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5: Charles John Baker 

 

Charles John Baker was the fourth child of publican Henry and Margaret Kathleen Baker 
and he was born in Liverpool on 23 March 1892. 
 

Henry Baker had, previously, been married to Lilly Bird - they married in Liverpool in 
early 1872 - and Henry and Lilly had at least four children; Lilly (born 18 August 1873, 
baptised 2 November 1873 at St Paul, Liverpool) : Dorothy (born 20 October 1876, 
baptised 16 December 1876 at St John, Liverpool and died 8 March 1948) : Henry 
Barclay (born 25 November 1877, baptised 3 February 1878 at St John, Liverpool) : 
Ernest (born 14 June 1880, baptised 1 
August 1880 at St John, Liverpool). 
Throughout this time the family was 
living at 42 St Andrew Street, Liverpool 
 

Lilly, Henry’s wife, died in West Derby on 
25 January 1884 aged 30 and Henry 
married Maggie Kathleen McCall in 
Liverpool in the July-September quarter 
of 1886.  
From then the family moved several 
times but always remained on the east 
side of Liverpool until, sometime 
between 1911 and 1917, they moved to 
Parkgate. Interestingly, the family was 
recorded back at 42 St Andrew Street, 
where Henry’s first family lived, on two 
further occasions - 1889 and 1911. It is 
possible that this house (it was not a 
public house and it no longer exists) was 
owned by the brewery or public house where Henry worked. 
 

Henry and Maggie’s first children were twins, William Archibald and Joseph Wood, born 
on 5 January 1888 and both baptised 28 February 1888 at St John, Liverpool. The family 
was then living at 4 Mill Lane, Old Swan. Joseph Wood Baker died, aged 13, on 13 June 
1901. 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: Charles John Baker    

Rank: Private 

Battalion / Regiment:  2nd/10th Bn.  The King's (Liverpool Regiment) 

Service Number: 357347  Date of Death: 08 May 1917  Age at Death: ? 

Buried / Commemorated at: Erquinghem-Lys Churchyard Extension, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France 

Additional information given by CWGC: None 

40/42 St Andrew Street was located close to the 
abattoir and rail way bridge.  
Plan of Liverpool – Royal Atlas of England and Wales 
(1898) 
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1891 census (extract) – 99 Saxony Road, West Derby, Liverpool 
 

 Henry Baker   42  licensed victualler (pub)             born Liverpool 
 Margaret K.   38                  born Liverpool 
 Lilly    17                  born Liverpool 
 Dorothy   14                  born Liverpool 
 Henry B.   13                  born Liverpool 
 Ernest    10                  born Liverpool 
 William A.     3                  born Liverpool 
 Joseph W.     3                  born Liverpool 
 Minnie      1                  born Liverpool
   

99 Saxony Road (between Edge Lane 
and Low Hill)     [Google Street View] 

Minnie, their third child, was born on 25 October 1889 and was baptised 27 November 
1889 at St John, Liverpool when the family had moved back to 42 St Andrew Street. 
Charles John was born on 23 March 1892 and baptised at St John on 6 May when the 
family was at 68, Islington. 
Grace, their fifth child, was born on 16 April 1894 and baptised at St John on 10 May 
when the family was still at 68, Islington. 
No information has been found for the birth/baptism of their last child, Gertrude. 
 

At the time of the 1891 census, a year before Charles was born, the enlarged family 
was living in West Derby, Liverpool: 

 

By the time of the 1901 census the family  
    had moved a short distance south to Edge 

Lane (the housing here has since been cleared) but, 
ten years later, at the time of the 1911 census, the 
family had moved back to the house they had 
previously occupied in St Andrew Street. 
This was the same address that Henry had shared 
with his first wife, Lilly. This is rather closer to the 
centre of Liverpool, just north of Brownlow Hill and 
the Metropolitan Cathedral. Here, too, the housing 
has been cleared.  
 

At this time Charles was a barman, presumably 
assisting his father. 
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There appears to be an error in the recording of Margaret’s age; in the 1891 census she 
was shown to be 38, in 1901 as 51 and as 42 in the 1911 census. 

 

1901 census (extract) – 382 Edge Lane, West Derby, Liverpool 
 

 Henry Baker   52     licenced victualler, pub, own account          born Liverpool 
 Margaret K.   51                born Liverpool 
 Dorothy   24     barmaid              born Liverpool 
 William A.   13                born Liverpool 
 Joseph W.   13                born Liverpool 
 Minnie    11                born Liverpool 
 Charles J.     9                born Liverpool 
 Grace      7                born Liverpool 
 Gertrude     5                born Liverpool 
 Annie Shannon  22     general servant, domestic            born Liverpool 
 

1911 census (condensed) – 40 / 42 St Andrew Street, Liverpool 
 

 Henry Baker   62  licenced victualler          born Liverpool 
 Margaret Kathleen  42  assistant in the business         born Liverpool 
 William Archibald  23  barman           born Liverpool 
 Minnie    21  milliner           born Liverpool 
 Charles   19  barman           born Liverpool 
 Grace    16              born Liverpool 
 Gertrude   15              born Liverpool 
 Ada Josephine     4              born Liverpool 
 Dorothy   34              born Liverpool 
 

 Henry and Margaret had been married for 25 years and six of their seven children had survived. 
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Charles enlisted with the Liverpool Scottish Battalion The King’s (Liverpool Regiment) 
on 9 February 1915 and, although he enlisted in Liverpool, his address was given as 
Birkenhead when he was killed; his parents had moved to Parkgate by this time. His 
Service Record has not been found and, therefore, no details of Charles’ military career 
or the precise circumstances of his death are known. 
 

The King's (Liverpool Regiment) fielded 49 battalions and lost 13,795 officers and other 
ranks during the course of WW1. 
Six Territorial Battalions existed before the outbreak of the First World War: the 5th, 6th 
Liverpool Rifles, 7th, 8th Liverpool Irish, 9th, and 10th Liverpool Scottish.  
The service of the regiment in the First World War was extensive and the Liverpool 
Scottish was one of the first territorial battalions to arrive in France when it deployed in 
November 1914. Approximately 1,000 of more than 10,000 men who served with the 
Scottish died during the war. The regiment's most acclaimed soldier during the war was 
Noel Godfrey Chavasse, who was awarded two Victoria Crosses while attached from 
the Royal Army Medical Corps. 
 

In 1914 these First Line battalions accepted new recruits to expand to war strength. In 
September and October 1914 they formed new Second Line battalions which were 
numbered 2/5th, 2/6th etc; the original First Line battalions became the 1/5th etc. The 
First Line battalions went to France in late 1914 and early 1915, while the Second Line 
battalions went to France in February 1917. Third Line battalions, 3/5th etc, were 
formed in May 1915 and these remained in the UK. 
The Liverpool Scottish, known diminutively as "the Scottish", part of the Territorial 
Army, was raised in 1900 as an infantry battalion of the King's (Liverpool Regiment). 
The 2/10th (Scottish) Battalion The King's (Liverpool Regiment), the Second Line 
battalion, was formed in Liverpool in October 1914 and on 8 February 1915 came under 
the orders of the 172nd Brigade, 57th (2nd West Lancashire) Division. 
 

Following two years of training in England the battalion (of the 172nd Brigade, under 
Lieutenant Colonel Adam Fairrie), with five other Second Line battalions, wasn’t landed 
in France until February 1917 and so Charles, who died on 8 May 1917, must have seen 
little action.  
 

The 172nd Brigade, within the 57th Division, concentrated in the Borre area on 18 
February, within the 11 Anzac Corps. area of the Second Army, and they were due to 
relieve the 1st New Zealand Division before the end of the month. The troops settled 
down to trench warfare first in the Fleurbaix sector but later extending their line 
northwards as far as Armentières. The front line here, where the troops were holding 
front-line trenches, was about 14½km in length. 
For much of 1917 the 2/10th Battalion served in the Bois Grenier Section near 
Armentières with their operating base in the small town of Erquinghem some few 
kilometres to the west. Although a relatively quiet sector of the front, there are 45 
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Liverpool Scottish graves in Erquinghem Churchyard Extension Cemetery, many 
casualties resulting from a trench raid (‘Dicky’s Dash’) on 29 June – although this was 
some weeks after Charles’ death.  
 

The War Diary entries around the time of Charles’ death are limited in detail but the 
entry for 7 – 14 May 1917 is reproduced below: 

War Diary, 2nd/10th Bn.  The King's (Liverpool Regiment), partial transcription (7 – 10 May 1917) 
 

STREAKY BACON FARM & LA ROLANDERIE FARMS      NEAR ERQUINGHEM 
7 May        Owing to unusual activity in trenches, the usual night working parties provided by this Battn. 
were cancelled – Normal training carried on. 
 

8 May        Normal training during day. A night working party provided by ‘A’ Coy 2/10 KLR was about to 
commence work near I31.3 when our artillery opened in answer to SOS put up by BATTn. on the RIGHT – a 
heavy bombardment in form of Box Barrage was immediately opened by the BOSCH lasting for ½ hour. Our 
party were taken by surprise and suffered 17 casualties (five killed). 
 

9/10 May  Usual training by day. Working parties provided for front line at night. 
 

10 May     Considerable activity on back areas in this neighbourhood by Enemy artillery – one casualty 
suffered by Co. in sub-line. ‘C’ Company relieved ‘B’ Coy (both 2/10 KLR) in subsidiary line. 
 

[Note: In a box barrage three or four barrages formed a box—or more often three sides of a box—around a 
position to isolate it. Standing or box barrages were often used for Defensive Fire tasks, in which the barrage 
was registered beforehand, on a position agreed with the defending infantry commander, to be called down 
in the event of an enemy attack on his positions. A box barrage could also be used to prevent the enemy 
from reinforcing a position to be attacked.               https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barrage_(artillery) 
 

Box Barrage: artillery fire aimed around a target area to prevent the enemy command from sending in 
reinforcements.     http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWbarrage.htm ] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barrage_(artillery)
http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWbarrage.htm
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Liverpool Echo - Wednesday 16 May 1917 

The complex system of trenches south-east of Armentières in 1917. British and allied trenches are shown in 
dark blue, German in red; the more regular, lighter blue, lines are field boundaries and drainage ditches and 
contours are shown in brown. Several war cemeteries are shown on this map (the coloured symbols) but 
Erquinghem-Lys Churchyard Extension, where Charles Baker is buried, is outside this area. 
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British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914-1920 

Transcription of family headstone 
Toxteth Park Cemetery 

 

In Loving Memory of Lilly Baker who died  
25th January 1884 aged 30 years. 

Also Joseph Wood Baker, beloved twin 
son of Margaret and Henry Baker, died 

13 June 1901 in his 14th year. 
Also Henry Baker, dearly beloved 

husband of Margaret K. Baker, who died 
20th August 1916, aged 68 years. 

Also of dear Charlie, youngest son of 
Margaret and Henry Baker,  

killed in action in France  
8 May 1917 aged 25 years. 

Also Dorothy, beloved daughter of the 
above Henry & Lilly Baker, who died  

8th March 1948. 
 

 
On 29 September 1939 the 1939 Register 
recorded that William A Baker (unmarried, born 
5 January 1888) was the licensed tenant of the 
Chester Hotel in Parkgate. Recorded with him 
at the hotel were his mother Margaret (widow, born 28 August 1870, unpaid domestic 
duties) and his unmarried sisters Gertrude (barmaid, born 7 October 1895) and Ada 
(barmaid, born 25 September [?] 1906). William Baker died, age 53, in the July / 
September quarter of 1941 and his mother, ‘Maggie’, died aged 91 in early 1962.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 
 

In Summer 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of 
those who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often 
paid. 
Charles Baker had accrued a credit of £2 11s 2d, composed of a credit of £2 0s 11d and a credit of 10s 3d, and 
this was received by his mother Margaret. Margaret received also the £4 10s War Gratuity.  
The total payment, £7 1s 2d, is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £1100 in 2016. 
 

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served 
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served 
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount 
paid was related to the length of war service. 
 

This record notes that Charles had previously had the Service Number 6268. 
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Dark clouds are smouldering into red  

While down the craters morning burns.  

The dying soldier shifts his head  

To watch the glory that returns;  

He lifts his fingers toward the skies  

Where holy brightness breaks in flame;  

Radiance reflected in his eyes,  

And on his lips a whispered name.  

 

You’d think, to hear some people talk,  

That lads go West with sobs and curses,  

And sullen faces white as chalk,  

Hankering for wreaths and tombs and hearses.  

But they’ve been taught the way to do it  

Like Christian soldiers; not with haste  

And shuddering groans; but passing through it  

With due regard for decent taste. 

 
 

“How To Die” 

Siegfried Sassoon 

(1886 – 1967) 


