140 : George William Hughes
Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC:

George William Hughes

Rank: Private
Battalion / Regiment:

12th Bn. Cheshire Regiment *

Service Number: 9035

Date of Death: 22 October 1918

Age at Death:

Buried / Commemorated at:

Plovdiv Central Cemetery, Plovdiv, Obshtina Plovdiv, Bulgaria

29

Additional information given by CWGC: Son of John and Mary Hughes, of 2 Back Brook St., Chester
It is believed that this is incorrect; George was serving with the 2nd Battalion when he was captured as a
Prisoner of War and, subsequently, died.

George William Hughes was the first son, and second child, of carter John and Mary
Hughes. John Hughes married Mary Whyley Barry at Christ Church, Chester, in late
1886 [In the 1911 census Whyley is recorded as Wylie].
George was born in late 1889 when the family was living in Neston although no record
of his baptism in Neston has been found.
By the time of the 1891 census the family had moved back to Chester:

1891 census (extract) – 2 Downes Court, Chester

John Hughes
Mary
Ada
George W.

25
25
3
1

carter

born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Neston

Downes Court no longer survives but lay off
Watson Street (the A5286) in Boughton,
north of Grosvenor Park.
The family has not been traced in the 1901
census but, in 1911, was still in Chester and,
unusually, was recorded
initially in two census returns.
They were now at Back Brook Brook Street
Street which lay north of Cow Shropshire
Lane Bridge (which carries
Union Canal
Frodsham Street over the
Cow Lane
Shropshire Union Canal) and
Bridge
near the old cattle market.

The location of Back Brook Street (encircled), west of Brook Street
which still exists.
[Source: http://newtownsaints.co.uk/img/bbstreet.jpg]
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This was an area of dense housing which was cleared for the construction of Hoole Way
(A56) and more-modern buildings.

1911 census (condensed) – 19 Back Brook Street, Chester
John Hughes
Mary Wylie
John
Martha
Catherine

45
45
17
14
12

carter (coal)
parcel porter (Sutton Carrying Co.)

born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Chester

John and Mary had been married for 25 years and six of their seven children had survived.
The note in the left margin states Apartments No. 19 indicating that the family occupied 3 rooms in a larger
residence.

1911 census (condensed) – 19 Back Brook Street, Chester
Hanah Poynton
Thomas Harris
Percy Harris
Alice Harris
John Hughes
Mary W.
John
Martha
Kate

52
12
11
5
45
45
17
12
11

widow, laundry worker
grandson
grandson
granddaughter
general labourer
parcel porter

born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Chester
born Chester

The note at the foot of the census return states J. Hughes crossed has apartment of 3 rooms, the Head
occupying 2
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On this second census return the enumerator, recognising that an error of entry had
been made, ensured that the incorrect entries were crossed through. It is interesting to
note, however, that the ages for both Martha and Kate are inconsistent.
George’s Service Record has survived - but is rather degraded - and notes that he had
enlisted in 1908 for, as was usual, a period of 7 years full time service with the colours,
to be followed by another 5 in the Army Reserve. In January 1909 he was at Bordon
Military Camp in Hampshire, a new training establishment which had opened in April
1903. Whilst at the camp he had two periods in hospital:
Discharged 12 May 1909
15 days
lymphangitis
8 April 1909 – 24 April
17 days
scabies
On 23 September 1909 George was sent to serve in Belfast where, again, he was
hospitalised:
6 June 1910 - 17 June
12 days
[genital bacterial infection]
15 November 1910 - 21 November
7 days
[genital bacterial infection]
and conjunctival blepharitis
George Hughes’ Regimental Conduct Sheet records that he was disciplined for offences
early in his military career; at this time he was with the 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment:

Regimental Conduct Sheet – Cheshire Regiment of Foot (abbreviated transcription)
Bordon, 18 January 1909
1 - Absent from tattoo until apprehended by the Civil Police at
th
Bagshot at 11.15am 19 inst. (13 hours 15min).
11 - Deficient of kit and necessaries.
10 days CB Pay for deficiencies. 21 January - 30 January 1909. Forfeit 2 days pay
Belfast, 21 September 1910
of Pte. Dace.

1 - Receiving one tunic and one pair of tweed trousers, the property
11 - Disobedience of Regimental orders (ie) Giving away clothing

without permission.
Eight days CB

21 – 28 September 1910
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[Note: CB is Confined to Barracks]

George, a general labourer,
enlisted in Chester on 16 June
1908 when he was aged 18
years 7 months. He was then
5ft 5inches tall, weighed 115lb
(8 stone 3lb / 52.2kg) and had
an expanded chest size of 34½
inches. He was recorded as
having brown eyes, dark hair, a
fresh complexion and was of
good physical development.
The first part of George Hughes’ Attestation Form of 1908,
later overstamped DEAD.

When George first attested for
the Cheshire Regiment, on 16
st
June 1908, he was attached to the 1 Battalion and he remained in Britain until 5
December 1910 (2 years 173 days) before moving to India where he remained for
almost four years. At this time, on 25 December 1910, George moved to the 2nd
Battalion Cheshire Regiment.
It is not certain where, in India, George was first stationed but he was hospitalised
twice soon after his arrival in two different locations:
21 December 1910 to 26 December 6 days
[genital bacterial infection] - Plassey
3 January 1911 to 9 February
38 days
[genital bacterial infection] - No.1
Section Hospital, Secunderabad
By April 1911 George was at Jubbulpore (now Jabalpur) in the central Indian state of
Madhya Pradesh. On several occasions George was hospitalised in Jubbulpore:
12 February 1911 to 14 February 3 days
[genital bacterial infection]
16 February 1911 to 3 June 1911 110 days
[genital bacterial infection] including
16 April 1911 abscess gluteal region (George was then with “F” Coy.)
6 April 1912 to 6 May
32 days
[genital bacterial infection]
7 October 1912 to 23 November 48 days
gastritis
4 December 1912 to 10 December 7 days
parasites found. To attend for quinine
9 July 1914 to 19 July
11 days
With the outbreak of the war in Europe the 2nd Battalion began, on 19 November, the
35-day voyage back to Britain, landing at Devonport on 24 December 1914. Here, the
regiment joined the 84th Brigade of the 28th Division and moved to Winchester. The
regiment remained for only 23 days in Britain before, on 15 January 1915, embarking at
Southampton and landing at Le Havre the following day. A day before they set sail
George was deducted 15 days’ pay for being absent without leave.
The 28th Division concentrated in the area between Bailleul and Hazebrouck seeing
action in The Second Battle of Ypres (22 April - 25 May 1915) for control of the strategic
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Flemish town of Ypres in western Belgium after The First Battle of Ypres the previous
autumn. Casualties here were high and, a few days later, (29 January) after 134 days
service, George returned to Britain where he remained for 1 year 70 days.
As it is recorded that George received gunshot wounds (specified as the effects of
irritants), and that he rejoined his unit on 31 May 1915, it may be presumed that he
was receiving treatment during this period.
On 18 April 1916 George was given a 28-day detention sentence for being absent
without leave and on 8 August he joined the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force
departing from Devonport on 14 August for Salonica (also known as Thessalonica, the
second-largest city in Greece and the capital of Greek Macedonia) where he
disembarked on 23 August 1916.
Although George was not part of this contingent, it is understood that most of the 2nd
Battalion had been deployed to Egypt in October 1915, sailing from Marseilles for
Alexandria, then on to Salonica in January 1916.
The reasons for sending units of the Cheshire Regiment to Macedonia are outlined by
Arthur Crookenden:
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[Text and map : The History of the Cheshire Regiment in the Great War, 1914-1918 A. Crookenden,
Colonel of the Regiment
WH Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd. 1938]
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The 2nd Battalion took part in the
occupation of Mazirko (2 October
1916) and, on 30 October, George was
admitted to hospital with a dislocated
elbow, an injury he sustained in the
field whilst caring for transport animals.
On 15 May 1917 the troops were in
action at the capture of Ferdie and
Essex Trenches of Barakli Jum'a and on
16 October 1917 they captured Barakli
and Kumli. In 1918 they were in action
again, in The Battle of Doiran (18 - 19
September 1918), and The Pursuit to
the Strumica valley (22 - 28
September). However, George William
Hughes was not part of these later
actions as he was captured by Bulgarian
forces on or about 15 April 1918. Taken
to a camp in Bulgaria he remained in
that country for 191 days until his
Notification that George William Hughes had been
reported as missing on 15 April 1918. At that time,
death from pneumonia on 22 October
perhaps only briefly, John Hughes (George’s father) was
1918 (possibly at the British Military
living at 45 Seaville Street in Boughton. This street still
Hospital in Philippopolis [Plovdiv]).
exists although it has been redeveloped.
Hostilities with Bulgaria had ended on
30 September 1918 and, although George had been repatriated, he was too unwell to
be taken back to Britain.
Although the telegram mentions Salonica (Thessaloniki) in neighbouring Greece, some
150 miles south-west of Plovdiv, this was a centre of military operations and it is
The telegram to John Hughes
announcing George’s death
Hughes, 2 Back Brook Street,
Chester
Deeply regret to inform you your
son 9035 Pte. G. W. Hughes Royal
Welsh Fusiliers died 22/10/18 at
Pavonine Salonica from
pneumonia. I am to express the
sympathy of the Army Council on
your sad bereavement.
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improbable that George died there. Nothing is known of Pavonine.
Some further details are given in the website St Werburgh's Roman Catholic Parish,
Chester [http://www.stwerburghchester.co.uk/more-about-st-werburgh's/great-war/thefallen/hughes-g-w.aspx] which records that George was confirmed at St Werburgh's in
1905 and notes that His name was on the original Memorial Plaque in St Werburgh's,
was omitted from the 1990 Memorial Plaque but will be placed on any new plaque.

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929
In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case
of those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was
often paid. In September 1919 George’s father John, as sole legatee, received a payment of outstanding
wages of £32 18s 3d from the army and a War Gratuity of £24 10. This, a total value of £57 8s 3d, is
equivalent to a labour value (wages) of around £8950 in 2017.
The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had
served in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had
served overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but
the amount paid was related to the length of war service.
British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index
Cards, 1914-1920

The CWGC notes that
the Commonwealth servicemen
buried at Plovdiv Central Cemetery
died either as prisoners of war or
while serving with the occupying
forces following the Bulgarian
capitulation in September 1918. It
was formerly called Philippopolis
(St Archangel) Cemetery and was
formed after the Armistice by the
concentration of graves from the following sites: Philippopolis Protestant
Cemetery; Philippopolis Roman Catholic Cemetery; Karagatch Protestant
Cemetery; Kostenecbanja British Cemetery; Kurtova Konare Civil Cemetery;
Mustafa Pasha British Cemetery and Tatar Pazardzik Protestant Cemetery. The
cemetery now contains 55 Commonwealth burials of the First World War.
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