frederick Duncan  23  gardener labourer  born Burton 
 George Duncan  21  gardener labourer  born Burton 
 Margaret Annie  19      born Moreton 
 Frank      8      born Wallasey  
 

 Richard and Jane had been married for 29 years and all seven children had survived.   
  

By 1901 the family was in Radstock Road (since redeveloped), Wallasey: 

Ten years later the family had moved the very short distance just around the corner to 
Stonehouse Road where Richard and his two older sons were recorded as gardener(‘s) 
labourers. Whilst it is noted that Richard and Jane had seven children, only five are 
known from census returns: 

1901 census (extract) – 14 Radstock Road, Wallasey 
 

 Richard Jones   45  labourer (quarryman)         born Oxton 
 Jane    41             born Moreton 
 Frederick D.   13             born Burton & Neston 
 George    11             born Burton & Neston 
 Margaret A.     9             born Moreton 
 Richard    16             born Moreton 
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26 Stonehouse Road, Wallasey  
[Google StreetView] 

As the Service Record of Frederick Duncan 
Jones has not survived, little is known of his 
military service other than that he was serving 
with the 5th Battalion Cheshire Regiment when 
he died. However, the newspaper report of his 
death notes that he joined the army in January 
1917 and had served in France for just three 
months. Soldiers Died in the Great War, 1914-1919, 
and the WWI Service Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920, 
record that Frederick was serving with the 13th Battalion; it is possible, therefore that 
he was transferred from the 13th to the 5th Battalion some time before he was injured. 
 

The 1/5th (Earl of Chester's) Battalion was formed at Volunteer Street in Chester in 
August 1914 as part of the Cheshire Brigade, Welsh Division. The troops were moved 
immediately on mobilisation to Shrewsbury and Church Stretton but by the end of 
August 1914 had moved to Northampton. In December 1914 they moved again to 
Cambridge. On 15 February 1915 they left the Division and landed at Le Havre where 
they were attached to the 14th Brigade of the 5th Division. On 29 November 1915 they 
converted to the Pioneer Battalion to the 5th Division and on 13 February 1916 
transferred to the 56th (London) Division as a Pioneer Battalion. 
 

In 1914 the 5th Battalion was in action at The Battle of Mons and subsequent retreat, 
The Battle of Le Cateau, The Battle of the Marne, The Battle of the Aisne, The Battles of 
La Bassee and Messines 1914 and The First Battle of Ypres.  
 

In 1916 they were at the diversionary attack at Gommecourt, The Battle of Ginchy, The 
Battle of Flers-Courcelette, The Battle of Morval and The Battle of the Transloy Ridges. 
In 1917 they were again in action during The German Retreat to the Hindenburg Line, 
The First Battle of the Scarpe, The Third Battle of the Scarpe (3 - 4 May), The Battle of 
Langemarck (16 -18 August, the second Allied general attack of The Third Battle of 
Ypres), the capture of Tadpole Copse (21 November), the capture of Bourlon Wood (23 
- 28 November 1917) and the German counter attacks.  
 

The newspaper report of Frederick’s death makes it clear that he was injured on 11 
August, presumably during the preparations for The Battle of Langemarck: 
 

Private Frederick Duncan Jones, of the Cheshire Regiment, was wounded on 
August 11, by gunshot in the shoulder and chest. The sad news has been 
received that he died on September 3, at the Beaufort War Hospital, Bristol. He 
was interred with full military honours at Rake Lane Cemetery. He joined the 
colours last January, and had been three months in France. He was formerly 
employed with Mr. John Darragh, market gardener, Leasowe Road, Wallasey. His 
wife resides at “The Cottage,” St. George’s Mount, New Brighton. 

 

[Source: http://www.historyofwallasey.co.uk/wallasey/Remember_The_Fallen_The_Great_War/ 
casualties/Jones_F_D.pdf] 
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British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index 
Cards, 1914-1920 

This operation was, perhaps, West Hoek (which involved the 13th Battalion but not the 
5th) and a summation of this is given by Arthur Crookenden: 

 
 
 

No information is known on Frederick’s wife 
(the CWGC refers to her only as A Jones) and 
it is not known when they married or if they 
had children. 
 
 

[ Text and following map from: The History of the Cheshire Regiment in the Great War, 1914 – 1918      
Arthur Crookenden, Colonel of the Regiment     WH Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd.     1938 ] 
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Jane Jones, Frederick’s mother, 
may have died in mid-1913 aged 
52. Richard Jones, Frederick’s 
father, may have died in mid-1917 aged 59. Nothing further is known of either 
Margaret Annie or George Duncan Jones, Frederick’s siblings, but Frank Jones may have 
married Lydia Jane Upton at St Like’s Church, Poulton, in mid-1929 and in the 1939 
Register they are recorded as living at 10 Pear Tree Grove, Wallasey: 
      Frank Jones  born 15 March 1903      market gardener’s labourer 
      Lydia J   born 5 April 1910 
      Alice M   born 6 March 1916 single     uncertified teacher  
The relationship of Alice to Frank and Lydia is unknown. 
It is not known when Frank and Lydia died. 
 

Richard Jones seems to have married Isabella Barnett at St Mary's Church (Manor 
Road), Liscard, in mid-1909 and in the 1939 Register they are recorded at 20 Silverlea 
Avenue in Wallasey: 
      Richard Jones  born 28 June 1884       builder’s labourer 
      Isabella   born 30 August 1889      office cleaner 
      Frank   born 14 February 1914 single     wood machine labourer 
Isabella died in late 1976 when her birthdate was recorded as 31 August. It is not 
known when Richard died. 

The position of West Hoek, east of 
Ypres, is encircled in purple. 

Frederick Duncan Jones, from a group 
photograph and used in his obituary. 
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Frederick Duncan Jones’ war grave in Wallasey Rake Lane 
Cemetery      [Source: 
http://www.historyofwallasey.co.uk/wallasey/Remember_
The_Fallen_The_Great_War/graves/Jones_F_D.jpg] 

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 
 

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case 
of those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was 
often paid. In September 1919 Frederick’s widow, Annie, as sole legatee, received a payment of 
outstanding wages of £2 4s 11d from the army and a War Gratuity of £3. This, a total value of £5 4s 11d, 
is equivalent to a labour value (wages) of around £816 in 2017. 
 

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had 
served in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had 
served overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but 
the amount paid was related to the length of war service. 

WWI Service Medal and Award Rolls, 1914-1920 


