135: Albert William Fisher

Basic Informatiorfas recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]
Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: Albert William Fisher
Rank: Rifleman

Battalion / Regiment: 12th Bn. London Regiment (The Rangers)
Service Numbei7113 Date of Death:07 October 1916 Age at Death: 27
Buried / Commemorated at: Thiepval Memorial, Thiepval, Departement de la Somme, Picardie, Frg

Additional information gven by CWGCThe son of Susan Fisher and the late Robert Collingwood Fishe
the husband of Eva Rooke (formerly Fisher), of Woodward's Cottages, Neston. His brother, Arthur
Christopher, also died on service.

Albert William Fisher probably had momediate associatioto Neston; on her
NBE Yl NNA I 35S hadrdoSedio Néstormntl Rig may have beehe only
connection to the town

Albert was the son of London giieeper Robert Collingwood Fisher and Susan Hatrriet;
Robert married Susan Lily Holborn, London, in July/September 1884 but Robert died
in early 1896 in Shoreditch. However, at the time of the 1891 census the family was
living in Hackney:
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1891 census (extract)12, Gilpin Road, Hackney

Robert C. Fisher 37 gate keeper born Shoreditch
Susan H. 29 born Strand
Sarah L. 5 born Shoreditch
Robert J.C. 4 born Shoreditch
Albert W. 1 born Hackney
Henrv 3 months born Hacknev

Henry Fisher died, aged 2, in early 1893 but another boy was born iftgedrter of
1894 and he was named Henry Willidmy (0 KS wmdonm OSyadzas | yF
death, the family was somewhat fragmenteath Susan living short distance away
with just two of her surwvm@our children, Sarah and Henry
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1901 censs (extract)x 59, Holms Street, Haggerston, Shoreditch, London

Susan H. Fisher 36 paste fitter, boot maker born St Cement Danes, Stran
Sarah L. 15 YI OKAYAaidQa oHom Mansfield St., (Ripland?
Henry W. 7 born Clapton
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Robert Fishernho would have been
about 15, and whose full name is
believed to have been Robert John
Collingwood Fisher) has not been

g traced withcertainty in the 1901

- census but it is believed that he died
(probably unmarried)aged 23, in late
1909 in Bideford, Devon.

LeopoldHouse, 199 Burdett RoadStepney, London Albert Fisher. however. is recorded in

1901 as being ahl-year old¥ A Y Y-lorie 6263 boysl (i Kokn& & Skhool For
Little Boys, Leopold HouSe I & mMdpd . dZNRS2¥ SW2IFR I K[S2 WBA
blridA2ylf LYO2NILRZNEGSRKENEXAS | {82 QPAlEAS

LeopoldHouse was opened in Janud®83 for orphaned boys aged 10 and 13 but i

1887 the property was extended and in 1908e-opened for school boys and provided

bell ringing trainingLeopold Houselased in 1912 on the opening of new larger home

on the Stgney Causeway Site and, after having a variety of other usesfinally

destroyed when hit by a German Bomb in 19%he status of Albert at this time is,
therefore, somewhatuncleartA G OF yy2id 06S RSUSNNAYSR 4K
YR WAYYIFISQ 2N 6KSGKSNI KS 461 a&a aAyLie o

However, by the time of the 1911 census Albert was again living with his mother:
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1911 censugcondensed)c 29, Penshurst Road, Hackney

Susan H. Fisher 46 widow born Strand, London
Albert Wm. 21 hair preparer, display warehouse born Hackney, London
Henry Wm. 17 RNJ LISNDRA& Of SNJ Z bomiChybtdin,Léndog | |
Sarah L. 25 quilter for shoes born Haggerston, Londor

Susan and Robert had six children of whom four had survived.
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This residence (29 PenshuRbad) was a
semtdetached property, close to the

Penshurst Arms Hotel: <o ”'
The situation is, however, ftiver confused ;-‘i-"' ‘ e
as it is knownhat Susan and Robert Fishelj i

had another son, Arthur Christopher ] < i
Fisher, who was born in Shoreditch in theZ&a =7F

34 quarter of 186 - just a few months Source: Google StreetViey ’ |
after the death of his fatheralthough
Arthur has not been located in the 1901 cenddewever, Arthur Chrisggher has been
located in the 191 census as a 1528 S | NBopAf yRY éihé&SaR266)t the Mile End
Juvenile Missionleopold House the same Barndr 2 Ebine that his brother, Albert,
had been recorded at ten years earlier! Arthur Christopher also died in Wé/iad
emigrated to Canada, worked at Mr L R Tobey's Stordamilton, Ontarig enlisted
with the 39 BattalionCanadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regimamt20 March1916
and died, as a Private, in France on 31 August 2§&8 221t is interesting to note
that his date of birth, as recorded by his army unit, was 30 V&86 some months
earlier thanhis officiallyrecorded birth in Shoreditch.

We have few details dhe life of Albert William Fishdbut it is recorded that he

married Eva lzaWilliams(born 15 January 1898) the Pancragegistration district

(later St Pancras) in April/June 1% they had one child, Eva L Fisher, who was born
in Hackneyn 9 May1916.

Whilst we do not havefA 0 S Skhic@ &Record it is recorded that he initially served with
the 16" Battalion The London Regiment (Service Nun@z&9 but, when he diedn
October 1916he was serving with th&2" Battalion,a Territorial unitOn8 February
1915 the battaliorcame undethe command ofthe 84" Brigade irthe 28" Division but
on 12 February 1916 thegansferred tothe 168" Brigade irthe 56" (Londor) Division.

In 1916 the Battalion was in action dhe Somme taking part in the diversionary attack
at Gommeourt in early July, The Battle of Ginchige Battle of FlerCourceldte, The
Battle of Morval(in which the Division captured Comblas The Sommeand he

Battle of the Transloy Ridgék- 20 October)lt is highly probable thatlBert Fisher

was killed(7 October)during this last conflict

Heartened by the occupation of much of the Thiepval Ridge, Haig determined to continude large
scale offensive operations into the autumn. The Battle of the Transloy Ridges repreésented
Fourth Army's parin this grand design, and its constituent costly attacks were intended to
coincide with simultaneous advances by the Reserve Army planneatlfoOetober.

The fighting took place during worsening weather and dreadful battlefield conditims-ourth
Army's objectives necessitated, as a preliminary, the taking of Eaucourt L'Abbaye and an advance
on Il Corps entire front was launched, atieseverhour bombardment, at 3.15pm on 1 October.
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The attack met fierce German resistance and it was not until the afternoon of 3 October that the
202S00GAPSa 6 SNB & S-(pdrabkRvas deldyedl byhatfatiduy Weathef Stérting &
at 1.45pm or7 October the advance involved six divisions and resulted in heavy British casualties
and little success except fthre 23 Division's capture of Le Sars. Continuous rain during the night
hampered the removal of casualties and further forward movesfdihge to secure original

battle objectives led to a renewed major assault on the afternoon of 12 October when infantry on
C2dzNIK ! N¥2Qa NRIKG Ft2dzyRSNBR (261 NR&A DSNXYI
formations on the left slogged towards tBaitte de Warlencourt. Despite the slightesgafns
(measured in hard fougkbr trench yards) the operation was not successful.
[http:/mww.cwgc.org/somme/]

The military map of 7 October 1916, the day on which Albert William Fisher was $filteds the German
trenches (in red) around Le Transloy (outlined in purple) and Le Sars (outlined in green). The Butte de
Warlencourt (an ancient burial mound which is over 40 feet in height) is outlined in light blue.

During WW, the Germans constructeglegh dugouts throughout the butte and surrounded it by several bel
of barbed wire, making it a formidable defensive position in advance of Gallwitz Riegel (the Gird Trench
After the Battle of FlexgCourcelette (18622 September 1916) the view from thette dominated the new
British front line and was used by the Germans for artillery observation.

During the Battle of Le TransloycgD October 1916), part of the Battle of the Somme, the Butte de
Warlencourt was the subject of several attacks by thadBriEourth Army, which were costly failures; attack
in November also failed. Th&dZustralian Division occupied the butte on 24 February 1917, during the
German retirements made on the Somme front, preparatory to Operation Alberich, the retreat to the
Hindenburg Line. The Butte de Warlencourt was recaptured by the Geffham® on 24 March 1918,
during the retreat of the 2 Division in Operation Michael, the German spring offensive. The butte was
recaptured for the last time on 26 August, by thé Pivision, during the Second Battle of Bapaume. In 199
the site was purchased for preservation by the Western Front Association.
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Albert is commemorate on theThiepval Memorialthe Memoril to the Missing of the
Somme.This bears the names of more than 72,000 officers and men of the United
Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 March 1918
and have no known grave. OV@% of those commemorated died between July and
November 191CWGC]

LYy &adzYYI NBESX {dzaly CAAKSNE ! foSNIQa Y2iK

- ason, Henry, aged 2, in early 1893

- her husband, Robert, in early 1896

- ason, Robert J.C., aged 23, in late 1909

- ason, Albert Williamaged 27, killed iaction in France 7 October 1916

- ason, Arthur Christopher, aged 22, killed in action in France 31 August 1918

c2tt2¢6Ay3a 1 £ 0SNIU 2 iobef 1016 Yis yOound widdwB\a EIRS | (1 K
married again (at Pancras in late 1917) Becondhusband being WilliarBRooke

(born 26 June 1892va is then mentioned again, in the CWGC records (which would
be about 1920), as living in Neston. So what brought her from London, where both she
and Albert had a long connection, to Neston?

In the census returns for both 1901 and 1911 the only Rooke family in the district was
that of Edwin Rooke, the Station Master
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1911 census (condensegRailway Station House, Neston

Edwin Rooke 55 station master born Ross, Herefordshire
Katherine Elizabeth 52 born Grange Court, Gloucestershif
Lilian Maud 22 born Neston

William Ernest 18 born Neston

Edwn (who died in Neston on 4 November 1918 agejtéil a son, William(&rnest
Rooke aditwashewhog | & 9 @I Q& & & © &egdifledkhdrdViliany eRlidted
in the Cheshire Regiment in WW1 and, in March 1917, it was reported that he had
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been wounded. Itd also recorded that an Edwire@geRooke was born in late 1924 in
Neston andK A & Y 2Znaifles Mi&was given as Fisher (he was not baptised at
Neston Parish Church).

9gl w221S 61 a NBO2NRSRXZ o0& (KS;thsksihé >

small group of cottages lying off Bridge Street and behind the Rightway and Neston Pet

Supplies shops.

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 19@P9

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding creditsainly remaining wagesto soldiers or, in the case of
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was (
paid.In Junel919! f 6 SNII Qa o0 NRsliekeSuhbirecefvgtiPamentof outstanding wages of £2
8s10dfrom the army and a War Gratuityf 3. This, a total value of £5 8sdl@s equivalent to sgabour
value(wages) of around £&Bin 2016.

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 18%& payment to be made to those men who had ser
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had serve
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the al
paid was related to the length of war service.

In the 1939 registef29

SeptemberWilliam and Eva were

living at 1 Talbot Gardens, Neston,

where William was recorded as

Neston postman N1498. With

GKSY gl a 9@ Qa RIddAKISNE 90 |
Fisher, a shorthand typist; she
married Costakis Christophides in
mid-1939 in the Liverpodbouth
district. William died in early 1972
and Eva died in mi@d980aged 87
One line of the Register has been | British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 19920
redacted presumably the details of
2AfEALFY YR 901 Qa a2y> 9RGAYD
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