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3: George Anyon 

 

George Anyon was the second child and first son of collier Joseph Anyon and Margaret.  
 

George’s father, Joseph (bpt 25 January 1867), was the son of blacksmith Samuel & 
Margaret Anyon of Neston and Joseph is recorded as a collier from the census of 1891 
(although, in the 1911 census, he was a school caretaker) until 31 March 1917 when, 
aged 50, he was injured by falling rocks whilst underground. At that time he was 
recorded as a dataller, a day wage man or day-man, who was paid on a daily basis for 
work done as required. Datallers' work included building and repairing roadways but 
their employment by a colliery was often irregular and uncertain. 
 

 Joseph Anyon married Maggie Edwards in Liverpool in late 1890 and in 1901 the family 
was living on Bridge Street: 

 

The children were baptised at Neston parish church on: 
 

Elizabeth 1 September 1893  Joseph was a collier 
George  12 June 1898   Joseph was a miner 
Maggie 9 September 1900  Joseph was a miner 

 

In April / June 1903 son John was born and by 1911 the family had moved to Raby Road 
and Joseph had become a school caretaker: 

Basic Information [as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC] 

Name as recorded on local memorial or by CWGC: G. Anyon    

Rank: Private 

Battalion / Regiment:  10th Bn. Cheshire Regiment 

Service Number: 62006  Date of Death: 01 August 1917  Age at Death: 19 

Buried / Commemorated at:  Divisional Collecting Post Cemetery & Extension, Ypres (Ieper), West 
Flanders, Belgium 

Additional information given by CWGC: The son of Joseph and Margaret Anyon, of High St., Neston.    

1901 census (extract) – Bridge Street, Neston 
 

 Joseph Anyon   33   coal hewer       born Neston 
 Margaret   34                     born Glandovey,  

    Cardigan 
 Elizabeth     7                    born Neston 
 George      2                    born Neston 
 Maggie   infant                     born Neston 
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1911 census (condensed) – Raby Road, Neston 
 

 Joseph Anyon   44  caretaker, County Council school born Neston 
 Margaret   44  house wife    born Cardigan 
 Elizabeth   17  at home    born Neston 
 George    12       born Neston 
 Maggie   10       born Neston 
 John      7       born Neston 
 

 Joseph and Margaret had been married for 20 years and four of their six children were still living. 
  

 

Of the two children who had not survived it is known that Joseph Anyon (baptised 8 
December 1895) was buried 21 August 1897 aged 1 year 10 months. The second child 
who died was Mary Jane Anyon whose birth was registered in the 3rd quarter of 1906 
and who was buried, aged 18 months (when the address was recorded as Raby Road) 
on 1 February 1908. 
 

George Anyon was employed as a porter on the Great Central Railway in Neston before 
joining the army and the family was, when George enlisted, living on Neston High 
Street. 
 

George attested for the army in Birkenhead on 6 June 1916 when he was aged 18 years 
2 months. Although his physical development was recorded as ‘good’ he was, in fact, 
rather small for his age being 5ft 6¼ inches tall, weighing 117lb (8 stone 5lb / 53kg) and 
with a chest measurement of 33 inches. Additionally, it is recorded that he had upper 
dentures and scars on both shins. 
 

George was mobilised on 12 March 1917 and became part of the 1st Expeditionary 
Force to France on 20 June 1917, disembarking there the following day. On 24 June he 
was posted to the 1st Battalion Cheshire Regiment before, on 9 July 1917, being 
transferred to the 10th Battalion Cheshire Regiment. He was killed just over three weeks 
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later, during the Battalion’s involvement at The Battle of Pilckem Ridge when the 10th 
Battalion was occupying the Bellewarde (Bellewaarde) section of the newly-captured 
high ground between Bellewarde and Pilckem. 
 

The Battle of Pilckem Ridge (31 July - 2 August 1917) was the opening attack of the 
main part of The Third Battle of Ypres and took place in the Ypres Salient area of the 
Western Front. The Allied attack had mixed results; a substantial amount of ground was 
captured and a large number of casualties inflicted on the German defenders, except 
on the tactically vital Gheluvelt plateau on the right flank. The German defenders also 
recaptured some ground on the XIX Corps front, from the Ypres-Roulers railway, north 
to St. Julien. After several weeks of changeable weather, heavy rainfall began in the 
afternoon of 31 July and had a serious effect on operations in August, causing more 
problems for the British who were advancing into an area devastated by artillery fire 
and which was partly flooded. The battle became controversial, with disputes about the 
predictability of the August deluges and for its mixed results, which in much British 
writing were blamed on misunderstandings between Gough and Haig and on faulty 
planning, rather than on the resilience of the German defence. 
 [ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pilckem_Ridge ] 
 

The involvement of the 10th Battalion at that time was well-recorded by Colonel A. C. 
Johnston who, at that time, had been promoted to Temporary Lt. Colonel, in command 
of a Service Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment. In late 1917 Johnston was promoted to 
Brigadier General as Brigade Commander, 128th Infantry Brigade British Expeditionary 
Force, the youngest General in British Army. He was awarded the DSO & bar, the 
Military Cross and was wounded four times. Johnston’s war diary for that time, 
reproduced by Arthur Crookenden, noted: 
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[ From: The History of the Cheshire Regiment in the Great War, 1914 – 1918      Arthur Crookenden, 
Colonel of the Regiment     WH Evans, Sons & Co. Ltd.     1938 ] 
 

The Regimental War Diary gives a little further information for the first two days in 
August 1917: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

War Diary extract, transcript - 10th Battalion Cheshire Regiment -1 August 1917 - morning of 2 August 
 

BELLEWARDE RIDGE 1/8/17 The Battalion less ‘B’ Company who remained in LEINSTER STREET trench 
relieved the 2nd Bn. NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGT. in support of the newly captured BELLEWARDE RIDGE 
having moved up the previous night. Owing to the RIDGE being very heavily shelled the men were 
distributed in shell holes in front and behind of the ridge. It rained incessantly the whole day and our 
positions were very heavily shelled. The ground was in an extremely bad condition the mud being very 
thick and it was only possible to move about with difficulty. Our casualties were rather heavy but Lt. 
HASTINGS, W.G., was the only Officer killed. A number of Officers were slightly wounded but all 
remained on duty. Stretcher bearers experienced great difficulty in getting stretcher cases away and 
our carrying party which had remained at HALFWAY HOUSE had difficulty in getting water and rations 
to us. 
The shelling continued throughout the day and our Bn. HQ which was a small concrete Enemy OP came 
in for particular notice. We were to support to the 1st WILTS. REGT. who held the new front line on the 
WESTHOEK RIDGE. 
 

BELLEWARDE RIDGE 2/8/17 The shelling continued throughout the day though except at intervals it 
was not so heavy as the previous 24 hours. Weather conditions still remained bad and it rained almost 
the whole day. 
(On the following page the Diary continues with the action during 2 August). 
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On 4 August, Haig claimed to the Cabinet that the attack [ie the Battle of Pilckem 
Ridge] was a success and that casualties had been low for such a big battle, 31,850 men 
from 31 July – 2/3 August, compared to 57,540 losses on 1 July 1916. An advance of 
about 3,000 yards (2,700 m) had been achieved, German observation areas on the 
highest part of the Gheluvelt Plateau near "Clapham Junction", the ridge from 
Bellewaarde to Pilckem had been captured and nine German divisions had been 
"shattered" and hurriedly relieved by the first echelon of Eingreif Divisions, implying 
that fresh divisions had replaced them in turn, beginning the process of drawing 
German divisions to Flanders, away from the bulk of the French armies. An unusually 
large number of German dead were counted, more than 6,000 prisoners and 25 guns 
had been taken.  [ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pilckem_Ridge] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Westhoek Ridge, August 1917 
 

https://ww1ieper1917.wordpress.com/2012/0
9/19/part-three-westhoek/ 

The trench system around Bellewaarde Ridge (circled in red) and Westhoek Ridge (circled in green) on 30 
June 1917 before the capture of this area by the Allied troops. 
 

[Source: NMP/National Archives TM CD] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pilckem_Ridge
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Liverpool Echo - Tuesday 
9 April 1918 

Chester Chronicle - Saturday 18 August 1917 
 

Cheshire Observer - Saturday 18 August 1917 

British Army WWI Medal Rolls Index 
Cards, 1914-1920 

Although George Anyon is recorded as being buried at the Divisional Collecting Post 
Cemetery & Extension in Belgium the photograph of the gravestone on the 
International Wargraves Photography Project website appears to be of a different 
individual. 

 
 
 

Joseph Anyon, George’s 
father, died on 31 August 1933 
aged 66 and Margaret died on 
11 December 1940 aged 76.  
 

John Anyon, George’s brother, 
probably married Annie Hamilton 
in late 1929 and he died in April / 
June 1966 aged 62. 
 

Elizabeth Anyon, George’s sister, 
married John H Griffiths in late 
1923. 
 

Nothing is known for certain of 
Maggie Anyon although she may 
have married James Norman in 
late 1925. 
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George Anyon’s Casualty Form showing that his War Service would be calculated from 12 March 1917, 
the date he formally enlisted.  The form records also his date of posting to the Expeditionary Force and 
the name of his mother, Margaret.  

Stretcher bearers in deep mud, Pilckem Ridge, 1 
August 1917 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Pilckem_
Ridge 

Battle of Pilckem Ridge 31 July - 2 August: The first 
wounded to come in lying on the ground at a farm at 
Elverdinghe. An observation balloon is rising in the 
background.        www.ww1cemeteries.com 
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Part of George Anyon’s 
Medical Record containing 
some details of his age and 
physical attributes. 
The form has been 
overstamped DEAD but 
the date of his death - he 
was killed in action - was 
not noted on this form. 

Army Registers of Soldiers' Effects, 1901-1929 
 

In June 1919 the army paid outstanding credits – mainly remaining wages – to soldiers or, in the case of those 
who had died, their family or nominated representatives. At the same time a War Gratuity was often paid. 
George Anyon had accrued a credit of £1 17s and his father, Joseph, received this. Joseph received also the £3 
War Gratuity although this, initially, was recorded as being paid to his mother, named as Harriett (George’s 
mother was Margaret). This payment has been encircled and a pencil note apparent error entry has been 
appended.  
The total payment, £4 17s, is approximately equivalent to a labour value (ie wages) of about £750 in 2016. 
 

The War Gratuity was introduced in December 1918 as a payment to be made to those men who had served 
in WW1 for a period of 6 months or more home service or for any length of service if a man had served 
overseas. The rules governing the gratuity were implemented under Army Order 17 of 1919 but the amount 
paid was related to the length of war service. 

The Anyon family grave in Neston parish churchyard is 
heavily weathered and flaked and much of the inscription is 
unreadable. However, the grave contains George’s parents 
and siblings Joseph and Mary and part of the inscription 
records George’s death in 1918 aged 19. 

 

 
 


