108: Harry H. Mellor

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC]

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: Harry H. Mellor

Rank: Corporal CWGC and gravestone at Burton records him as being a 2nd Corporal
Battalion / Regiment:  Royal Engineers

Service Number: 1253 Date of Death: 04 March 1919 Age at Death: °?
Buried / Commemorated at: St Nicholas churchyard, Burton

Additional information given by CWGC: None

Harry Horatio Mellor was the son of Richard and Lydia Mellor and the older brother of
Alphonso Mellor [see 107: Alphonso Mellor for additional details of this family].

The only census return in which Harry appears with his parents and siblings (Alphonso
~was not born until late 1893) is that of 1881:
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1881 census (extract) — Grosvenor Place, Poulton-cum-Seacombe

Richard Mellor 36 timekeeper at works born Liverpool
Lydia A. 32 born Himly Mill,
Staffordshire

Thomas H. 9 born West Derby
Richard H. 7 born West Derby
Lucy 6 born Seacombe
Christine 4 born Seacombe
Willy 18 months born Seacombe
Harry 7 months born Seacombe

Harry Horatio Mellor’s birth was registered in the Birkenhead district in July /
September 1880.

In the 1891 census the only Harry Mellor meeting the criteria was the Harry, aged 10,
born Seacombe, recorded as an errand boy in the census for Seacombe Cottage
Hospital where he may have been a patient. Unfortunately, Harry Mellor has not been
traced anywhere within England & Wales in the 1901 census.

Whilst it is uncertain as to when Richard and Lydia Mellor moved to Burton - they were
in the village at the time of the 1911 census, but not there in 1901 - it is known that
Harry Horatio Mellor married Margaret Edith Foulds at the Congregational School
Chapel on Liscard Road, Seacombe, in July/September 1905.
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It is possible that Harry moved with his parents from Wallasey to Burton before he
married (although the date of this move is unknown); it is equally possible that he and
Margaret moved there sometime after their marriage and before the birth of their first
child, Horace Coslett Mellor, on 9 December 1908. ‘Coslett’ was the maiden name of
Harry’s mother, Lydia Ann, and Horace was born at Burton Point and baptised at
Burton church on 31 January 1909 when his father, Harry, was recorded as a mariner.

However, by the time of the 1911 census Harry, Margaret and Horace were living in
Birkenhead whilst Harry’s parents, married sister Lucy and unmarried brother Alphonso
(Alf) were living in ‘lvy Cottage’, Burton, near the entrance to the church:
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1911 census (condensed) — 2, Pensby Street, Birkenhead

Harry Horatio Mellor 30 rigger (ships) born Seacombe
Margaret Edith 29 born Tranmere
Horace Coslett 2 born Burton Point

Harry and Margaret had been married for six years and Horace was their only child.
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1911 census (abstract) — Ivy Cottage, Burton
Richard Mellor, 66, and Lydia (with married daughter Sarah Jane Nicholls in Birkenhead at the time of the

census), the parents of Harry were living here with Harry’s brother Alf (Alphonso) and married sister Lucy
and William Macgregor and their son, William Gregor Macgregor.

It appears that Harry and his family continued to live in Birkenhead for some years and
that at least two further children were born there:

Harry Mellor born Birkenhead, April/June 1913
Thomas Alfred Mellor born Birkenhead, 14 November 1914
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Lydia Ann Mellor, Harry’s mother, died in 1916 aged 67 and she was buried at Burton
on 28 March. It is not known whether Harry’s father, Richard, continued to live in
Burton after Lydia’s death but Alf (Alphonso) had joined the Cheshire Regiment in
September 1914 and then lived in Chester where he married Margaret Hannah
Williams later in the year. It is also possible that Lucy Macgregor and family moved
away from Burton shortly after the 1911 census; the birth of an Irene Sylvia Ledward
Macgregor, mother’s maiden name recorded as MeIIor was reglstered in Stockport in
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British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards,

that his rank was 2" Corporal and that he served

with the 1% Cheshire Field Company (a Territorial 1914-1920

Force) of the Royal Engineers. It is known that Harry was, on 7 May 1916, promoted to
Acting Lance Corporal and on 30 May 1916 he became an Acting Corporal.

Harry was discharged from the army under Paragraph 392 of King's Regulations 1912
(as amended by Army Order 305 of 1915 - manuscript amendment shown here in red)
which dealt with

(xvi) No longer physi- | See para. 416.
those who were eally fit for war
service— ]
H At home Lo 0.0, 0.0, e A soldicr found medically unfit fo
considered to be no ; i | re-engage and any man discharged
. . i | for insamity, irrespective of his length
|0nger phySICally fit Abroad .. Do. P 0.C. ..i of service will be dealt with under
. Man sent home for ; 0.C. at | thiz heading.
for war service: dischargs. . home. See paras. 399 to 410.
‘ Except as stated above,
a soldier under three months’
‘ service will be deait with under ¢lass
‘ (iii), unless he is suffering from a
I disability of a serious nature which

unfits him for further service
and elearly orizinated after final

The entry for Harry approval.

Mellor’s burial in Burton gives

the date as 2 March - BOMALS In the Parish of__ Dorlore. . R
Hpae &

incorrectly as his official date sgh-tinndred il st Lidan
of death was 4 March.
However, the burial register
states also that Harry was
then living in Puddington:
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Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits — mainly remaining wages — to soldiers or, in the case of those who
had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often paid. Having been
discharged some time earlier, no outstanding wages had accrued but a War Gratuity of £4 15s. was paid Margaret,
Harry’s widow, in December 1920. This is equivalent to a labour value (wages) of around £510 in 2016. The fact that a
War Gratuity was payable suggests that Harry saw active service. The record notes that Harry ‘Died after Discharge’.

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served in WW1
for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served overseas. The rules
governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount paid was related to the length
of war service.

No record has been found for either the i~ ' i
subsequent marriage or death of Harry’s widow, {
Margaret Edith Mellor.

Alphonso Mellor had died on 3 October 1916 in
France and his account is given earlier in this
work. 3

¥

No certain record has been found of the death of
Lucy Macgregor or of Harry’s father, Richard,
although it is possible that he died in West Derby,
Liverpool, in late 1930 aged 85. Certainly, Richard
lived in West Derby when he was first married in
mid-1870.

No record of Harry’s immediate family has been
found in the 1939 Register. Fuller details of Harry’s
siblings, and their families, are given in the
previous account [107: Alphonso Mellor].

. :.-eg' . -
The war grave of H.H. Mellor, Royal
Engineers, 4 March 1919, in Burton.
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